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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.' 


TfUir^ild II, March, 1925. 


Tlie Ass(‘Tabi\’ uH.it in llie Assembly Ciiamber at Eleveu, of the Cb-^ek 
Mr. F't’Lsidi;Tit in tlie Clniir. 


QUESTIONS AKB ANSWEBS. 

DrSCONTISUA'NL'.'E O'E.TjlE BEim 0 1T?4 JCXT Ol-’ MiJST.IM RaJPLTS OF Tifi: 

AilTBA'LA ])jsTIU‘:T. 

1.I6B. *Mr. AbdM Haye: {a) Have fiiiy orders been recently issuecl by 

nbiitary authorities stopping the rceTiiitment of Muslim, .lb inputs of 
tlu! Bistriid' in Cavnlry No. 15*? 

(It'jHii'vi"' tlh.‘ military authorities stopped the recruitmout of 
liajLiits 'in other units, both cavahy a.nd infantry? 

(a) If tf'u',.! answer to the above questions he in the affimiative, will the 
( h>voi*i.yme;n't' |:>iease state tht^ 'gYoimds oiy which s'uch firders have been 
is:uu.'d? 

(il) ,!n view of the valuahic miiita.r'y serviei'S rendered by Aluslim 
Ivayfiuts arc the Goveiauiient prepared to reconsider the matter and tltrow 
open the, floors o'f inilitar*v service to- the- iVl'iislim Baiputs <')f t-lie Arnbala, 
Dirdrie.l,? 

Mr. E* BurdoB; (a), (b) and (c). As Afusalman Bajpiits of the Arnbala 
ci’vil clistriet, 'wliO' wei*o reeriiited m comparati'vely'^ siru'dl mornbers, did 

got i>,n well with the Musalmau liajputs recruited from tlio other eivii 
«ist'i.ncts oi the Ambala Civil Dhdisioii, orders we^^ issued' by tlie 'rni]itar\ 
a'lithorii'ies in April 1923, discontinuing their recroitiiient. At the time 
tim orders were issued, ' no ■ Musahn an Bajputs of the Ambala f'ivi] district 
vrexc serving in t-lie 15th, Lancers. These orderei do ,iiot entail any red'uctJo.n 
i}> tluA nvo'nbers of Musalrnan Bajpufcs enlisted fqr the Army as a wlioii; 
since. iM'usalr'rian llajputs of the other civil districts take 'the place of tlu? 
'Mnsalniai'i Bajputs of the Ambala fdvil district. 

(d) In view of what I .have just, stated, Govciiimeni do not propose to 
rescind tl,u> orders' refeiYed to. 

Mr* K» Aluneii: What are the particulars sliowing that they -did rior 
-grl,. on with the ot'ber Alusfilman llajputs? Will the O'overiimtrrjt 'explaiiU? 

'Mr.' E'. Bwdon: The other people, did not like tluirn, B'h'. 

' Ahmed:. Bo\ Clovemment realise the 'difficulty .and importance 

of 'ft statoi'hen't 'like 'this/ that’ they did not get on'? Iliere are ' a lot of' 
-'pnoplii liore who do ' not dike, .to get on, hut they ■remain' all the same. ' Will 
'the (lovemineni set',' forth'- the 'reasons why these- peophv,, are, 'uab allowed to- 
hold their own in military Bervieo in view'-' of the great, services , render eui- 
hy them during the-. War? 

. , ’■ ,( urn ) ■■ ,, - a :'" " 
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CoXFISCATiON BY THE CUSTOMS AUTHOIUTIKS AT IvAllACOl OF_^ A CIaSE OV 
IBOOKS ABDIIESS.BB TO Mil. S. D. HaSAN OF THE JiABOl'E, Ff Ijl.I-SlU XI'J 

IIOUSE^ Lahoue. 

1169. M. Joshi: 1. Will Govcniment be pleased to give tiie 

following information : 

(а) Is it a fact tiiat Messrs. Lep Transport and Depository, 

International Transport Agents in London, clespatelied. 
towards the end of January 1924 by tlie S. S. “ Dm n ana 
one case of books, marked “ SDH ’b addriissed to Mr. S. D- 
Hasan of the Labour Publishing House, Liiliore, and tlmt thi' 
said Company instructed their Agents in Ivaraclii, the llhistern 
Express Company, Limited, Ilarachi, to deliver the ease t«") 
Mrt Hasan at Lahore? 

(б) Is i|t a fact that the. said Eastern Express CoiJi|>'any eoiild not, 

clear the case of Mr. Hasan on account of ilieir being in- 
foimed by the customs 'authorities at Ktiraebl tbut they 
have confiscated the case as It contained books wliicdi liavc 
been proscribed by the Government o,f India? 

2. (a) If the answ^ers to (<{) and (6) above bo in th.e iiHirmative, 'wi,ll 
Go'vernment be pleased to state whether all the books in that case have 
been proscribed by the Government of India? If so, was Mr, liasan or 
file Eastern Express Company informed to .that effect? If not, why not? 

(h) If the answer to- earlier part of (c) abovci be in the , negative, will 
ihey be further pleased to state wdi ether the books in the said case that 
are not proscribed by the Government . of India, were sent either to 
Mr. EEasan or to the Eastern Express Company? ' If so, wheni? ff 
v.'hy not? , 

The Honour able Sir Ba$il Blackett; The, Governnient have no- informa- 
tion on the points raised. '.If, as would appear from the (|uestion, the ease 
contained certain books the importation of \Giieli has been prohibited by 
the Governor Genorul in CMuncil under section 19" of' the Sea Customs Act, 
•die Collector of Customs was lawdully entitled to- confiscate tlic case and 
all 'its contents under the first clause of section 168 of the same Act. T'i’ 
die Collector of Customs exercised this power, the importer lias a riglit of 
appeal to the Central Board of Beveniie wMeh he docs not aji'peiir yrt: 
to have exercised. 

Mr. H. M. JO'Shi; May I ask, Sir, whetlier tliese books were confiscated 
by llie orders of the , Government of India or by tlie Collector? 

' The .HoBouraMe Sir Basil Blackett: -I imve already stated, Sir,, that; 
the Governmeni have no information on, the point. 

■Expoet of MoXkEYS. ' ' 

o,,1170.--"*Raja 'Baghunandto Frasad Smgh; Is'lt^ a iaefe that of late .there 
have been cases, of'- ensMp,ment''dn JaTg'e''[num’h of 'to Blurope 
for medical ''purposes'?';"' I;' 'i', h", , 

(h) Are'' the' 'Government- 'aw'are; that--, 'Hindus ' all ' O'ver India have , always 
regarded mopkOys as' too, sacred ''to he. "molested '-'O.r hurt far less Mlled- an'd 
that though’ these- anim-alS' ,abound in'„-Brmdahan,.',',Fim, Aj'odhya'-aiid- otlie'r 
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Hindu sliriiies, tiieir mischievous pranks are tolerated rather than 
resented by the Hindus , who attach considerable merit to feeding these 
animals at those shrines? Such being the case, do the Government pro- 
T 30 se to stop the export of these animals out of respect for the Hindu reii- 
gious sentiment in regard thereto? 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman: Tiie Hmiourabie hlember s 
alteiitioii is. invited to the answer given by .Mr,' Tonkinson on tlie 2!id 
'.rebruary 1925 h> Mr. B. C. Ghose’s question on the same subject, Iteplies 
l.avc bee}'! received fro,m local Governments, and tluL‘ nnit-ter is under the 
fjonsidru’atioii of tlie (.rovernnient of India. 

Mr. K. Ahmed: Will the Government be pleased to in€|iiire at the 
lime and stje the ditticulties of the people that specially the young cluidren 
jire very often scratched by tlioso monkeys in the streets and certainly it is 
?iga!i:ist the. public interests, unh>ss there are certain laudable grounds fop 
;sirp|,iortiiig tlio view that this is a religious matter? 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman: No, Sir, the Govornnient 
v*’ili nuike no .inquhies. 

CoxsTiiiuriuox OF a Eajlway fuom A;MurL’SAii 1:0 'Nau.owal. 

] ]7,!. *Mr. S. Sadiq Hasan: (u) Is it a fact that the Governiru^nt intend 
to construct a branch line from Amritsar to Narowal? 

(h) I.f; so, is it proposed to have a railway station at Dharamkote 
Ilandiurva the eontre of Kaktizai community ? 

The Honourable Sir Charles Innes: (a) Government liave ordered a 
siirviiy to be made .i>|r u railway from Narowal t<:) Amritsar and will await 
tlu,> rc'^sulls of tlie survey before deciding whctkc'r tlie line slioiild be con- 
structed or not. 

(6) Tlie qui'slion of providing a railway station at Dliaramkote should be 
■n;'lei'ri.‘d to the Agimt, North Western Ilaihray, under wiioso ordcu's tlie 
su,rvey is being carried out.' 

DBFosrrs ma.dk by .I1.a. 7 PiLUinus F(,)it theiu. IIktuux JoiruxEYs 'fuom: 

Je.1)1>ah to IxDr.4. 

ll,72. '‘-Mauivi Mohammad Shafee: (u) Wliat was tlie sum asked to be 
deposited by the Haj pilgrims during the last Haj season ut the ports of 
«U'nl)nrkation in British India on. account of the rtt.imi fcU'c^ from dfxlda,ii 
to Bombay'' or to Karachi? 

(I?) On what basis'' was the sum to be deposited calculated? 

(e) Was 'the Central Haj Committee consulted in fixing the ■amount? 

(d) What was the ■ authority that finally fi.xcd the aniouiit? 

(r?) With Whom \Yere the depos'its made? 

h (/) What was the total amount thus deposited by ' then Haj pilgrims 
at each ' of the ports of embarkation? , , ‘ y ^ 

Was V any JElaj; pilgrim exempted .from the 'deposit system?' If ' so,, 
how* 'had oh '.\what' ground 

,(a) Ks,;60'per, pilgi^^^ 

''infoiTna.tion' is being 'collected and' will be ; eonummilcated 
to'tha'ddondurable'M'em in due courae. 'V 
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DiiPosiTb M\m in II t Piioi ni i si i gii It i f 

JlDD\K 1.0 TmsII 

1173 Maulvi Moliammad Slialee: ( i O' i i 

fiom Ha] pilgimib in. deposit biKiil ^ 

(5) Undci \Uicfeo oidcib wcic llic tm im iu d ] t ^ ? 
(r) II ilu \inoiOlis ^\LU 1 tu t > it I 

dmoiints i^aid to licIi oI th shiponsiu p o 
exact numbei of pilgiims vxliicii ihc\ o(U\id n I i i *, 1 
(d) AViiat lb tlic luiouni still hin.^ in kp d 

Mr, J, W. Bliore: bir, %uth join ptno^ ic u i t ai ? ^ 

cIkI ilio next question iog^tlui 

The infoima-tioa k being collected aid s\ih i i « 
Honouithle Alernbci in due conise 


I 


qil I 


DjLiosus iijlDl b\ Hu PxKiUm loi niiii hi \ i ^ J 
Jiumu lu I\Df 

1-1171 Mohammad Shafee: ( i) \\ i n 

cf the deposit paid In Hij piijiuus in ub ^ 

(b) If bO, iioiv such (.lunis bid h n f i ! u »| i ( 

iici've been satishcd ind how mm eiuin h i\ I n n < i 

k) What IS lilt b ilaiief of the tinom I u d |c t i j | i I 
return journey oi the Hij piJgnms and lU i th n n fi 

refunds ^ 


xlAirshMiM 01 ]]n(i)ivT iioris, jot 


un i Of \ u I I 


u 

tf 


1175 Mr. 0. S Banga Iyer: Hon 111111% iq, pin all n h , tn s i 

to tut (ro\ 1 1 III fit 11 1 ot liitii 1 1 x 1 tilt- Hotiit Ht |) ti 111 lit I V ti ti lit 
Mojubub of tho Oomt of Urn AlUluib id Liiivusitt, nsidm q < iw,,„ i 
aad Allababdd, pravag that, m tiow oi t5u> C.ot<n,jti<m ,,! hulu lion 
Depaitment Noiifio-ition No 1-807 21. diUd tlit ITUi Dtiiuiltj !'(2l 
pub ispi in the On rfh of Incha of llir 2011. Diiuiii.i . 1'Ul tli. niMh 
published ekeioial lolls Joi the Ooiineil of Siato, in ihi ! mfw! Ih nmcf" 
be amended under lule 9. sub nile (6) of the C oun. ,I of Stnl, 1 hdorHi 
Buies and thoir na.nes entered on Ihotn ^ What ,«tui„ )m b, , „ t ,1 . n 
IS pioposcd to ba lakcn on these applications’ 

Mr Ii. Graliam: lorty such applieationb WMi rtcovid 'Ilu ipphuii.i 

lave been mformed that the GoTOrumcnl of India . onti ...piat, .! h n. mI 

fisoit to sub-rulc (6! oi lulc 9 of the Council of glut. Kh,(„i„i 

prehmmary to the iixt gincral election, and that .n thisl fl If .i .. 
they consider that no piupose ^ould b. semd In pc.cmud ifl.on und.r 
the buh lule m question sat Mm stage » i » i 

Mr. O. S, Ban^a Iyer; Sir, I hope by Iko time tlic ditiitm s » 

mLIz 

mtenbon of ClovetmTiMik Sir 

t For answer fco tins sff below ipisfeion K*© MW 







\ijsnrn ^ io hl Jinioii (i \i\uiri ti rni Viiw Cou\cit 

M 7b Mi. Gaya Prasaii Smgh (a) Will tlie Go\ei^ixiii.iit be pleasL^d to 
^ •■ tbt It,, ib iiiv pi >p( '5 u t 3 ‘i<id to the Jud cia,i Meinbcis of tlit. Piivj 
^ jui I i licai-in^ ipp 1 i cm Aid if so is pait oi the co&i. 

hh I ; fill cn Iiida^ 

i ^ J bti!! ill anuence cn this nbject between tit 

^ ‘ i 1 ,)i liilii, ml iitr btot til's o£ Side, nd if so will ilic Go^ 

i ^ ill! lit. I 1, I it istd li> i i to] m tlir i il V 

Ihe Honoiirabk Sii Alexaiidei Muddiman: i i) md (h) Ih i ii 
^ i s ^|>< ihI ill on liii'- siib| ti bits ctii the O Atniiniiii ot Iiidi'i 

nil G S (iiliis >i Silt x\s 1 st (iO in this House on tilt 17tli ri 
"i < bin ii I 1i i ^111 opmioiw to tlu ti til that iht Indi in c\ Jud^ts 'wli 

it uuh im i hicGi^ rj h Jud cm! ^ ( iiu 1 e t<j ii Indni qjpt 1 
sb H 1 I }i tinned 


Dim o \ I IM w ! Oi U I ( ( M t { \L«) \ n S i iB SD Dl ] l ]_){ \ 1> I Jif 

Cviitss MOM nn oj M\i i Id 

i 1*7 Matilvi Mahammad Yairao' (e ) IT is iht ititm )n ot tin Govern 
I »l Imii diis 1 io 1 iiot( >}i pi^t 5 coluoin 3 oi the Loailei tr 
Ml ih Old diitdlhidis the ti7t]i 1925 iboiii tin disc ntiiiuinct 

Uk < oinhined \l!ihil id Deln i DnnDtlhi cvpiess tiam iioin thr 1st ot 
M 

|l ; 1) tl (a )\ innunt }>} p -.c t di t\v tin ttiiVKn i tl (uiin i 
’ i ill n m I ulu i\ adiu lUsU itu u tow U(K ti iueonveii mi n ih 
siGhibui I "‘S n„n i md diiift ihat the il ( m ni uii iid ii nj bi tg u 
rni Him tl * 

Tile Honourable Sir €liaiies Imies. (Toscuinitnl will tois ud tin 
Ih It in ihh Mtiubfi s tpiesl! >11 to iln Ageiii ilirugii tho’\ iia\t bo dni i 

In 1} lit nh seen tin coinpliint ieleiicd to 


Ai s H I u linsiu \i vMi u Caiuim biio\cin( k nii (iaduicl 

Dj p\jn MfM 

U78 "Mr* OhamaB Lail* i Is it i iaot lliat, m 192. the oiiice of tin 
Gtrtuim H i Depiutin* nt was shdted honi tiie IG needy Housi buildm < to tin 
hi jfw IS Bond building in H uili, md thti the Dtpiutirunt li id if thd 
tnin MUH jiMiitis I ought \ duiblr e n pets for use in olfwois' rooms'^ 

2 Is it also a fact thtt these caipcis weie neitliei lelt bi luiid in the 
Kiiiiitdy House, nor were taken to the liaiiway Boaid building'^ li so 
do iio\ HU m lit ]uoyjose to make mi mquii*y as to iht wlicieibf>ui o£ t!i 
missing carpets^ 

3 Will il'u Ilonomable the <k>iumexce Member please state if there le 
any s>btem of periodical stoek-iakmg m vogue m bis Btpirtrneni If so, 
IS ill salthikd that all dims of iurmiuro pmehased lor the Heparfonent 
rinriug the last three yims have not sui1!ered a similar fate? If any valu- 
able aitii. les ftro miBsmg, cm he locate official rcspomibilitv m rcgird tc 
the fvent? 
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Tlie Hoao-urabie Sir Charles Innes: Coinmerce Depariiiient' !uMVta'l froifi 
Ivemiedy House boilding to the Kail way Board biiildiug in Biuila in 102*-h 
It had not bought carpets for the officers' rooms a shori linn* i:H,*fiore iiii' 
iiiove nor did any carpet disapx>ear during the move. 

A list of furniture is maintained and the si.oek of furniture i;- eljeclvetl 
periodic aliy. 

PurxiTUR'E OF TUB Deck Passengkhs^ COMlViriTEi; \SU TfIK Fis^'AU 

Commission. 

1179. "^Mr. Ohaman Lall: (i) Will the Honourable tlie Ooiniiierce 
ii\f ember ]>ieaBe state 

(a) whether any non -perishable furniture was purchased for the 

Deck Passengers' Coniniitiee and the 'Fiscal Commission ‘A h' 
so, what did it consist of and what was its cost? 

(b) Whether, on the dissolution of these Committees, the furniture 

in question was sold off; and if so, what were the^ sale pro- 
ceeds 7 

(ii) If the answer to (b) in the preceding question is in the negative, 
what has happened to the furniture? 

The HcnonraMe Sir Ohaiies Innes: Hie Ooverimient iniclerstand iluti 
wliatever furniture was purchased for the two Committees' was sold uiid>'‘r 
the orders of the Finance De|)artment and the proct-^eds. cred'ited t^} 
C overrun eut. 


Discussion of tiee IIeport of the Deforms Inquerv (,'‘ommj.ttee. 

Biwan Bahadur M. Bamachandra Eao: May 1 ask a question, Sir, of 
which. 1 havt' given [irivato notice to the Honourable Sir Alexander 
ATuddimaji ? 

Will the Goveriunent be pleased to state ■ whether adequate facilities 
ivould l>e afforded for the discussion of the Beport of the Befomis Inquiry 
^lonimlttee before the end of the current session^ and the date or dates 
which the (lovtuiiment are prepared to set apart for siieli discussion? 

The lIononraMa Sir Alexander Mnddimaii: Government have very 
carefully considered whether it umuld be possible to afford special, facilities 
for discussing the repiort of the Beiorms Inquirv- Committee at an early 
dEite, , They find, however, that it would be impossible for them' to 
.mmounce their' provisiouEii conclusions , iqion the recommendations in the 
Tiepoi^t' during the ciuTent session. Government have therefore decided nol 
1:o nfford .special facilities for discussion during tlie cjurrent session. .An 
' 0 'pportunit,y . for d'iscu,fesion ■will, 'however, be granted dining tlie next 
'Session.' and before: Gavernment aiTivc at their ffna.l conclusions. 

Biwan Bahadur 'My 'Eamadiandra 'EaO’*. , Alay i 'Suggest, 8ir, l:o the 
GoverUmen't, that -they will, Consider the advisability ,o£ calling a sjK.?cial 
H'ay'A'Casion for -this, purpose 'in' view of the fact tli'at His E.xceIIeiiey the 
Viceroy -is "going lo^'E-ngiand' ior", discussing ' all . outstanding ''questions 
incliiding': The -question ''.'Of\'reform . May I ask wliether it is not desirable 
''E'^'cel'leffcy'' 'the '''Viceroy' ^hd' the Secretary of State slimild'' hafc 
bhf Gre'>, them " 'thg 'views ':of ' 'th'is ' House on ■■ the 'very' . important q'lie^stio'iig wli ieJi 
'are,; 'discussed' in this 'Beport?. ■ ' ■■' ' 



Vri-STIOXS AND AXS-^TERS, 




Tfes Hcncairable Sir Alexander Miuddlman: It h certainly desirable that 

^V’:- :n-; e*:?' ;y ,:;„->ya.. the views of this House should lie before 

*h''' ■.;::U;y-;':: ... ■.■;■■ o. ;..‘i: .If uionrsurt: Heinber is aware. His Exeel- 

'.'.o ' ; , ' :'■ ■ ■ o' o lo i siv Hay . 

Dlwau Bahriti-JV M. Ramadiandra Rao: I did luA sny^gesi that His 

■r.' - -.^y.'.oo : ;e ih,' diyoussioju i iiever suggested ihut. 

-O; lio't 1 0 ! ,...■' ’.■'0 ,11;-. ,1 '-'Xo ' ‘ ; I osi.;*}' tie? Vicenoy is going to ('jreat 

’'y_ ■' ■ ■■ do.-,. :i“ 0 ;r;,;r ih-- i|u<‘slt,ih ot; tile refonns and 

dto:, o :iO“- ‘'y'"’' " ; y >o„,-:o !o. b.o\,rt; do" 'Hnust,- lV>r disco, ssion iu i.hu 

yo v, o.; d loJVi,- !jO!-!i lakon by hoi It ffis Exeelleney 

:;o.| bn o,. y..o .jv -.IkO daln. 

The Hcnciua'ble Sir Alexander M^ddimaB: I think ilie H'ouoiira'I'de 

h-‘{oif'-v' or'o.'-' o w n o; '.O’, I huvo stato-d that no Hnal orders 

■db o" i ..0 /y, uo- io-y. n :;om] ih’^. H-'iuso* has had an opportututy 

0 ei\'or.o* i yr. o.c w ^./ov/s, |t iiuprijisibfc ho* iht‘ ( h>veT'nineiit 
Oik i,»?oe \ o-..' ,o'.s in.'Otnr luon-iH they are iu a fa'isidou to state 

bo’b' y, h.yo 

Diwan Buhadas M, Rcrmacbanclra Rao: Mj.,\ 1 know, Hir. wIhu) the 

hwvriooo/o’ Of' ooed Of vlioir piusvisiona! eouelusious b 

TlMi Hcncurahle Sir Alexander Mnddiman: I shoi,ilri think not c‘arlit.*r 

)' i.;0j in < ' tty ‘ ft < Auoooi. 

■jpandit Mctilal Fahr’i: D- I »nid,.:ru'utd tin- lToai04,i:rid>h'‘ Heruber to 
oo;’:Uf ni,'n b jjroiiob'.M )- (,oh'.od f!'i ihl- Ifouse, Ijo wih afhtrd faeililies 
IkiC di:^?00'.-O’ ■?' d!ir!itg bx',' iau'Tnu.! .*'>siMnV 

Tlie Hencutafele Sir Alfexancler Mtiddmiaii: I Itavc urit fjuib/ heard the 

i! o’t. Mirobo ' M ' !■ a r, \\ < ,<'n!d, h" rv|v?-a,i I'sis <‘io<'>tio.uV 

Pa.a(iit Mctilal IfehUK Wi^'t it be ]!)-,■*., ..vlbln; for the .Idonoumble Mendjer 
let iitT-n'd ,ei.e'ibl i' oor ■!« mi a lb*se.Iut'i<,,ii if it, is iiffA'(,'d by li non- 

'riiViO'ial Ab,"iidj»'.f 4iurher tie,- (,:nrreot s»'''-’-i*,vu */ 

Till! Hcnourable Sir Alexander MuMlman: 1 iiave at, ready i.'xplainecl, 
.she, d'i;.o, f b, fv* raefo, af»‘ wn ro** jeiro'd le.' .givo- spiadal j'aeii,it.ii'‘M. 

Biwan Baliaclur M. E-amacliandra Eac: Ma,y I know, what die 
H* »ii-ea:iral':»h‘ Alejeda-r loir-a i.v vyt“e'ial bublhifs';' ‘lljcre uiost lie a day 

j.sp;un. it y,ld>; eulus'et r< lide-u Up 'as a f:,oiu» hst-iai d,a\', »' iff ter wise an 
>',(iTh,*i‘d ?"!,.'/.>■ u;h liavj- i-> b»'' o'^voa';.. 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Ma,ddima,B: {lovornnurii have no iuteii- 
bra‘! t'b" oHdr-j,.* fari!h.,iv> io,r ir s|,4i.'-fd,;,d diseossion m'i this Ihyioit ,:h>r the 
YviisiHih I 'haVf alftied, loaualw dley ar-* nol in a posltirai io puf; their 
tawii r'O'U'' rr,^ iho^ Thut, being .sn, tluyv et>nsic.le'r tliat any, siieli 

di',s,oiisNjo,it uiu.si' nf;c'e.rtsa,i'ify be *al' .aft 1 id ruct, u«>‘u«. H'Dil useless elia racier, 

M'r* ¥t Jf FaW; 'Da ihe. MoveauirHiud rera'>griise 'tfiut tike lueaTung of it 
J?; If, i, III, y*.m drive- l,lds tu fe»ree a di’sctesslon by way of adjourriinent of 

lire i"fbui;se“f ' ' ' , ' . , 

Tilt Hciici 4 »bli, Slrd.Altxanier MiiMtoan s , H'le llonraiml^ie, ^Mfuuber' 

has Ilf course ri|,>es,rt.<r’lrf'i'bi' ib-i/^ which ate '-open to otlier hlemhors. 

Mt» E* K* BhaimuMlim HonoiirohlobMcmiherer^^ 

tluit tile l..b:a*ivr.eri:io,’rj,t' of /.linlhr ndghi aaoertain 'fcho old this 'Hemse- 

hefi^re tliey iir«v«. iii nny pr<»viHlonal eoneltiSionB on thi« rrudifr? It will be 
ftcifilh} h/ Ckivtirmiicnl/lf they know tlwi vIewB of this Houbo before they 
, a'lrlyeyit |>.Tovlpoii»l ecihelnBldm, "',b ' ''' a'" ' ' ' ’''A''' 
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Mr, E. Biirdon. N'o, Sir. Tlie number of direct couimissioDS depeiicLs 
on tlio nuniber of vacancies that occur, and at present the iiumber ^^is 
restricted to one vacancy in four for cavalry' and one vacancy in five fur 
infantry. 

Paucity of Muhammatvans in the CLi-atiCAL JjINf of Po,vr Offictcs 
and the CiR.cLE Office of the Punta-b and N. W. F. OnuiAL 

238. Mr, S, Sadiq Hasan: (a) Are tht-‘ (Joverninent. aware, ol: ilie small 
niunber ol: Muhan'nua,dans in the clerical line id' Post Offices <ind the Oii'cIl* 
Office of the Pirajab and N. W. P. Circle*? 

(5) If so, liave any steps been taken to increase their nurn]>er and with 
what result? 

(c) If no steps linvo been taken, do (lu:‘ Govermnent ])j’<>post;‘ to take- up 
"this question? 

Sijf G-eoSrey Claike : {fi) and {b). Out of 2,980 cleiical appoiid.mcnts 
ill Post 'Offices ire tlie Punjab a.nd N. W. P. Circle, '1,050 are held l)y 
'Muhammadans. In the Oiixdo Oifice out ol: 89 eh'‘i‘ical appointments 05 
are held by Muhammadans and the rest by other communities. 'Fln-se 
figures show that Muhammadans n-re .substantially represcnited in the 

Circle and ,in tht* circle office. Special steps Itavi* been tal\en i»ntH>urHgo 
Muhammadan recruitment with they result that during the last' 2 y^.ni's 
some BOO Muhammadan candidates ivere examined for admission t(‘) the 
•postal service. 'Of this number, howtiver, only 100 pr(,>vT'*d :fit for selia'd'ion. 

(c) Does not arise. 

PlTJtHin' OF MimAiniADAX Po.ST.M ASTEUS in TTIE PI-UNJAB F<>STA!, CliU..T;E. 

2B9. Mr. S. Sadiq Hasan: (a) Is it a l‘a.ct that, tlie, nuirsber eh' hluiuiiiu 
'inadan postmasters in. the rfijujab Postal C'irele is nhrmst nt'gUgihkY? 

(b) If so, do the Government propose to increase their number? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Math-Mitra: (a) Of the 38 postn:i,ustm’B 
in t,he selection and gazetted grades 8 'are at 'pro'sent Muhaminadans. 

(b) Tlie postiivasticrships 'are ■filled by the promotion of' tlu^ senaor 

■'qualifi.ecl officials in th'e lower .grades ■and Govern'mentv are 'not prepared to 
■depa'rt from this principle. ' '"■■,, 

lilHHUJlXMlLNT OF AIuHAM XX.THE ' AmRITSAE HeaD 'PoST OFF'tCE. 

", 240, , Mr#, S. .Sadlq Hasan: (a) Is. it , a, .fact that .the .recruitmeiit , of 
lli.ndus , was., stopped "by tke Postmaster':. General, Punjab, in ,tbe. ,Am'ri,tsar 
Head ' Offi.ee and/.tluit .the' ’MuhtonurdanB '.and .Sikhs'’' were, alIowt!d'd:o bet 
xehruited?^ ',. y h.^'y.h;.^ ^ ^ 

(h) If so, will the Government., -:h 0 ;pleas'ed"' to ^ state liow''m,any HIndtis, 
Muhammadans and Sikhs hay e;,'.,sinc,e. ''been' recruited?,',: '' " 

(c) If no Muhdmmadan was recruited, will measures bo taken to mnim 
compliance with the P. M. GPb- orderB''^''''!'''- 
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rXi-'i AHHLli AND AKSWERS. 

Tile Honey Table Sir Blinpendrs Nath. Miira: iV/’i "SS.'s, uxeept in tlie 
v';}.;,.:: ^ 'i Uii'i'br- V‘.-h'^ v.?',!'.' r,r uiulergraduai 

j/;; ’rii:"' ,■ ;.'i if AOa: r AAadan a'u3v tro 2 tiUi(-nded by the Post- 

A:;'' ‘b Si' b- Aaie aee>-yred a/id the other candidates • 

Wf/!-*' r*.' -I ie A'' Ae, ..'A, ■!“ fb. :p~ they could not pass the test, 

nic' Mieie '"0 -Ad' O' A"- , •■-.•!, yo-sl A;,' tile Pfjslitiaslcr (ieiicral tis a 

>-pei;ja! 

f ; / j , • iT e! ■: A S' . i . oe -y O. . 


A;s. uAieo. >e HO s cA H n M .-o o, X .U’niAAM^ (A\AninAats wrni Tiiin^a: 

VK\!:-' lAoO* r ’I :A S;'!0. so:; I'S TOR AMiOTS.^J'J .PcsT OfI'IiUO 

iMl. Mr. S. SAiliq Hasan: o.; l,. A ■! ?nct: tleif two AiuhunjinadAii appi’ov- 
c,.;!! ihA<0''" ic.'Acy W'.'i'r-' c';ntA.ruous lerriporary service in tlie ■ 

urhp'c" '.o-fP 5,ere-ti cat. of Mie service by the Postmaster, 
y, Ui'-''bw loA:h oe-^- ■!>' -or ^-hAminy seiih,>rAy ovtT noii-Aluham- 

iriraAue*: rt,-'?*faAo ■,] l-i;-* 

IC'. I f ,;p.v> ii, ei .wooe'au yrcp:;r;'d t"o irui'vdrc intrs iliivS irtailer? 

The HonoaraWe Sir Bhupendra N-ith Mltra: {./i utid (in. Govennnonl 
liav.' t;u iiiiiMMfii i'.)!. i:' -I'Jr. did; vKliw! !i:.k .( c'i'ipv.tnw. lie is at liberty 

to o|ipe;,i h; :h: u.'O.;; locioa-r. 


i'*o 


t:-}!.; Ti.i.tjuj.-uoi; fd-: part mi-: at. 


Mt% S. Sadiq Hasaa: eOj A;\' dn,- t'covcrnmtuit aware that: Aic iiinrt- 
loM’ of”M'Mh;uO!nad:o ■: 'v ■ '"i small in the superior Tndfh* and longineoriiig 

BniiaAics o.f the Tolr'Ctaph To -pArnuofn In India? 

j/.'i f 1 0, {•trc ’ii.'O: I'ho lousdci-r nl M uha?Tmiad?'f,ns is \aa‘y small :in 

thc ''sivfadiiiier'>T''Ac.;A c.ud' s>i pmo U; cy line. In the Tramc and Engineering 
}Ar;!.ia-la i'f\ Ahc s-'ino' fl i.^artiacuf ■' 

(r’i If ii!(- aii>v, vi- U.I i'lj and U‘i ill she .liilinaiiiive, are , the Oovern- 
ir.wt pn'iiari.'ii i-n adi„'|4 Tii-'a-tirns iri urder iti increiiKe tac mmibtir ot 
iluH.iimuadiiii;'. .in Mn* .-d'lir.i; ii!“>!irl<i's * 'I' the k.-ikI J.tapai'titieri . .’ 

The Honoatable Six Bhtipentira Hath Mitra: («.) Yes. 

ib) Yvs, 

if' 'I Ail III*'* nlHcials In the clui^ses reiVrn?d tr# in |a) unci (I,/) are recriiiied 

as Adiiwrv U.i.'yrapldsiM in jiia fi'-a instinK’i;. tyyniJtoicid. ot 

l>>-|(;nt>H.-nfcRl li-i'iinHi" cIusSi'h iR tdosod ai; presfait. When .it, le- 
npiHmAeaxiihni... ■•vtli be iMvit-'il fr«n the «pon »y‘-S'«y(.«y a Pylngniwy 
.‘Muninatioii will i.e In.-ld _ as rniiiliry tindc.r the pileix ot dlu- 
■JJt'rntriiiK'ril . li Muhiimioiulftn candidates with TOininnitii iiuahacationb 
aA ilu-n fortlK-.ot.«nf.: tlu'.y.aylll IxCtftia.m «« pi»b»tonex8 for einployment as 
tckyymphwlB. m '■ .'1;/,' ', 0 'g' A 'h'V ; /' 

to the clt'xU'ai establishment in the Trnffio and Biigi- 
neexing finineliea are made from quaJifiod candidatea. Buitable and quail- 
fled MuUainmadanB are also, appointed ■'■whtm'®Yai.(ibte. , ■ 
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Second Stage — cohPJ-. 

ExpeMilhiye Iro-ui eontd. 

Demand No. .18 — Salt— 

Mil Fio^Eident : The AHSOiohly will iimv rDrjooir c>f II 

'oi i'he Ihidyei". The ^piestioD. inider dis'Oj^si.'ni was: 

‘‘ 1’liat n, rerliiced snra not excoedin.'j: Rs. 1,11,25.900 Lo .eiTUiiG.cl to I lie (A:exsnior 
General in Coiineil to d(G>ay the chur-Te Vvieeh will eoui(y in __e-.nisa/.yA‘ pjyc.iieti! rlnrirjf^ 
the) yea.v ending tlie 51st dny t>'f Alareli, 1925. in i'e'*-pee( oi ^ Suit . 

.TvLvXf/ FACTO HE OF SaLT BY IhtlVATE loVTfCf} PL I > 1.'. 

Mr, G* Diiraiswami Aiyangar (Ala, dots m-dod districts a.nd (dnMioor. 'Xa»Ti- 
Ivluliamniadan Ikiral) : Sir, the oi>ject of voy iuun.on, 

That ilie DernniKl nrider the i?<-a.ri ‘ Salt ’ v»e rctiueenl ifV It-j. oO " 

is for tlio pirTposc? ol dravv'irig the. otieMih.-'H. erf ilic- ( •nvionsrl: t<i u 
importar},t point and at the saioo time to lae'A/ th.*,* i •N|M‘L»'ii; ■-•asi 

be considerably reduced. Sir, wh.on ibis cjnestion ut salt vaJicii!: fAj,iie;fi 
was ttthen. up on the last day for discussion, nnfort anab’.'jy I he* cnliri, ' 
tiurned into a question of inter-provincial i'riitrieidii! amenities, Mr. W'i! !s/>n 
on the one side refus^inq and sua'.’ariivg th,at he will ne^t ifilcf* Aliidi’;*' saJ.i 
and 8i.r G-ordoii Fraser on i.lic ed-her side ai.temptirjy i, hrrisi it dow’n Ids 
tliroat. li am not very anxious whether A'fr. Willson takes AFrclrr.s salt f'rr 
Bombay salt, but I am certaanly anxious that not only Indians Lmt 
Englislnnon., so long" as they live in India, should hidimi '-wit' :s'n,d 

not foreign salt, for they will be tnu^r to Irsdia than lliey are eJ pa sen!. 

, 'Ktiais Bahadur W* M. Htissanally: Bo they not .do se umv? 

Mi« C.'Dnraiswami Aiyangar: One iinportuni poitd; tliiit I wi^li u/; |,E.;e'e 
before this House is ' the quest-ion whether the Govt'rniuenb in lis vtcGey, 
in its aclrumistration ' of the Salt Department, is supplv-’ing io Ifidi,-!; the, 
quantity that , is necessary for consumption. Sir, we iini’l'old in AI.u no- 
rand iim that 5 crores of inaunds roughly is the quaid-hy 'tli at m r(,*r|idred 
for con-siimption in India. ■But you, will all renij;aub<.*r, o,r smdi .rd '\ou .jib 
have road the speeches of 'the late Gopal 'Krislnia (lokliale will risinejnbcuq 
■.that he, drew'' pointed' attention to high: nieclleal opinion Aljjit It.s, per 
head is '.necessary for, .krieping up 'healthy existence. Si:r, the aclv,ice widcli 
Idiave'.had frcan'inadleal' ofBcerS'' ever snuje .goes to conflriTt tJi'O fiame view 
and you will find , that, .the Indian ■, Government are not sopp'lying , fr* ilu;s 
fjcople of India thebqiu:mtlfcy ,\wMch qs ' absol.'Utcdy' necessary'!' ,l'f 'yvci bain- 
OTcm, 5 crores cvl'-inaunds io be- .d'isirihuted tor eonsumptirHi'mi Tiidhi ai>,'rrji,'i,v 
the BW millions ';,',youGvdFfndvthat:it',c"^^^ :ohl:y''-'bctAroe.i:'i,' 12 .'unci .Ih'IlKo'd 
per head of ham an 'population, A'''. 

Mf, A. H* Uoyd (Member, Oentml Board of Bovtamc); ‘What nbout 
I^abies? -Aly 'p:o.ip,-t,J'sAwhn#-her.,'bdb 'B,ma:ll/'eidldrcn':-reQiur# 2'f)' 'Ibs^' per" 

head. ■, ■■ ',, '■. Ov '■'„:,■■,■ y'. ■„■,''!■.•■■ '''yy' '■ , " , '■, , '' '" ' 
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'ynic OKSEfLi:. 

Mr. C. .BLiaiswaml Aiy&ng^r: J hid jD\<pnveil to give a isiargin for it, 

;al ! :L:; J ' I;t-D;ih!D ;:.IV ilDT it D'jV l.HV HoriOUrdbla frif'Dci 

'LL i ‘ • ■ d L;:a;LLL. : M r. Ii . .■iiinu:d: *' \Vliai about cat'ile?’') 

'"'‘1:.' ;*an, !<' ha't; sah j'lS uiLii riajLiire, I Imou' that in 

iba h'i'-si * a ■; ibo agitooh-nri-t L'oold I'aflit-T siairc? his own, suit 

^ 0 : 0 ’;' na- sa.h <,*' i;i- (sii/tia auL it I’tai eoH'shtir* u|'>r)n lln’it. Ijj’isis, voii ■ 
''■■M ;;■■■ ■•v.n ' 0 ibs ]H‘r laaMj. Sir. ii’ \(ta t.al^e Ik.h li tlie eaitio 

La;h LLi:: b-aua'- hiUi C" . dodufrtirig ll'L.* bab'ios. the'n. 

>rf', I o a T' Lsa! .-ih r“gi]irt* ai ilia Vf-ry Ic-ast 25 H,is. a.,nd you will 

to Li’!'4ur‘- 'i,i jji. I 'a.:L o , ot ■infon,id'< <•? salt i.•^'(;/ry \ear. 

it ''L a'o.' ‘..''oinj • L;!;*'' a" (rt;' r.bt I'l 5 or ta-oras, liow do yen 

hida'! i ’Xiyi ■.■ivak‘ , particularly us you are 

distTibni.Juy r'>h,io 1*,, si?!-.' , tho h'.Li:ii! trurerb I ilterofon^ think that 

'i< ys ala-a -I oi \ay for ^ h uTa’K' Uotu io onluryc their |>rodnetion, of 

-a I', L' > 'O'lch iDi oaI ri'h, .... 

Mir. Prorr-a&llt: Tliw iaa'ttor WU;' auclor* dismssion, last wof.'-k aitd wr^ hue! 
a. Tivo; !‘a,'e dbo'us^.h.n oa Us* ;,h'-h’iibilitt <‘b‘ rxpsuidiny liie produciioii td 
Till Li ludi^o 5Ttf I a a", ■’.!,) ;o iMf*: soar laasi liiul so.iuc <jihtT stil.)ject to 

discuss. 

}5fr. O. Biiraiswaini Aiyangar: I jna oiji;< suyyesiiay ihai lyv Tcxhuduy tlic 
pen flit a to ni\ pr ‘d b »ii a.'nd iaao.’; '.-i.sing iha priva!:a }.nai!a!fa.cta,;*f« (j{ 

witl'L at the sraoi- linu'. ("'to\'ertura,*i,it cj'Uilrul mid '^srJtor vision over sucfi 
1 aa.'n a hah nro ;,oa vriij ?; u, oal> ivr th-‘ rofuntracl u,;'“ oi‘ salt fnit rodnea} 

da.’' of y:d{ ;nat tl'a-reh;., .’a rn>i‘j !'W:= c'onsoi'upi'ion of salt ju'ilto c<'a'n,it:ry. 

a- i“, aa;* sliat yiai'pior-';' il'a’}|/ I ha"vv f«ha*e?l titoso facts bt‘IV*ov voo, B.jr, I 
niuj'. ihal ?h'' priitoa';, v,s!4 :oa\ for prop'.'rslng u ;.o„n: of Its, 50 ialdis is 

Hied ll'ic sa!,f' 'iliai is oisnaa'aaMuvuI in Mtis connlry liittsf ha ira-nrohu-'liiirecl 
p'firolv h\ ra'h ' tlovcrniaraU' ra'ih' kooping o irioasare cri coii- 

iroiartd saporvisir.n ’nuoafact tire rrsid d*]sh'lbuih->ii. tin ihc; o'thor iuindj 

fi.'iJ: 'I'ia,' d'.^v-’aTiaiS'nt.' Udvd. cH.Muy is lo close, down swon tliosci fuetorii-s 

wliicli at irxis'l. a,n<l 'd'ca j^ult Adniiuist rtd itTi Ihpiort of ll'u:* kiladms 

ProHifhu'Ls/ will siiuvv, as Ihi..-. fwiTi poiitied out by rn\ llVaioifraido friend. 
'Mr. Veiika'tj'if’ahlrrpJi,' tia-y h'a.w* ulr<'*a»l\- (dvrsocl (huvn, 5 bH'jtones :uul 
duvl iStida ,''is aw’uiliny hs fj'O.e. 

Mr. Prasideiit: i Imvi^ alrotidy ■;|•^^aTlled out t.had' ua.> had ti discnsssjoii <'m 
■■'he #u!d»‘j‘t' Inst w<u'k und wu raaiuioi .iw laudt on tliat rira.v. 

Mr, 0. B;iiraisi»ami Alyangar: 1 ani not going back on tl'iap hui: I urn 
only rcmi'i’Mlirig ,llonottral)le ■' '.i^feiitbers of what has bo(‘n '/al retidv smid l)\' 
Mr. Ilitju y ■ ■ 

' Mr* President: Idio 'Hono'urahle Meinbeiy Ijv admiiiing that it Iras 
'al,rt'ad>'' srod, rniist bo aware that.- he k now out od oirder. 

Mr* O* Bnraiswaiai Aiyangari Wil;h,oiitf saying .more aboiit 'tliesci po'i'rsis 
Liboiii w'irieb rd every stages I,' "certa'inly Im hanrpei'ed by 'releTane\% ’I 

Will H serve I be lesfe of iny rein ark^ 'on , this .raotaoii fo'i* the ’ F;iih:mee 'BO!. 

Buffica* li io sav that if you tedude the^expehditure: OBs, the O'f 

-,alf Hiid !y\ reduemg the ii« o:^y'.salt'';yod 'will^dn:erGase^■ of 

salt, ym will laokcwit ehoaper aml:vtfeTObywbnooiddfge''''s'' greate?**'''^^^ 
tKiii of salt, and for fprilier:-fl''giires%'-"I mB&rvo my remarks for ilu* 

hlumwe Bilk Bor the present J submit that the fimcf-foii of Oovernrnont 
be liierel? one of supemsion and that 'the mines m well as faofftrics 
cm 1hi‘ ef>ast should b© given on.mbdi^M ewise Kccnise, p'arifcularly m 



Si7b 


ijJbiCribJuA 11 \ til . 


[Mr. C. Diiraiswami Aiyangar.j 

\oii liear iroiii the Madras GoTermaeiit that tht' iiiulilud Iumi'm ‘-It .m h 
becoming popular among merchants. Thai Vvdii ch-r. ili 

neccssitv of purchasing large bags of '^ult and ultim sk'^iru^ii. hntu' 
us nobod\ would purcdiase ihoni. 

Mr, K. Ahmed: What about siuLiggling? 

Mr, C, Buraiswami Aiyangar: J iotivc it io y*u 
Mr. President: lieduction moved: 

‘ That the Demand Uiulei the iie.id ttilt ’ he u'duted h\ 50 i ui 
The iiiulion was negatived 


t'AlU'JWi. Co.-^T (bl\L<iKlJ lO lh\EML. 


Mr. Jamnadas M. Melita (Bombav Xouhuti insWinu: Xoii-Aiulia.n- 
111 ad an lUiral): Sir, I beg to move*: 

“ Tliel Ihv^ Demaiid unde], the head 'bait ’ he ndiaed ]>\ t; . i4,9kD00 " 

Sir, we have beat discussing sail s,i uundi ihat it is lime som- |e p|u*r 
was added to h/'and in course of time ehillus ucudJ ioll(>v\ It flu* lloust 
will iiini to page 18 of the Ideniands for (Imnis, Due uili tiiHl thM nnd« r 
the Xorlhern India S<ilt Revenue ])e|)arU]ient it is pr posted to ineur diirinv 
the nevt >t*ar an expenditure of Rs, 11,98,000 of a eu|>ital cliarnidt r Xo^* 
Sir, it is not right that revfmue should lie saddled uUh the eoO ol faefiine 
enterprise; the objects on uhieli the expendilure is pnip{t.s‘d lo he incfiff’ 
clearly slunv that it cannot be charged 1o rrvefuie. Clm ol tlh 
lis ^i4,0j,000, Ils 1,72,000 is proposed to bv* }*()ent on iht‘ puiviiast' ol foen 
motives, brake vans and trucks, over Rs. 75,001^ (m stafT qnarters 
Ks. 7,02,000 on the develo]>ment of sal! mines, Rs. 1,12,000 un tlu* pm- 
chase of sidings from the Dombn\, Haroda and (knirai India Railvav iUmi- 
pany I think. Iii iliese and othcT wa\s, cxpiauliture winch oiiglit ’ to be 
s])read over a series oi :years— hecauso nelth(‘v siaff qnarterh, nor develop- 
inent of salt mines, nor loeoinotivos will havt‘ tlu^ir usefulness exliaiishxl 
in the course of one year— is charged to the revenue ol next \oar. I thcavha'i 
submit that this expenditure of Rs. 14,98,000 should be spread over a stories 
of years and not charged to the revenues of next xaaw alone. If is in this 
uniy^that the Tinanee Member has been concluding surphises. He 
in his outside pocket a surplus of Bs. 74 lakhs, hut If \ou explore his coal 
there Jire smali pockets here, there and overywiiore in whitdi sometimes 
laklis, sometimes crores lie hidden, and, as t prociv^d further, it v'ill Iw 
my duty to show how much more money lies concealed which 'should not 
have been charged to revenue but spent for the remission of taxation Iku’ 

p'' i?afAnA r a r,'d»eHon of 

hs. 14,93,000 should be mndiu If you look at page 9 of the Explaiiatim 
yk'nioraiKlum we are told in paragraph 16: t . 

M eoinincrciahsed system of accounting has been iutvoduced since 1924-2d in the 

u f Bereniie Department, according to which a dopreoiatiun fund to 
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If the Salt Department is being commercialised, and it is proper that it 
should be, then there hbouid be some svstdu of allocation of expenditure 
between capital and revenue, and it is clear trom tEe nature of the expen- 
diture Vvliieli I have pisi described — on staff quarters, development of 
mines, purchase of locomotives and so on — that it should not be charged 
to revenue tlierebv penalising the tax-pa\er who should bo relieved to the 
extent of Es. 14,93,000. Therefore, I hope the House will realise that this 
expenditure should be deducted from the revenue and charged to capital. 
I am not objecting to the expenditure itself. The whole of it may be very 
proper. We require the development of mines, we require staE quarters 
for the subordinates, but mv 'whole contention is that the expenditure on 
such objects is of such a character that it cannot be charged to revenue 
because nearly 30 years or more will elapse before the usefulness of the 
whole of this new expenditure will have been exhausted. Therefore it does 
not stand to reason that a whole generation of people should have the 
benefit of these developments and this vear’s tax-payer alone should be 
made to pay for them. That is my justification for moving this reduction. 

Mr. President: Eeduction moved: 

‘'Thai the Demand under the head ‘ Salt* be reduced by Rs. 1^,93,000.** 

Mr. E. K. ShanmuMiam Clietty (Salem and Coimbatore cvm North 
Arcot : Non-Muhammadan Rural) : I would like to ask the Honourablo the* 
Finance Member whether these items of expenditure on the capital outlay 
on salt works which are being charged to revenue have been in previous 
years charged to the capital account, <and if so, I would like to hear an 
explanation as to why a change of practice has been introduced in the 
system. As my Honourable friend, Mr. Jamnadas Mehta, has pointed out 
very clearly, these items of expenditure must clearly go to the capital 
account and not to the revenue account. I would like to have an expla- 
nation on this point from the Honourable the Finance Member. 

Mr. I*. M. Josh! (Nominated: Labour Interests): I would also like the- 
Honourable Member in charge of the Department to give me some infer* 
mation as regards the business of manufacture of salt.^ We have been told 
that the accounts of this Department are now commercialised. I^woiiid like 
to know what is the capital which Government have invested in this in- 
dustry. Even though money has been spent from revenue, the money 
spent" on buildings, machiueiy, and such other things, must now be eon- 
sid.*''^red as capital invested m that industy'y. I would also like to know 
from Government what is the value of the salt which they produce with 
this capital and what is the profit or loss which they make in this industry. 

T find that the Government of India are spending one erore 11 lakhs on 
ihi^se departments and they are gt'tiing from this department a revenue 
of 0 crores of rupees. I think, consideriiig this as a tax, this is too large 
a percentage to expend, namely, more than 16 per cent, for the collection 
M a tax \he salt tax is bad on moral grounds as well as on economic 
reminds/ but. Sir, the salt tax is bad also on this business ground, Bamcly, 
Giat ih/takes more for Its eollection than many other taxes. T wnuld* there- 
fore like ihe CTOvernmcni of India to give an explanation on this point. 

There is aiioilicr matter mi which I -would like the Government of 
India to give an explanation in connection with ibis BemrtncL From the 
details hven as regards this Demand T find that the Governmcaii of India 
aro^ spending about 10 laldis of rupees as new’' expenditure \rhifh 1ms been 

1 
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shown in this book of Demands in bhude i;pi, biit i * nd . i ^ Uu d i x- 
penditure for this ;)ear is 15 lakhs more than th« n \ /m n* ; r 

past year. 1 do not find a clear explanalion ul thi^ k cn d * j dihin 
Moreover, I would like to ask the Governmerit oi ludi i vL« iLs r tni;. ithice 
increased expenditure before the Btandimr hmanc* PokifoitOt utr n- ^ ne. 
tion. I find from the report of the Staiidin*^ iin uun I iini u* 

items of expenditure have been placed ikdori the Ht 'uda I .no t r4v*m 

mittee, but it is not the practice of Ibe G< >\f rnme n" « ludu i in- 

creased expenditure on old items before tin* Sia?tduir^1 di oa i nniinhftt 
The Standing Finance Committee will not be ol niacli um n ^n»\trnni it 
do not consult it when they increase the ex]andiinr< vii (ini>- <ai \Uii«h 
Ihey have been spending some money. I therefun* v. n* f » kf « ^ !r< in tlif* 

Honourable the Finance Member whether he does nut tlui k it athiuike 

to place additional expenditure on old tiians aK<; I* Ciy SMiKlinjj 
Finance Committee for its approval. As regards tlie pmid raiu^fl fe in\ 
friend from Bombay, I heartily support his view thni lie m on 

^capital expenditure should not be debited to rcvimie rfce^Hint imt uld 
be spent from capital account. 

Mr. A. Irangaswami Iyengar (Tanjore rwu Trieltino|iul\ Non Miilium. 
madan Eural) : I do not desire to make a speech !iut onU In c* d! altinCon 
to one fact on which I should like to know the poliin uf Gn* Gu\i ruim lit 
My friend Mr. Jamnadas Mehta lias rightlv pointod onl find' ihe habit ol 
charging to revenue capital expenditure has hnc*can+' inon* or b. idirc^uic, 
but on the other hand, I find the fTOvrnantuit cd India irj fiti ir iiisl ruc- 
tions to the Madras Government have laid duwn tt delhiitt urirwipb tk bt* 
adopted in charging capital expendHurc to rt*\rniKu { find Hii% in flie 
Memorandum of the kladras Government on their liudg* I fer It rib id, tbey 
have stated on page 67 that “the Governtneni of India liau ebeiebd 

that expenditure on civil works costing less than 5 laUi*^ shunid lio inti 
from revenues Therefore, according to the Go\ernim‘id o( India’s own 
principle expenditure xvhich is above 5 lakhs ought to be oliargi'd ia capbal 
account and not to revenue account. On that basis i!if‘ nmiton of my 
friend Mr. Jamnadas Mehta is on the Government of India s oun deeisiuiH 
sound and the amount is bound to be charged to capilnl and not to rvvi nue. 

Sardar V. 1“. Mutalik (Gufarai and Deccan Ranlars and Iriunidars: 
Landholders): In this connection I am glad that the Lu>n r qwMhm ha-, 
been raised by my Honourable friend Mr, Jamnadas Th itai 

question in this ease is that Government, shouht ckuirl} b't\ rfouii 'for flit*' 
guidance of this House the principle on which ex|H‘mlitiire ih cl'iargf‘d thhi r 
to capital or to revenue. Some of these items to mv mind miglit to go 
to revenue., account and some of these ought to go ’to cuipitnl accuuiif. 
For example, the purchase of trucks, brake vans and loeoinotives. This 
is an item which ought really to go to capital accoiiiiL 1 rti>sc4f do nol 
think that a limit of 5 lakhs or 10 lakhs or one lakh k a proper We 
must go on the principle. We must not go by any ammini in deeiflirig ai^ 
to what ought to be the proper test tor debiting this oxpcmciiiufe to one 
head or the other. 

The next question was raised by my Honoumble frit^nd Mr, dmU with 
regard to the powers of the Standing Finance CoiiimifcicHu At prcBent 
only new expenditure is placed for sanction before the Stendlrig Fiimnce 
Committee. I suppose that is the practice, but I am not qiiita sure if 
increased expenditure on items already sanctioned is ever placed before 
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ihe Siandiiig Fiiifmce CoBiniittee and vdiether tlie Standing Finance Com- 
mittee lias got an\ power to ehock the consiantl} increabiiig expenditure 
on some items, A definite statenicnt ot the policy of Government with 
iegcird to these t\io items, namely, expenditure which is either charged to 
leienue or capital, and the powers of the Standing Finance Committee, 
IS desirable and I ho])e the Honourable the Finance Member will make a 
^statement on these two points. 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett (Finance klember): I will deal first 
Aitli the question of the powers of the Standing Finance Committee which 
lias Incidentally arisen in this connection. The position is that ever}^ iimv 
item ot votable expenditure comes before the Stalling Finance Committee. 
If there is aihlitional expenditure in the normal course on salaries, owing 
to incremental scales of salary or other ordinary inevitable increases, they 
are not put before the Standing Finance Coiumiitee But no increase 
diat is purely of an optional n<itiire is included in the Budget without the 
ipproval of ihc Hi anding Finance Cummitiee. 

I next come to the main point that has been raised by Mr. Jamnadas 
Mehta. I WTiuld say at once in answer to hlr. Ghetiy that this is not a 
new principle, that the inclusion oi items of this sort in the rewenue ex- 
penditure has been the practice followed from the beginning of time in the 
Oovemmeni of India, so far as I know. There has been no change in prac- 
fice tills year. The change that is proposed by Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta 
would be a iiew'' depaidure {Mr. Jamncidas M. Mehta: ‘"A wholesome 
departure,’') Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta says it would be a wholesome 
df'partnre. I heard something the other daj^ about frenzied finance. 1 think 
that Mr. Ilangasw ami lycaigar’s suggestion that any item over 5 lakhs should 
la charged to capital woulii enable us to introduce a very nice budget this 
a*ar but would not be easy to characterise it otherwise than as frenzied 
Ihianca The reference that was made to the Madras Government’s 
publiCfition was, 1 am afraid, misunderstood by in> Honourably, friend. 'We 
have had under earefu] consideration the question of the limits within wliich 
is pi’fiper or (Ksirahle to allow IVovineial (jovernments to borrow for 
I urposi's uhicdi ar(‘ urji strietl) reproductive. There are existing rules m 
lfj« su!)ject whicdi an^ always very carefully interpreted which do allow 
licaTowing in the case of Provineiai Governments not merely for reproduc- 
tive* purposes such as irrigation, but also for certain itemv^ which tire 
< ither ot u semi-prod uctivi* or are even of tm onerous nature but are 

largi* etipittil out bus ot a kind which it is difficult for a Provincial Govern- 
ment to finance out of the revfuiue of the yetir; and in connection with 
Gie Pruvincitd Lotins Fund we are trying to get that pmetiee a little more 
tdearly defined. But this is a practice that applies stricll;\ only to the Pro- 
vinelul Governments, and if I <tm asked for a principle in regard to the 
Govenimmil of India as to v^hat ])urpo'-'es it is pro]>t‘r to borrow for and 
wliat that principle is, I should answer unhesilatmgl;\ that borrowing by 
a Government in the ]>osition of tht‘ G^overnment of India ought, to lake 
place only for productive purposes: strictly speaking, I should sa) only for 
railways and irrigation and things ot that sort. (A Vo/ce : “ Delhi,”) 
Delhi Is quoted against me. I think that the fact that we are borrowing 
for Delhi is a delect in our existing budgot and a strong argument for not 
placing any more pranks of the kind which is proposed now by Mr. 
Jamnadas M. Mehta or making attempt to reduce the provision that is 
made for reduction or avoidance of debt. There is a very interesting article 
in the Indian Journal of Economies for last July by Dr. John MathM which 
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I think Mr. Juiiinadas if. ifidit.i and is ! . ' ; * i ' a ? 

read as a whole, in which this \\linla qnisfiou , i da f ’ ‘ ‘ n n 

is rather carefully discusseti. Dr. John ilalli >i mn - u, ‘ ,, [ 

there is a very considerable danger of oV( r-hor?»a\n^ j i ^ r„ » y 
capital things that ought to be charged to , ui * i v -y 

good dea^ of suspicion on the tendi^ney in lie* e ot tla pn i ’ oi J t r , ^ n^, 

ments to get out of iimnedhde diihciuiaw h\ b a-r n,.. ! I, * j. 
described as public works'. 


Mr. Jamnadas M, Mehta: Will you kindh n ad l\Ir M a n , ,inr*l‘ :* 

id b ‘ ' i it j ilir 


The HonoiiraWe Sir Basil Blackett: J dial! Ik 
jB.oiiourable Member. 


Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta; Thanks, but I am asking \ n, Ad^don. 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett:! pivtVr Mathai (Liwdtten 
What IS proposed here is that we should realH ohso ram dillkoJih . b, rlnn-ini' 
a very old standing^ practice and set t«> work to irnuvas,^ miimiiit tlwr'wr 
lorrow m order to increase the size of our surfdus. I hvw uireudv liiri' 
oncasion this session to _draw the attention ol ilu> I louse to the fact, ihnf 
the Government of India and the Provincial Ckm-riunuit^ leiuvuu tiuiu 
nave already a very- heavy capital programme of di velopnMTit. ]d,r pur- 
poses of development they require to come into the inarkei una Ivrv 

UK} are faced in connection with maturing debt over and ni)ov,. Uie unmniPi 

that required to be bormwed. That is the munedint.. .ff.'-t o! tin’- 
Pioposal— it means probably additional difficuit\ in raisin'^ th,. kuk, 
hltiTr'f Tr?® interest on tlic whole of ilu-’’l,..rnwai-^ 

Provincial f ioxennuu,!^ in .'o 

tai as we have either to renew or horruw tu-,,.- . . i -i , 

restrict the amount that we shall be able to borrow fni k', ' '! 

capital development such as railways and i r -i i i , ' 

Mi-ffcst to this House that it would be a vtr fYli t ,, i! "'‘"''T?"’*'' 
at .this sta„.e to transfer to capital and hobnlv lJoJ " , 'b’"' 

n items such as those which hWo b Jm H anv . . o ’? ^r'r 

Department. I think it is a' very ^ood f'n 'l"' ’,",‘''7”'*'' "/ 

go fact tliat you eommereialiso the ncwnmVkot b t)7; ‘ 

distinction m those accounts botwocn whai items ar • stn'c’flv* *f"’ r"'' 
character and what item.s aro of a caDibal e 'n-w, a rev, mi, 
sanly lead to the conclusion ,ihal you should b,tm, forT, 
capital items. On the eontraryl I think tiud eti T' iif 

extremely dnngerouB and that ibo Go^ l-bey mmld 

support of ihfe House should «nf India \ntli the fiiii 

^or-t and should Itiv^down 2 thlb ^ 

MirposeB of productive dovcIoDmciS nnif f I 

puis conncctiS .'^’I'baVrnot got^LTxactV/ •?*’!'“! t '’’V' 

TO lakhs. That is the deproeiatod block valued*”’',! tu ^ !!• 

recounts as wc have drawn them ud ('Tn^uV/f to tin- 

,.i,o block „I„ rf the cpia (I 
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asked wliy it is that tills Demand shows an increase as compared both 
vdih tiie revised and the original budget estimate of last ear. The 
Increase is very hirgety explained by the introduction for the first time of 
die coiiimereial account. Honourable Members will find on page 19 that 
there is a depreciation charge of 3 lakhs and interest charges on capital 
\r:tlay of 3 lakhs 37 iliousand which practically account Cor the wlioio ot 
ths iiiciN ase. 01 course to a considerable extent that is shiiply a transfer 
C‘i lliis cliargc from the Interest vote to this vote. 

I have endeavoured to meet all the ])oints Ibrtt arse. I in uid once 
. eaia ‘‘unr f*]i lht‘ House liie dariaer ol tiding 1u relieve iiiiniodiale 
hlileoldt-s o; luo ; nvrruixt' to the dan.<ercus Imhib oi borruW'De, \nt’i the 
-uy -siliie liiut iu a ViTV slued iiiue tl.e adJit'Anal c'aai'ges lor 

U’unst \o nhl Mo* Lhan laU u]; th.e aJLieaint tluu t * s,,vo, ;uid stiious 

h^lacf s uMild hi plaet^ in ihe v ay of 1liat <h vt lofaneidnl eiepilai 

\*»en lit o\* t ' ubuh 'O (^llucli sneh Cieal in porlant . , our eap't' 1 ( xpeii- 
i. ere ( ' I Uiid ii 3 i' 4 a'h,£)_ ^ oiks oi Ihat sat. ll iioinlr r also 

* , il ii oot ouiv fair ea[)nal ex[>end’iui rj ilu' ea* ai.d i‘\umdLtui*e of 

•I! wL* Mr,,3e"(»s wliieli aiit cted by the or inteiast t'd ’.diieli we 

' an V'. 


FIlV kT3Sidsnt: Hie cr’giiad qiieblion uas: 

liiu iftln 1 sia.i lot (Mt, liii'x H'- 1 ,ii 25 900 Ik ...'tiiteOi ij ms i^oniiiur 
to ' i il s Ooiei ‘1 lochfjas tie ^5 1 ' lO. n ul pa^ laciit (.ha the 

M 1 'ai , ih ‘ 31 h it*;, <tt hLicii, 1926, lu is^'pcct ol ‘ fchJt 

rhu • a lieu ao am. u dm cut has been movi d : 

,! li t..‘ !‘uiJ,.nr1 luidm ih( he»d ‘ S.ili ’ he U'tliUiJ hv 14.25,0^/’ 

T g *a a 1 Lave i i put is that llial leduclieii la uiudL. 
rill, dissemhl) divided. 
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Gliulam Bari, Khan Bahadur. 
Graham, Mr. L. 

Hira Singh Brar, Sardar Bahaduif 
Captain. 

Hudson, Mr. W. F. 
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Alilia, The Honourable Sii 
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The motion was negatived. 

*Mr, BBabendra Ohandra Eoy (Presidency Bivision : Non-Miiliamiiindan' 
Eural) : Sir, I beg to move the motion which stands jn my name, and 
wliicli runs as follows : 

“ That the Demand under the head ‘ Salt * be reduced by Bs. 5 lakhs.*' 

Sir, in 1920-21 the income was Es. 5-7 crores and the expenditure was 
Bs, 81 lakhs. In 1921-22 the actual expenditure was 148 crores and ihe 
income was estimated to be 6-41 crores. In 1923-24 the income was 10 
crores and the expenditure was 97J lakhs. In 1925-26 Hie income is 
estimated to be less than 7 crores and the expenditure is raised beyond all 
proportion to Ks. 1,11,26,000. That is, the anticipated income in 1925-26 
has fallen off by nearly one crore, whereas the expenditure is going to be 
raised by nearly 12^ lakhs, l^t^has been declared by this Assembly "as wcB 
as the previous Assembly that it is one of the most unjust and unfair taxes, 
which falls more heavily on the poor than on the rich. It is also the intention 
cf this House as well as the public that the earliest opportimity should he 
taken to reduce this tax with a view to its early abolitiom *Tliat being 
the goal, I think there cannot be any justification for the increased cost oi 
administration of this Department. Sir, it is a well-known fact that once 
Aou increase the cost, it is very difficult to reduce the exf)enditure. In the 
Explanatory Memorandum on page 9 we find that some other expenditure 
on Capital Outlay on Salt Works is estimated for 1925-20 at a little more 

^Speech mt corrected by the Honourable Member, but onTyTTewlglircs have' tei 
corrected. ** 
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i.irHi 15 laMiS, 80 lakhs for the other charges. In 1022-28 wlicn there 
wad ivi capital outlay the income was Rs. 6,82>00»000. The burden ot 
id i^onie b} the general tax-payer. In 1925-26 it is proposed to 
Kf.eiid lU, 15 lakhs on capital outlay, but the income and expenditure aro 
notiHdh In this connection I may note that on page 55 of his Budget 
Pocceh thu Finance Member said: 

ju'itified in assuming that the yield of the salt duty will he a normal one 
p yeai, and t now put the re\enue at 6*95 crores- This is less by 79 lakhs 

i"- *h(‘ i'yood figure for 1924-25 which was swollen }jy collections at the higher rate 
< i tbuy ui force in 1923-24 under the system of credit salesP^ 

V fc'cfurt wic'ii \ou -,ay that you are running the department on commer- 
^ ^ ^ ('hi] and laisine^^^s lines, I ask why is not that principii^ 

applied in this ease? The abolition of the tax will leave some of 
ill • iiivtsteiN \rith dead stock on their hands because so much interest will 
he I ‘ind jhc‘ cliaigu' will fail on the revenue of the country. There is no 
aMiiis,u!iig tile fact that with the improvement in Indian finances the 
agitation for llh^ abolition of this lax will grow and the Govc’rnment will 
h:ivt‘ no fdluT afiernative but to abolish it altogether. With these words, 1 
|c‘g pni lorwaid m\ motion. 

Mr, President; The question is: 

That the Demand under the head ‘ Salt * he reduced by rupees live lakhs.** 

11 io motion wtis negatived. 

IxcDwEASE IX Expenditure. 

Mr. M. JosM: Sir, I move: 

That the Demand under the head ' Salt ’ he reduced by Rs. 4 lakhs.** 

Even hoariug tlie speech of the Honourable the Finance Blember i 

?m not yet satisfied that there is need for increasing expenditure by 5 
biklis of rupees on ordinary items. The Honourable Finance Member 
shited that a part of the increased expenditure was due to the commerciaii- 
sulion of the accounts and part to normal increase. The Eetrenchment 
rommittee examined the Government of India's accounts very recently and 
had made certain retreiieliments ; but, I find that the very next year now 
Gorenmumt am showing a tendency to increase the expenditure, it 
rioveriimt'nt increase their expenditure normally by five lakhs so soon, 
^not!u‘r Retrenchment Committee will be necessary; and if G-ovemment 
insist ufion increasing their expenditure normally by 5 per cent., 1 think, 
Sir, it will be desirable for this House to cut down normally the amounts 
proposed by them by 6 per cent, every year. 

Mr. FresMenl: Further reductaon moved: 

** That the Demand under the head * Salt ’ be reduced by Rs. 4 lakhs.** 

Mr. A. H. Lloyd (Member, Central Board of Bevenue) : Sir, I promise 
the House that I shall be very brief; but I think it is desirable that I should 
rust meet the point that Mr. Joshi has made regarding the increase in 
Wq)onciitiire. He has referred to the fact that out of the increase over the 
rtwised estlmati»s for alUndiia — an increase of something like 15 lakhs* — 
only 7 iaklis is explained by the oommeroialisation of the accounts. I can 
^Bmm the Honourable Member that the remaining increase is not a sign* 
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■cf extravagance. 'It is simply explained. It will be seen, if you tiuvc 
India, tliat is to say, the Northern India Salt Lepartuient, that in tlie very 
first item in the Demand the revised estimate for voted ex])eiiditiiro is 
■■something like 4 iakhs below the budget estimate for i924»25. That is 
liOt because the budget estimate was watered, it is because the ca-iTviiig «'>ut3 
■of a big work — the electrification of the Khewra salt works — was pracivcaliy 
postponed for a year. It will be taken up in the eoimiig }'eiir and 
.'acGomits for 5 lakhs. 

Then under India there is another increase of 2 laklis in tlie iirai-voted 
item over the revised estimates. This is simply and solel\' due ti) tlie i'/ict 
that the production of the Sambhar Lake has iiicruascd a.n(i \vi‘ .‘irt-: uiidt r 
nil obligation to pay a certain commission which incrciises whli incn/Jisud 
urodnctiO'ii to those States within whose territoiifS the Sambhar lailee vrcr’les 
•are carried on. 

Tliero. is one more small point I w^ould mention — tlie .incruise in Aiaciras. 
That is to some extent due to reduced output in 1924 - 25 ; bui; it j.:; ;;iiso 
■partly due to works 'that have become necessary in ordcT t(') ea.iTv out 
re'-)i:ii'rs a.s a result of the recent damage done by cyclones in tliat rresid'i'ni,'}’. 

Mr. iC. Aliaied (Eajshahi Division; Muhammadan Eiiral) : Sir, I think 
that the exf)h'mation that Mr. Lloyd lias given meets tlie arguments rffisfal 
"by Mr. Joshi. As far as J\Ir. Joshi's arguments are based on ilicr n.'com- 
niendatioris of tlie Betrenehment Committee, I do not agree with what lie 
has said. Eepresenting as I do al'iiiost the same interests as Joslii 
does and having the honour to take part sometime in the same platform as 
i]\Ir, Joshi, I think it is necessary that the matter should be looked at froiri 
different points of view; at any rate it has to be lool'ced at from a wider 
point of vieav than the one adopted by my Honourable friend in liis argu- 
ment. 

In the first place, Sir, we have got a net income of over 6 crores of 
rupees out of salt. The expenditure incurred on it is only, 1,11 lakhs and 
-odd, If we utilise labour properly and pay it handsomely, then my Hon- 
ourable friend will be aci-ing true to his salt. (Laughter); and from that 
■point of view I think my Honourable friend ought to withdraw his motion. 

My friend, Mr. Diiraiswami Aiyangar who was speaking on the same 
subject 'wanted a bigger reduction — ^he is not present here — but I think he 
■asked for a reduction of fifty lakhs .... 

Mr. 0. Biiraiswami Aiyangar: If you' cannot see me, who else will be 
'•visible ‘ to you ? 

Mr. K, Alimecl: Madras people, Sir, naturally welcome their own 
Madras salt; but it has been discussed ailH found that the salt wo get from 
Madras is not a refined one and is not acceptable for consumption by people 
'■of otlior provinces. At is not, necessary for me to enter' into that discussion, 
'hut I say this: 'the Honourable. Member first of all wanted to omit the 
entire Demand; being unsuccesS'fiil he caught hold of the fil’ty lakhs re- 
.'duciioh, then of Ahe,’ forty iakhs, till it has gradually come clown to four 
lakhs. " It is rather 'difficult to enter into these arguments, especdally wdieii 
he' 'Said 'that it was better to grant licenses, on a moderate scale though iie^ 
'is';aii';extremist in ''his pMtform, speaking. Although he., is not a Swarajist, 
Sif,':IBav,e''.seen:from''timeA6 time 'that ."he is,. 'BotffieMiid them,."' But, ffir, 
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diovv lire you ye.riitg to gnuit licenses on the ii’ioderate scale when you know 
tiiat i)\ cluing so more ncjjple will snuj,gg]e salt. It lias been found that 
lawyers ro'e isciiig engJig'ed cjn bfhsdi of these siruiggiers and there has been 
a riantljer el cnises which I'awhalny uiy Honourable irieiidj Mr. Lloyd, knows 
iTiiu'li l:Hy,n.-r llnni leysch. 'dir, Iji.iaraisu ami's argument therefore was 
ngaiiist tic,- nulhie hner'Wf. It is lY>r my friends to see that if they do not 
liv!?i Ilia (h.ivmnmmu o,j n;iss t!ic lludger' tliey will do more harm than good 
Oi ih:^ ('wjiary. I’iKCT I’nwc edreunadances, Sh% I would ask ray friend 
,Mr. to o'iihera’s- ila- liwah.n ihr rcdmdimi. (Laughter.) 

Mr. I'L Ivl, JoruL: .\s ,oio‘„*,'ste;i 'tiy rny ilonwuMlu'e friend dir, Ivabeeriid- 
Lh: dnooi'ty 1 naem jchnir.-, 1 icy; iu withdraw UiGtiorij Sir, 

Tim taj.ii-’Oi v,"-. ihu A-.e.'rmiy. wiiinlrawu. 

hi'./vnMM'. W'- rnn Prv uf Assi-;rAXT IxspKWirsm ix the hlADirvs 

LaUsiDEXCY. 


DiwEii Bahadur T. Bangachsxier tAmdms rib 


: T.wwJiuUa 


!;m;: Sir, 1 Hd* Ut draw allcidJoii Ay ihls moli^aO- uj iho great- dissatls- 
‘:--n li/:o ■ cTa,.. :.n;>-n:.' Mi-,' raHie' tA Assistant insfVwdors and Sub-lns])ec- 
< in Ih'' wadraN An ddroey wYar the alM.-i'ed yosiiTin in ivhleli they And 
m-eiva‘S e:U aaeuuiH uf La* sepas’aijoi^ of hhoir denari rum it into the Excise 
Jsaiw !i.'-!or'' ifa' ■•'■yarali'en Shy ;w Hvaaouraole .Meiffbcws will find 
a Fiac'e AA'i nf .’hc Sena‘i':g l*Tuai>'''' ‘TuunnaUl-n-ehs ]h’f';ceed!riTs, Am!. IV, 
siaif ('•amlstad nl 87 I !:sp(*ciura, I'dA .Assistant I.nsjaactors, ]2 iVssistant 
a ; ; i w. Ta are 2 !t,'pru Sean eissi(>ncrs so shat t-hr> 1h(j Assistant 
ra<'‘n'*r> !ewl A-a i-haraa' ff" ihhjg i.-j f;he 'proi: of Jaspei'tons, vriiose iriimbtT 
: S7, rO’d A:e s? lustae.d ers: Imd the eluFMeo of rt-eug to the ])Ositioii of 


A-sia.imit { 'oaemissinners whoso ninr'ibcn vv;is 12. lAow, Sir, under t!w> rc- 
orgiiidiod'imi sc!‘erra,y tliem ;iro {}() As^istmit InspecUvrs a-nd. the iiinmbor of 
hn'S'paohws is rachnaad lu 'll}, so that ilfeir elumraes of i-iwamotima liiivo becai 
riMlneed vt-ry ce W}si(h;e'a1dy. The Sulelnspoctfjrs alssj stand in a worse posi- 
iiou, iawaijso tiurro a,ro 177 Snh-Inspectors who Iiave to ilsn to the position 
(sf Assistrmt 1 raspi.edti'H’s. I see tlu’t the proposal of the CroveiTiTnemt is 
ma:!rr*l\' to rTiovc thren to tlic exd.ent of putting tlKTii on a graded scade or 
rather mi a iime ’hhuit,, that is to say, they would start from Its. 150 and 
r''-:c i(j hs, 2iK) u'itli n sekwtimi grade from Es. 200 to Es. 250. T hardly 


ririiik, Sir, fins is sufBeient. I know the discontent aanong these ranks is 


\!‘>'y d'*''gr e?id file nr>vraTH'iW*nt r(-cngnis(>d it In iheir |)roccedings, I also 
i-mow ilu'vl" 1:1m Lncml ( (c worn men 1 recommenclad the case of these people 
[Vn* tlia» f-'''m|cd'[ira'ic c^onsideraiion rif I'he rrovemment of India. AIv sug- 


gesf'ion is ilwt' the fjreivicicYu 'made i]! ibe Thidgei is hardly adequate to meet 
the e!fciTmsi:art(Vis .of iin"» ease. T dr> nrd knon' if it is not possilde to increase?. 
I he ininibrnM'd' I’nsiau/tors from To to 25 so ns to inerea-se their cliances of 
leirariotiofi and wliethr'r tlin rinmher of Assistant Inspectors could not be 
irawefised so Had'- the Sul) -Inspectors Tua-y liave better chances of pro-motion. 
TT'ie' ijrtsiiion now isunneh \rraT.*x Afany rif these* Assistant Inspectors a'cted 
as Tris'ffcctors wl'uu! thev were, in 'thru combined scale,' but now they are all 
redricrtcl k) Hit* "rruik of Assistant Inspectors. 'More than 'twO' dozen Ins- 
runrliors liavc been rednccrl to the po-siiion of ' Assistant Inspectors, wdiile 
they have be.ciV'hf»1 cling sometimes' -sub. pro Um, and sometimes acting 
appointiTit'wits dor' sevcfral years as "inspectors. All 'that I wish to point out, 
Sir, i'S' tliat thcr provision made' in their case is totally !nadec|iiatex 


"“'Tl'iat the Demand -itate. :th^' head, ‘Salt’ be 'reduced by Es. lOA’ 
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Mr* A. H. Lloyd: Sir, the Honourable Mover of this ainoncbneiit ^ ha« 
referred the House to the proceedings of the Standing finance T oiiiinitt^ e, 
and I have no doubt that those Members vho are iiiteresleM In the nialier 
will make the reference I think that the House will prefer me not io go 
iiilo the dtdails of this question The separation of the ^ Salt Departrneiit 
and tho Excise Department in Madras admittedly had iininediate results 
which were prejudicial to the prospects of the officers assigned to iln* S ill 
Department. It was for this uason that tho proposal*^ asstaitod h) {)^ fin 
Standing Einaneo Committee wert‘ drawn up. These proposJs woit* made hy 
the Local Government who arc still in charge of the administraiiuii oi tht‘ 
Salt Department in Madras, and in llio circumstances, I am airaid, it is iiol 
possible for the G-ovoriimciit of India to sa\ mori' iban that tho\ nnt(» ihaf 
apparentlv the Honoiiralile IMovor has inlormatif)n ihai ila* offica rs afi«i'!<d 
are dissatisfied, and if occasion arises, this point vill b*' i>oino in mind 

Diwan Bahadur T. Eangacliariar : Sir, T do nol vish to press thi^ 
motion. 

The motion was, by leave of the AssembK, withdrawn. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“ That a reduced sum not exceeding Rs. 1,11,25,000 be granted ti* ihe Governor 
Genera! in Council to defray the charge winch will come in course of payineni dunia^ 
the year ending the 31st day of March, 1926, in respect of * Salt 

The motion tvas adopted. 

Demand No 16 — Customs — contd . 


Abolition of the Cotton Excise Duty. 

Mr, President: The question is: 

“ That a sum not exceeding Rs. 71,66,000 be granted to the Govenior General in 
Council to defray the charge which will come in course of payment during the year 
ending the 31st day of March, 1926, in respect of ‘ Customs \ 

Since which an amendment has been moved : 

“ That the provision for Rs. 77,000 for the Cotton Excise Establishment be 
omitted/' 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: Sir, T think it will be for the conve- 
nience of the House if I am allowed to rise now and explain 'what has deve- 
loped since this discussion was adjourned on last Friday. The House will 
remember that after spending the whole day in discussion on this motion, it 
postponed further consideration till to-day in order to give time for considera- 
tion of the points which had arisen. Now, it emerged clearly from last 
Friday's debate that there was complete unanimity on ail sides of the House 
in tho view that the only obstacle to the repeal of the cotton excise duty was 
the question of funds. There was complete unanimity on that point. There 
was almost complete unanimity that the sum earmarked in the Budget for 
1925-26 for the relief of the provinees should not bo encroached upon. Tt 
was pointed out on behalf of the Government that the motion before the 
House If carried and accepted involved the non-collection of the cotton excise 
duty from the 1st April 1925 and the loss of revenue could onlv be made good 
by reducing the sum set aside for the provinces. It was further pointed ©ut 



Til. <tL!,TiAL niI)(;rET — LIST OF DEMAJIDS. 


ai89 


ill il * \ai if ti « lowjit \ rtalK available, it ought logicalh lobe devoted 
tji iiier* Uh u*b( f ui tiiv pru\mL't^ if, in the uords oi Sir Ihirsliotaiiidas 

liiirUiol ilu |»noi\U o: ilu pri^Miiciai claiiii first, second and last is eon- 
e* (it I nd th tt il luctaai abolition o£ the cotton excise duty this year 
niiiO iH apt t !.>t be i Ibe t xpeii'^t of the provinces hereafter Sever<ii 
oiib r -‘i \ * !<- au-o tin out in the course of the discussion. Bir 

( iiipu! b Uh ‘ ur. i mat th ( ro^ ernment should agree to accept the 

\!)i ' f. ' h( tn duN u ohm, and. il it \u*rr carried, sltiuld abolish the 

o. sr »n ea-* 'lut ? \ . n a it nixoo., d ^ ucruaehing on the fund available this 
\» tir L< »!* lL( fa ac* I’hudn Aloiii d Xcliru cxpivssf d his readiness io vote 
iXr i' II 4 I ^ ih >u -nit djh‘ iUornatKe could be toiind. Ibindit 

M fj ir M a a Mbs i a la uio’ me lor the ad|ourniocii{ of the debate 

t \pn I In- e adid* ]ic< tlu^ euT-^ could hi^ made siifilcieiit to enable the 
lioK I ' la ooM ai b ’Mflnut lunhuddug the auiouni available for the pro- 
\iPo- \i b (iu bh fir .liiinili 111 uie the suggestion Hmt, if the whole 
(br e » b I ant fM I U-!e i ihi^ war a beginning niigbt be naab' as an 

. eai .4 «>* tb ‘ ^oeoninivunX < \piuosed desire t<. honour to tiie fuli both in 

ielUr cub spirit fla given by Lord Hanlmge. Ait these points re- 

quin /I lid ha\* ^iiice r» <“‘^4 i e ireful an<l prolonged consideration and re- 
cKuinaiiion in mmy easf*s b\ da* tbe.ermuent of India, who were and are 
inir-! mxtuu**- t > ui\\ full Aciuiit to the vie\^s of this House on this very 
iinpurniil tiiawiton aiel vim \wbconiad the opportunity oift-red by the 
ablouriiiuein dlial opi on unity h ts bi‘en used b\ the (tovernment who 
ha\e giii u tin most (ssrt'ful and -Miqiatladic study to the whole subject and 
I i{a\e now to explain to tin* House the conclusions at which tiny have 
arriw (I A n a xainiii Uiou of the osiinmtes confirms the (jovernment in 
their \ieu that lliere i-> no legdtimati* possibility of both maintaining their 
profionals ha* proviiuu’ d refitd* this year ini act and abolishing the cotton 
ixcise duty Tlm\ cannot fmdget for a deficit ami they are convinced that 
no important cuts can bo in ale if the budget figures are to remain, as they 
must, a true (oihnaic* of the amount liluly to be required for the service 
of ilu* Btatc for ih<‘ yor For ihf' reasons stated last BAiday, the 

c lOVi rnnicut (MFc uiiaiilc to reianninend uiiy form ot substituted taxation, 
shiec this inevitably involves imposing a now iaxihe proceeds of which will 
be paid to the mlilowin-rs. They must also x*ule out at once any idea of 
cricro.udmicnt tai the sum cannarkivl for provincial relief. It is* obvious that 
this latter course* is lud ilesired by the ITousc and even if the Xlous© were to 
pass this niotion— which I ho]ie*it will not — and even if that motion must 
logically be iuken io mmm giving priiHty to the eotion excise duty oyer the 
pi’uviiuiai confributions, the (lovtumment feel that they would he failing in 
their duly if Ibev were to consent to cleprive the nation-buiklmg services of 
the funds they so liailly need in order to ivpeal a tax, the arguments for* 
whose repeal ‘Vire at tlie moment preponderatingly, though not entirely, 
poiiiloal dliere reinnins Ih. Jiimah s suggesiiVm that a begummg might be 
rmulo this year by some nalueiion, which would necessarily be small, in ilio 
duly as an Vamesi of the Hovemmeni's good inlentions. Now, our recurrent 
Hurpbis amounts only to IS lakhs, and it is clear that a recuiTentJofts o! 
nmmMe might not to'be financed out of non-rccurrent n’oeipts. This is not a 
proposal Io use our non-recurreni surplus this year for some non -recurrent 
purpose but it is a proposal to use it for a recurrent purpose,^ Now, even 
a rcduotioii of | pew cent, in the duly wmuld cost us, as wm estimate, about 
fiO Ifikhw find would therefore involve mme^ risk when we come to the Budget , 
for lfl2fi-27* But at first sight the proposal has mme obvious attractions* 
Its adoption would, in the first place, it is claimed, finally dispose of the* 
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suspicion that Lancashire or some obstacle otlur than tiie laclv of fujid'. 
stands in the way of the practical carrying into effect of thobe phslgoto wliali 
tile Government have once again declared their inleiition of liunoiiriiig in 
the letter and in the spirit. I repeat once more that ihf re i< no 
other than the lack of funds, but I reeagni.se ibai tlurf* Vviii .ilwaAs he llmM. 
who demand that a sign be given unto them mid wiio \\l\{ jua oe coumo'! i i 
except by ocular deinonslratioii. li a reductirm of 1 |M‘r cent, tils'- \ . r 
would roaii\ be regarded <is ocui.ir deiiioustrutkai, it \wadd rdt\ieiiv|^^ no 
real political value. It has been siiagc Nir<[ also tlmt {</ m da tlu U‘ ui' ii-*. >* . 
lion can\iiiciiig the iniiial n auction oueiit; to be ace<jm >ani( d h\ < pi i \ * 

progn-^dve diiuiniiiion and ultiinati' ixiiuclirtii witliiii i u li -> 

cleaiiy imohes an iinjustihalde s[)iculauai as in ilie Ihi-luiK 'i 
\ears, as \\ < 11 ,is a nioaigaue oi any fnlin'e '^ui*[)las uiib a e' Jiido . i I- ' ^ 

in fa\uur of eolton exehe dnl\ (Aei pi’osineitd > i,toi>iUHa!- aid i' do" Jid 
'tile (r(>\einineui Jiave bad the ad\aiU*ua' sinco > Fr'a' i ^ ui a 
tile whale luallvu ailli ru)reMnd<itiM ^ ai the mdlo.vuer^-. 1h a . a t i 

reeagijisu that (he indaislrv is ihrou^Ji « ed.kadt ph % d/ I 

Inist iisa\ b(‘ a teiiu'ai'ai \ uua. and llie\ a . lO ^Utid ,ai\‘a>'- lo 
s\ 1 j ! [laldeUC ««i;ld I a\ i./iiO'' ble la aa to fjn mhl u > .aj » 

lliiit iiiey can la lielp tlit* iadu-^Liu iu a (sa.ciic). lat? ,. int, p ' ; sia d i i 
cdtair — iiid ] think ties \uA e<adn sa-d V‘. ilu U"!* a i- u in. i i’ s to 
a ivdaictioji Ija lial! jar (‘eiU. at the ( xcdse di:i\ wauitj aw u.u-h da i i 
of the problem. 1 aiu ineaued t<j tioeoi wbtib j i . ai 1 i f i 

of the dot} uauid reall\ g t at the M al f/t t^'a p* o it , n i h ’ • ’< t 

gdv(‘ sanu‘ 1tiii|jaaar\ »- iiet.araeemem \\ e .* a- 111 r* a le a, | ,,oei , a 

by ilif' fatal oi)j'-cliun that siadi a rsdiadi^ai (U tbi, duU b^ 1, dl |a r ta . ' 
Would merely put bd iaklis a W'ar oiU of llif .Mr-hat at 'the iaA a., sf “ 
strlctlv out of tile pockets of tli 3 piadiidd la.X'-piUU-duh^ ll!«' pa 'Lw ? ‘ 
individuals without in any way ludpiug tha cotton iadmtrs la -urmamu a 
difiicultiieH. This bO lakhs a\(‘ar\\auld cuise cdlogidlur la* an.tiiikh 
towards those further reductions of provinciai cond ibutian^ ubieh ilie ^ o\- 
ernmont nml the Assmubly .ire auxiaus fo (dfect and uhieh ilwy !ia\e fua- 
niiscsl to efiect at the* ediiic^ht possible manifjnt. Tile Bamba^ Govcrrimeiii 
winch bofeidoa rnvoiiring tfie abolition of Ibe coltan tcxeise'duU has aba 
represonted strongly its claims to relief, would, so. far from being ]h !pt>d, 
see the dale of its relief pro ionlo pc^slpouefi. And the same is irue <d' the 
other pro^inecs. The objections from this point of view io a rednetia!! nf 
anything mare than half per cent, are obviously c‘ven greater. I do pat 
wish to bo taken as saying tbai in all eireumstnneas we must adbem fa ibe 
strict logic of the position, and that any reduction or aholifian of the* eoflaii 
exciscmluty most neccssaiily await the final cxiinetion of the provineinl wai- 
tributioDR. The decision on that question can be taken in due course ulam if. 
ceases to be a hypothetical one. But it m, we hold, cleurly wrong ilmt wa 
sbouid pjrejudiee that decision tliis year by recommending <a‘ red ucti'on of the 
coi.tan excise duty in a waay which will do no possible good either in ||h‘ 
cotton mil! industry or to India gener<ally. The Govcmimeni of IiidiaL ccin- 
chision, therefore, is that, if they wero to recommend a reduction of ilie ciutv 
this year, they ivoiild be yielding to a political temptation without ach^qiiatV 
justification for their action and that the only right course is for them again 
>0 recommend to the Home and to the country the proposals winch i\ev 
put forward originally after careful consideration in the budget statement,— 
proposals “which in existing cireumstaneeB are in their opinion those best 
calculated to serve the true interests of India as a whole. 
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Diwaii Baliadiir T. Eangachariar: Sir, I ivs^rrl ven UMirli tlic decision 
Ml ./ A Li it 1 h (iu\ i niifirut il India, 1 am afraid^ are* 

If**' D ?h I M > in " f ‘hat tic \ do not t‘ven take advantage of 

|j * oh nno- m i * ai tfo*. '-’tL- (,t’ tlie House. We fully apprmate and 
fr-f' soo^'*** do ‘.iHi ^ hi ‘h h^ M‘’ us. the provinces, in this matter. 

Sho ![.'•» * u’ Of 0 f ?<j ii, ‘ coiicKision that I inubt support this 
! ucsi’i I r- one I ion .n \K^ Ih-'*!. 'ilierc an* two sacred promises made 
h) d. I rinoofi, it Ip 1m. fCii mccio inorc than 15 }cars ago and the* 
oth r in mI.' t tia- tiu.o fif tic Air^nm Awartl. Both the promises have 
m bt ' lUiliod I’b ‘ruisp nl of India, I am ihankfiil to say, have 

r M .DM* I thf iha*!-dt\ tor tiiltillino lids later promise as regards the* 
ppcvirr’hil fo!!tdhuti‘ n, ^ <r tl o n*‘CCNsit\ is adiiiitiediy greater tliaii 

in tic* c.M‘ of tlin , dul\. In fhe ease of the excise duty one cannot 
but sfiinii it ri purely —so far as [ am coneerned I recognise it and 
rre‘trfi ;k a political matter. It has no economic value, as has« 

Lccn pointtd out h\ Air. Bmaki JV.Mad Hinha and others. Its disappear- 
anci* b\ itsoli duos not btuietil the consumer, it is true; it benefits the* 
industrx and dio iiuuMt?) onl\ . ILii, Sir, even if it benefited the industry 
It is a fa-Ufdh u* the count r>. Alter all, the miliowners^ 
are. Indians aiui if thc> art* iielped to stand on tlieir legs, 
the\ will dovelof# (lie iudiMTn for tho advantage of the country. 
i'D lh.it scUm* I Fi'ganl it as an auVantage to the country itself if they 
aro helped to shmd on llioir own legs. i3ut ai the same time the little 
TfSisaMin* of «,upport^ which we n4< the (lovernimmt to give in this Budget 
v'ill not in\e given liuun tvm tied advantage. But we want a declarai- 
titai on thf part of. the ibwermacut of India that they miv determined to 
put all end If? ibis nuMt (hnoxitais and odioutn duty, odious in its origin, 1 
odioiiN jn oHgifial apf>heanun, uuM-hievous and injurious to the producer. 
Sir, we want the IbAonmeni of India to nu?kc a start and a clean; 
^t‘ua willi the lie! >rmin ihon t.« get rid of ii. Even ii they had 
profiosrd a redticlion of inlf ]h r etuit. I should have willingly supported! 
Him Uoveriiioeid, if a had c‘onpifal with a programme for reduction 

ill liitiirM \miim when ‘^nr[>liMos are availahie. It is only when surpluses 
urt* avaJLiido Had wo would urc* this. Ii is a hypotheddeai case 

no doiila, liiit lunimt r< gard to the hi^tojw of Iho past three \ears and 
llio (Mpalde ls;«ids In whkdi Iho fimme^N of this country are placed, I 
invi' no diiubi w^* will fiave \ej?v of .urpluses in future by the aid of 
whicdi we will be able to g/‘i rid both ut tlie provineda] exmiiibuiions and 
!iK. this e\(dM‘ uuiv I 1 Toha : “Sidt* !iv sides'’)^ ^ afraid the 
litjiioiirable tile Fmauf'e M(*ml)er k again in a pessimistic mood, I do 
no! know wh\ lie is o*. I am rathn* inclined in Ihink that the Govern^ 
uuiii of India jm- deliberate!;, lamt upon irritating the pi-cple and the 
|ieople‘’s re present a live*-. Sir,* Hseir mdion lorolay in ficaiving us an op- 
poilunitv 1o uisetis-- tbi^ iuonI itnpoHani n'porl of ihf* Miiddimaii Com- 
miifria 'their mdion m denviug heday tiiis bare Justice^ in the erne of 
l!ir e(4b>n excise dul'v and \afious other maiit^rs iiicdine me io the view 
lliat the Giniriniitmt of Imlia are prefatred to irritate the people. ^Sir, 
wo mv prt*pared taki* llmt irrilalfou. It cjinimi liereafier be avoalod. 
There must be n conflkd and I am afraid ilie GovoiTimeiit of India <to 
lianlug uh into that coiifliet Hir, I am pnd>ared to support ihis motion, 
tmd riiOfie the ihwtTnmenf r>f inriia will ser^ thedr way again to seo 
tliid tliev lb not procHwd in this line of nciion. Lei im he prepared iO' 
eo-ojiemtt* with each fdiiet. (’ooperalioti mtiras rccogniHcm of the 
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country’s difficulties Here, the x’vhole countn, the vliole Indian coiii- 
munity without any interest whatever in the question leel one v a?y W liy 
should the Government of Inaid ignore the sentiments of the people in 
this matter? I regret the decision of the Government, and 1 agrtn-^ to 
support the motion for reduction. 

Mr. E. H. Ashwortli (United Provinces: Nominated Officdal) * Hir, I 
rise on behalf of my Government, the Government of the 1 nitinl Province^, 
to strongly oppose this motion. I oppose it both for otiu'r reasofK ami 
because the remission of the cotton excise duty is bound not unh io 
jeopardize the remission of provincial contributions now proposed, but it 
is bound to affect the question of further remissions in subsc'quent wairs. 
It is useless for this House to say that it can point out otlier sri\ 2 nL’'s 
from which ^he excise duty can be remitted. The Finance Member sa\s 
thast he cannot discover these other funds or savings, and I am eta tain*’ 
that he will not be able to ao so even with the aid ol the speciaehw 
that this H^ouse may wish him to wear. 

Sir, I maintain that ever since the Meston AwTird, remissions of the 
provinciasl contributions have been a first charge on the Indian Budget 
} dances. They have been so by the very terms and conditions of that 
Award. They are still mpre so by the present condition of the provinciali 
finances. I leave it to others to prove that this is so in respect of otlu^r 
j rovinces. But I am instructed by my own Government to, repre- 

sent io this House the circumstances of the Uniten Provinces. 
In 1920 the United Provinces had to incur charges of about 

150 lahhs on revising the pay of subordinate establishments. 
That swcdlowed up most, of the benefit that we were* supposed to gjrfri 
from the idlest on Bettieinent and it \vas not talcen into account in fixing 
the contribution of the Provinces. For a variety of reasons, nif^sily dui' 
to the aftermath of the wair, the revenues of the IMited Provinces tell bekuv 
the Aleston estimate, and this swallow^ed up the small balance oi benefit 
loft. Yet, the province, according to the reiDort of the Meston Goinmiltecs 
had — I quote that report — “large arrears of administrative progress io malce 
up.'' Some progress has been made, but it lia’S onh been rendered pos- 
sible by additional taxation and severe retrencdmient, mainly the lathT. 
These means of increasing or conserving the funds d our (iispf)sal have 
disappeared or very nearly so. Our revenues are not capable of any large 
measure of expansion. We cannot further retrench, as our siand<ird of 
expenditure is the lowest in India save that of one otlnr prpvinee. We 
have achieve! some progress in the nation-building dopartmonts, but they 
risk being starved in the future. Lusth, we have had the disastrous 
floods of September. They have affeefed our revenues to such an extent 
that if w-e lose the proposed remission of nO lakhs, the United Provinces 
which in the period 1921-26 will have contributed 1,200 lakhs to the Cmtmk 
Govornmenf, will be compelled to borrow to cover its budget deficit. 

Sir, there me three main arguments in favour of the remission ii the 
cotton excise duty. The first is that this duty is a tax on small im 30 mc 8 .v 
It is disputed by some that the tax will come out of small incomes, butj 
assuming for the moment that it will my answ^er is that it is impcmiblo 
in Indiw to avoid taxing small incomes, 'if we are to do any good to the-* 
poor, or to the people who only possess small incomes, we 'shatj have to 
tax them in a country like India, Without such tmatian there will be 
no uplifting or edueatioii of the poor, and indeed it will be impossible 
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(fi e ni\ (ill the (jfAcriDiiLni on their btha<lf. Another argnineni is that 
the iinpO'H.it ion ot the e<Aton t xehe cinij \ws unrighteous and iniquitous 
and Cl aici I vfd tor the iRnoflt of Lanca^iire. This argument appears to 
me In imph a im si extra ond mar \ personification of a tax. If the tax is 
no lone I r m anri^Iiti ous one, I canDjOt see how }ou can attack the tax 
bi eaust‘ its ongm was imngiiteoub. 

Pandit Shamlal Nehrn: What was the excise duty? 

Mr. E. H. Ashworth: We have heard a great deal of very strong 
haiuuagt* as to the eiiiiilnality of those who originally imposed this 
t f«x l\l\ iT'isvor lo that would be that if Lane«ishire hands were incar- 
nadined h\ tin imposition <h cotton excise duty they were "washed white 
j> snow 1)\ tiu‘ snbst^qutnt nnpoit duty. 

Lastly, ni ale told that (lovernment proiniscd the remission of the 
cotton f*xcis< duty <in(l (xovernment must be k(‘pt to their promise whatever 
the n suite Ibit tin circumstances have changed since that promise was 
made, changiu In the impositKUi ol the import duty. Agmn the so-ealled 
Goyeniineiii promise uns conditional on tunds being available. How can 
say that funds ar(‘ aw uiable so long as the provinces are bankrupt’ 
and bcung siurved tor funds? Lastly,, I wnuld point out that wise people, 
do iKit exact ihv iultilment of promises the fulfilment of w'hich is not to 
their best interests. 

Pandit Motilal Mehra (Cities of the United Provinces * Non-Muliam- 
m.ifiLm Urhan'i: Sir, like my friend the Honourable Air, Ashworth I come 
also from the United Provinces He comes with a mandate from the Gov- 
ernuami I coim* with a mandate from the people. I enjoy the HU0ra«ge 
of the peopli% my Hoiiouralile Mend is here by th<^ sufferance of the 
Govcamiuenl . That is the diifcTenco between him and me. I stand here 
to support the moiion unrler discussion on behalf of the people, who, 
.icca^rding to my friend the Honourable Air. Ashworth,, wuli be very much 
prejiidiceci if iiiis motion is passed. Why do I do so? Not because I do 
not prrss tile claim on behalf of the people as strongly us Air. Ashwoidii 
dca-N fur the ruiluctioii-— I may say, the total abolition — of the provincial 
Cfiiitributions As I nuKle it perfects clear in my speech the otlior day 
on thi^ motion, u'e do not want any remission of the excise duty at the 
uxpi'Ose oi th ‘ proxinets. We say th{j*t both of them are bad and thaii 
i)olli of tiinu must go. It ig plcaided on behalf of tho Government 
that it is not possible in the present state of the (‘entral financc^s 
to both tlic* contributions and the excise dut^ . In fact, it is said' 

tiiat the ruduetions that are p>roposed in the coni ributions will be materially 
prejuaieed if ewen a half per cent, reduction in the excise duty is made.^ 
Now, 8ir, I am iioi for any reduction of the excise duty however large, 
i say that tlm cxeiso duty is a disgrace to the country, a greater disgrace 
to those* who levy h than to those who pay it. The disgrace must go. 
I am nut aware of any niathnnatical formula or calculation by which one 
<?tm strikf' percentages or aeterminc degrees of disgrace. Either it is a 
disgrace nr ii is not, and on that basis 1 ask for the entire abolition of 
tliiB duty. 

Aly Honourable friend Mr. Ashworth said that whatever sting there 
WHS in ii removed by the imposition of the import duty. What 

does it mean? It means this that the disgrace is there but the party 
disgraced Is given a comfortable couch do lie on and compensated in other 
ways, 1 for my pirrt refuse to appraise disgrace in terms of rupees, annaa. 
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and pic^. It it is a dibgraee it reinaiiib a disgrace Ylielhii* }oii keep ^tiic 
wbolo of the excise dutj or reduce it to one pice. It tlie louest aut\ 
remains it is as great a disgrace trs the full dut\ . 

I have to say oni}* one word to my Honourable fru nds in this House. 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett lias repeated the uCt-plaied ganio oi 

trying to raise a conflict where none exists and thus attempting to di%i e 
the vote of those who are wliolehcartediy in favour oi Ihe ai)ohli()ii ^oi 
this excise duty. He raises the bogey of the continuance ol the proiiinial 
contributions and says that that is the only means open to us by Ynich 
we can allow any reduction oi the excise diit^ even to the extent of hiifd 
per cent. Now, I woula beg ihe House not to be influenced by that con- 
sideration at all. If it is not possible to do both, which I do not admit, 
then let the responsibility for continuing this disgrace he with the Gov- 
ernment. Lot them say„ “We cannot be parties to our owm disgra^^o and 
therefore we will not help you.“ We do not ask you, and I make it 

perfectly clear once again, to touch the reductions of provincial contribu- 

tions. It is for you to make the two ends meet. We have suggested various 
means of making the two ends meet. If none of them appeals to you, 
it is you who will be responsible for continuing this disgrace. I ask the 
House to vote without paying any attention to the^ threat 
that reductions of the proviiicifd contributions will be omitted if this House 
passes the motion. I would ask every Indian wLo values his honour above 
considerations of money to vote for this motion. 

The Honourable Sir Charles Innes (Commerce Ivlember) We have had 
so many debates about this unfortunate duty, that 1 am afraid that on both 
sides of this House w^e have got into the habit of taking debating points 
one against the other I suggest, Sir, seriously for the consideration of 
the House that the time is past for rhetoric of the kind wliieh my Hon- 
ourable friend, Pandit Motilal Nehru, has just given the House and the* 
time is past for those appeals to India to wipe out this disgrace. I should 
like the House now to consider this problem, as w'e have considered Jl 
in the last lew days, purely as an economic pro!)lein. By woiy of an- 
other preliminary remark, Sir, I should like to say that I do not ihink 
that my Honourable friend, Mr. Pangachariar, had any right to sa> that 
the Government wero deliberately going out of their way to irritate tfiis 
Assembly. The facts are entirely against the Honourable Member We 
agreed to ,ilie adjournment of the House the other day in order that we 
might consider all the suggestions made by the House, and wt have con- 
sidered all those suggestions in the last few" days Now, I want to ask 
the Plouse to clear awav all prejudices cand to try to examine this pro- 
blem in the light in wLieh I shall place it. I .think that w’e may ai ouco 
start by cleaiing our minds of the idea that Ldneashire in any way slops 
tlie taking of! of this excise duty. (A Voice : “ Not without proof “) Wi 
may also clear our minds of any suggestion that the taking off of this excis(» 
duty is going to help the consumer. I have ascertain ed myself that the 
millowners themselves do not make that claim, Tlicrefore, w'li<d is 
reason why the millnwmers hare so anxious to have the dutv takiu off? T 
will try to put their point of view first, and tht‘n 1 wall iry to put our own 
point of view. The millowners’ claim is simply and solely Ihisr We arc^ 
passing through a crisis. We are in a stato ol doprcssiiai at Hie presfut 
moment ‘and the taking off o! the excise duty wall help us and help our 
industry.” That is a perfectly reasonable position for the millnwnftrs to 
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talvi. <'|) \\ Art Is tin rt [oi* this dLpri hvit n ? Thi ic tat 

n ‘tw/n^ Tin' ? r ‘ this I t^tr l ‘IPO fi^^uies tho o lu r tin sboviiiA 

tluil i)ru o ut clolh jias booii ^ Aiee lld^‘2-23 WIkd tlii 

iirij-In i is j lalhii -4 Duiikot, it niudjis tlich the v^ho l)ii\ laric siocLs 

ot cOrlh iroin Iht orhouiitrs ]( sp ibeir rooia s QLd ilie coiisoriiiouce is iliai 
the; are now biiAm^' in small qucDititios. Tlio\ only huA just enoi gli to eann' 
Ihoiii r^n]‘ thnr ipunodnitc loquircm^ni^ Tli. ^ cGo not hu ini, ni ]on»i 
noeolilus ami ili.ii is bec£ii=-(^ for a lony the ' iht> inaj‘h:ot lor ci th luo' bo.' ii 
a Mhng market. The second reason is Japanese competition I have a-^* 
ceriaiiitd that the niillowncrs acceyjb thr tiguns 1 ArOv.. dat. ollur da\ obonl 
cloth Tliev accept that in so tar as Tiidi i and Japsn on in uqn tili< n 
India supplies 93 p< r ttni of tin dtnnc3-»d an cloih inj Japan snppli s 7 
per tajil Jhit that 7 per cent regiilaling tin ii>ariaa ai the pn seni lime 
It is roaulatina the prices which the niillonners can L,vi lor all tlu'ir pr(.- 
diiciirui The Japaiitse competition is in drills, bnt the lact that 

an' selling rlrills saA at Es. 1-3-0 per Ib. also affects the piicc* vliicli 
milioAuiers can get for say longeloth. If the miilowners charge Es. 1-6-0 
fur loijgehjlli the dealers say, “ We can get Japanese drill for Es 1-3-0 
per 11)., why do >ou charge such a high price for longeloth ? That is the second 
fador in the situation whicli is depressing the mill industry at the prosenl 
iinii* I will not go inyo reasons Athv ve have this Japanese competition, 
bur that IhtTe is the Japanese competition is a fact and it is also a tact that 
is regiiiatiini the prices for the miliownois at the present lime. Fiiialh, in 
spite of the fact that the prices liaA^e been depressed in this -way, T under- 
staiKl, and T said this before, that the present range of prices for cloth in 
Indii is s;ill too high for the Indian coiisiiiner and that is the thiij fra tm 
Arhieb 3s afftadinr the mill industr\ Again there is more competition tunong 
Inch m mills ilieinseWes. We all know that tin* jnill indnstr, In the 1 in 
i(‘H has la'cni losing its export market tor ^\arn Thei’-* aj» inlllN 

soriiiging up in China, ,and we are losing more and mure es“r\ ear in 
li'-peci of our exports of Aurn lo China Bnt the mills gu on profhicmg ibur 
warn Tim’s h ive to use it and therefore thev have pul up moi\ and more 
] ) 0 !ns Thus llicaA' is m'eahw and an ao,.r cempf^hdon iniong thf‘ e .[ ,b ^ 
selves tr> g(I rid ot the cloth wliicdi da.n arc* iindding in inert qu lliihi^ - 
ITiose are all the factors Avhich I understand are affecting tlie mill indiwtin 
at ilic* present time, and I think voii wiU all atnxv thal tliev me swimw 
factors and that the mill industrv is in e depres-t‘d si 0(s It -s ])arlh*nl oh 
deprt's^t>d in IfombuA I think 1 ten correci in Scwb.u llid tin dipn-dnn is 
worse in Bomlnn than In 4hniedA])ad, or Cawnpor , (u* am otljlr oth e* 
India (A IVj/rr: Throughoxii the BonibaA Eresideiim Tin* nrd 

result is that tliecost^ol production ui <d<dh .is hid t.-o liieii , ndi Ihi^ ?in11- 
ovinio have eoi to bring their eosis do\\n I liav* fv*eri“>ned ih.o li 
late the cotton excise^ diit} off the mil! indnsiiw would be* able in moel J iua- 
ncse eorii])eiition lo the exlciii of ^ilis of an anna per potmd. It vrf>iild ivdoce 
ihe cost of their production by tliat amount. It wo.uld help iheiii in that 
eAtcmt That is, I sa\ , tin* ease* of the millo ^ ners and I do n < { .r e in. ia< .g 
d?‘]«' ilifit (lie ease espeei<i]ly in Bomha\ ,o a slrone om Tim n i*! in hiorv 
is at pres, lit in a deqwessed S(taio, and speaking as tin* Cnmu r(»" "^bml ] 
of the Oo^eraineiii of India, T should like to sa\, that it v* c-ui Inin tin 
iiidiiHlin in am tiher way lhan tln^ on-* whicdi is nr v h* iiu ddseosst* I b* 
the House, eviT\l)odv inav tab* It tieii we sink do our Aer\ l)ed in du so 
But we are up against IMr dtlTicultv I nia pudectlA snfistiocl from i!u 
figures that T have seen tlini ihe reduction of half per cent, in the col ton 
os else duty aviH not help the mill induskw to any fwtent worth talking of 
If you reduce the cotton excise duty by half per cent, that is by one-scvcith. 
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}tm reduce tlie cost oi prodiu-iu^ useb e t>u d 
*uid it will not ill tins \\a\ Itelj) tiu* null uidiutr i 
tiicy arc at pi’e.wuii Theret<n\% \\e \w rf uni ^ t 
we arc going to do ani real good to the jjtdl ind -1 • 
way and take ofi’ the whole of that duts Ihn- 

haTe been in since Bcptembor last. r <in : 1 

both reduce the ]>rovinciHl euntribuliniK eiiu u ‘ 
excise duty and that we have to elin -- (*. , . 

ol prcvincial conthbutions and lla^ ab h’i »ii mI 
duty. We have decided in favour of Ihe ^ . 

think that everybody in this iloine bn- ^ u * i 

1 suggest thvut it is no good coiun.j lo le- u 
yes, il you look into the rceessr‘i> ot \oiir lludc > *. j 

the necessary money, the two erores llial ar * iMjuii i 
cotton excise diil> That is not lln* cast I a iw > , 

point of view wiiich Oovenuuent huxi* tal-cai in Jh ^ n .. 
Mr. liaiioachariar will now withdraw that rntuar). ? ) i i 
take off this half per cent, of the cotton <*i\c<w‘ d*u\, 1 f' 
out ol our way lo imfcaic tlic Honso. We arf )i- f fj.i!),; -i 
satisfied tlial it wjJl do no good lo thr indii'ii'. .uoi 
iiicreh giving away tliis )uoiio.\ lo no usciui j.inj.u , 

Sir Purskotamdas Thakurdas (Indiuu M, ivh u.f ' f , - 
Conancree); Hir, the stalemenl uwde li\ th *' lion cu'siti p 
bur has certainly not surprised me and I <uu b foal o ; ' 

il hasnol di.sappoiiited me. I should haie bi t ii ut ^ ^ 

the siati^nnait nas anxtliing else Ihan viia! ,1 >. ip. i 
Coiiiiuoree Mciuber asked the Iiouv> to lorn* ili c 

(ion which is most uncoudoi’lable lo iln n i 

tUid which the l^oveimueni o| India enuio? o ’ 
have been told that since the IIoum a liounirg. d , 
me question there have been consult at ioim on tii . mo. di •« 
Lodge. That is me of ihe motives f< r ubiefi flu’* 
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aim roo trc' 
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d b»M i ipii eir ih‘ 
li i wk, iu ilh, 
II 0 1 m t w c’r I e 

Mil Me I Wii - 'a 
' « ou*h d I It i? iP,, 
1 1 1 ^1 liict 

them nud tho slU.rk'dm'biTlk il", b"" jb. t;, 'b .'b 
nirahli- i\ emyors on thr novornniont (hi. ifo„ i, .ubb 

Hum- word thal Laneaslnro Ims no Ra\ in llii- mitjl.-- f ..urhl b. 1. 
ootogonc-filly sav that sim-o Iho Hoimo' ad jo,aw-d lil.' rnrlh. r V id' 1 '• '■ 

the question there has heon no consultnlion su\h n.e India oob . ' 

The HonouraWe Sir Basil Blackett: Thee,. hn« . i, .• 

the India Office, and T am h, a position /b i in L "r ' 

the whole dntv, there would haw hpcn h oKo '« V*''’, 
oashire or from the India Office. ohslade nlifKsr.cver fn„n Lan- 

Sir Parshotamdas Tkakardas: I am wrv ,run o- ,, . . 

■question of funds and it .is a question for this kL«'L IL IVLL!' 


adjournment. May J wdc the Honnvindde liie ( 'Minni. i-e \| 
Honourable the Finance Meiuher if liiere hnu he n r.; 
Mecivlary of Stale also uhonl IhisV Whal is ihe ,,,! 
tile (’oimnoreo Mcmher telling ns Hint Li.neudiir. ■ Iw 
mutter. We want proof of it.. It will nol do i , ,4 sh 
one of the strongest points on wiiich Hus evis . dtn- ■' 

IS pe main reason why tlie House and tlie nniion an >, 
f\eiso duty must go. it suits flovernuieiil veis .■,.!! bid 
they are not prepared to place copies of despafcins u. 



THE GEXELIAL EUDOET — uF DEMAEES. 


;^J97 


I ask, hir, whutliLr it is iiut icH* the Guvemmeiit to eE|)]aiii iiow 
lliu} iKAiLd set a^ide 03 luklis ol rupees to be given to Caleutta toi‘ three 
\(ars niurc‘ and saj to ub that we iiiubt wait lor tire removal oi tiic cotton 
excise dui) 11 tiie Governnieut are so hard up, wiiv sliouid the Govern- 
ineni not sa} to Jieiigai that we have given 30LI three }earb reinibbioii 
and we eamiot aiford \ou aij\ more with due justice to the claim oi the 
cuUcjii iiidubUG-^ »dir, when liie question ut Bengal eoineb up, liie Honour- 
able the hinaiice Aieinbei* vei^ reach to ineei them and &a}S, “1 v\ili 
not (Well take crtdii ior tins in the JhidLud until the House ha^ a})proved 
oi the remission”. I am 1 )t jeahuis oi Gaieutta (Bengal j. I would iielp 
JJiaigai as much <is pfjssihle bul 1 put it to the Government oi India — draiS 

II lie in tludr UiOiilh to sa} lliai llie\ cannot find liie money ior the remis- 
sion ol tins oimoxiuus dulA. Hie <''onclusion can lie only oiks Where 
tiiere a will there a w <i^\ \ou Itave iioi got the will, tluTelurt' }Oii 
pul up all srjrt'^ c.i exmist's Hu Hon‘'e will not lake tin. in and i assure 
30U iliat the public will ne\tr heli*we the Government ol India when ihey 
sa\ dial they have iiol got the tuuds. \Vli\ did yju no! sm to Bengal 
“\V<‘ gave >ou remission lor three \ears and w f‘ will heneelorih give >011 
reinis*^ion oiLl\ on a pio n/hf h<i^is’\ Alter all wiiai is the special prelenuK-o 
lo Bfuigai based on? Just one nlence in Ihe Joint Comnulicek ih])ort. 
Yr)ii can find the" lands wlam \nu want In. When vou do not want to, vou 
come and sa\ that \on are irv Ine to impceve the cuvdil < i India in ilie 
lumuw marlug, yai are iia U'-' hav(^ cmaler amonnis juii aside tow«‘U’cls 
debt red Ciuipt ion. In another breath \ou say. “ Our credd is so goorl and 
our linani'es ai'i* so good and the national rhhl is so small that we can 
real!} (a)n<u‘atulati‘ onr->e]v‘s ih n the Govt I’lnneni of India lui'vc <hnie viuy 
Weil h\ llu‘ |)(‘ople ol India” Sir tlu^ tvc) (ainnot be reeoiuilid. LG ns 
liave it sis’tiidd. Yrai do e.J wish to r(‘nnt llu‘ rlu1\ and the ]I^)Man‘- 
ahle lht' iWmiuerec* Alenilc’r s‘iir] lhai tin* ( \eis(‘ (hdv will 00 to Hn* nca'ki is 
rj 1lu‘ millowfieiN Wh‘ lnv(^ had (scei ih (A that luansilde ar uiinent If 
the Honourable' llu‘ (’omnurce Ilemher diio^ n< t w'ani a ixuGiiion >A ihe 
fuel ileit llu'O,' is clieiatiou trom Laneaslp'ro ht Ifm not rt, peal uisn tliat. 
Ibis diil\ will gc) into ilu‘ jiridcets of inillow'ners 

Hie most interesting ])oint h »we\m‘ W tins In two liie Govern- 

nu m ol India luru* laid l)\ 11 crou ^ lol riipca 'Towards wlnl? Towards 
debt redemption. Did iiie;\ or Ihini , Kir, «J tins ])hHh»e which I sKll 
sec- tile Member^ t)n the oiiiio-iie -.id' are not pr( pared gw e uu iG a 

plc'dje'^ Huy Imxcmu^l couu Ut Uial stage \G. In view ? I the aititinle (d* 
ilu* Gow'rnnu'ni of India, I wonder wlu'lher il will n d eonie lo (Iiat slew e 
veay 'huitly Hie\ still eonit'-^s tliat Ijord !Iard'n>e did gie^* ^ pledge' 

III two yars {HHb'JI and 1924-20) yju hnvt' savt'd 11 eron"- aial haw' \ ai 
Ihonglil ol the <«K( 4 se dnt\ and the guarantees and the iiledu^s liseiK'^ T| 
is all veiw fnu' io ask people to la'iiev* in ihc' gt od faitli of wliat* vc r yui 
put before thorn but iherc must be a limit lo it; and people can inalce no 
their minds as to wdiieh woiv the whoh' thing tends, (A I u.Viw ‘Gfon 
t!u^ Hwarajists. ”) 

Tlier(‘ is Olio more ])oiiit whudi I should i^eh r to before I rmiin 
nn seal. Hie Ibaionrable Bu' ('oinimna* \lembtr •-aid ibai tlun‘ v ‘o 00 
(‘ompGition Utwann lancashire eo(r1s in tin* Indian markG and Indian 
gf>od*^ i intermpit'd him an I said tied lhat wa^ the jokn* Hu' sanu' was 
fiointcHl out again io-«hn In the Honourable the Govi'nuiierit ngiresenlali’ e 
from the Dnited iTo\inceB, Ylr. Ash'^voHln Lei i'>h’ put it io y>n very 
GioHly Wh‘is ilign* compofition liGwer-n the ontiiirii of mills in' India in 
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[Uiil M\ii 

[Sir Pur shot uiiulab Thnkuulab.] 

the earij^ uyi.txcb arid liiiieliab ui tilt lusi cinuu} . i - i’ * • Uiio/ilua 
to-daj > i put it to tiie two IJoiiourahic ^kuibas , lo.ii oi ui %) 

days It was the tear oi dictation iroin Lancasiiiiv tiu? ^ 

excise duty on India*? ^\hy w'as it uieji. 

^ competition. Lancashire did not turu uui to hi i , fu m 11 

counts yarn. Nor did India then spin line coiiiUn oi dh anri Oir 
The position is e\actl} the same to-da\. 1 expt etf (i li o lo ii ^ ac 
Oonimerce Member and the Governmeixt ot India ^ wur. ’h i .n 

is ibis ]oke‘? The joke is that Lancashire eau m lu m ? u Um t*| . 

nose; It can look ahead, and tiiereiorc sa\s “li tiu mid t n 

develop iiig in India a day will come when tim Juduaii lum^ \jiil (oni <aii 
finer counts”. That is wdiat they do not want. And wiiat ^ !h* j d 
getting up and saying there is no competition. 

The HonouraMe Sir Charles Innes: Ma\ I interrupt ilii* lim. uidldt 
Member? I was quoting from the millowners' owm siainmni 

Sir Firshotamdas Thakurdas: But what is the inh'renca ? Wlnii 
the good of quoting a line which has no rtiovaney io the whule tpu 
Sir, it is the inference that the Coimnerce Membu* wishes to he drawn I ruin 
his quotation that matters. What did the Honourable the i eiiunii-H't 
Member, when he made that statement, intend this lloust^. io infer? Was 
the Honourable the Commerce Member trying to uu.Nleud this llou-o/ 
I cannot believe, Sir, that such a responsible of tlio (b)\u’i!iiient 

could descend to such a thing as that. But wLy, Sir, ereutt th^ issuio. 
and wLy try to mislead the House; why not slick h* the !ad>? 1 1 a 

merchant talking to the Commerce Member of the Ckwirniueib India. 
Why put in other questions? Lancashire is afraid that if tin* Induii eoilf.n 
industry should expand, if they were less hiiudicupped niul if t!i< ri were 
more facilities for the cotton industry, then the Indian mills iiia) lake Io 
finer counts; and that is just what they do not wuuL h will do 
therefore naively to say that the miliownorb bin Iheri* n > e »mpi*ntinn 
between Lancashire and Indian cotton goods. ilu‘ iJiillowners art hoiiiaj 
to state what the facts are. They will not bu\ aiiylhing tliat will iniCi iu\ 
the Government of India or the public, as the HoiimiraMo liio VmmnpTc^ 
Member tries to do. The millow'ners say there is at present iiu eoinpetii ion. 
That may he. But does the Honourable (ntuniercu Mnnlbr neni ib. 
words to convince os that the apprehension of Aknehcoster is nol lliis, Hod 
if the excise duty is reoiowed and if the Indian eottem industn is alkwvcM! to 
expand and develop, 1ho Indian mills mav turn out liner eounf'-i, finer 
counts which Lancashire is anxious io conliniie to send Io India? TlinL 
Sir, is the secret of the Govemmeni of India keeping lu Ibuir poliin 
in ennneetion with the excise duty. It has not HurpriHcd nu‘ I am oid\ 
sorry for the Government of India. The cotton indusfrr w^tfl fry its Im d 
to look after itself. In 'the Government of India it has ff>im(r?K> frimirl 
up till now. We know now— India knows now— that she will have to 
struggle much longer before we can get the Govemmemt of Ijidiu to 
the right side in this question. 

Satdar V. S'* Mutalik; Sir, T am neither a millowmor mw n share- 
holder. I do not come here on the sufferance of Govern in exit or on llie 
sufforanee of the people. .(Crm of “How do you eonip hero at all? You 

are an eketed MemberW) Sir, I have a very open mini on this (iiieRifon 
and "ll I have tried to keep my mind as open m I prisslblv eotild 
do me decision of the Government was not quite unexpceted. f m^ouM 
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onl}' appeal both to the millowners and to the country to take the decision 
ill the most sportsnianlike spirit which they can possibly do. The picture 
has two sides to it, and I think the decision of the Goveriinient coming in 
the \vaL\ in which it has conic is the result oE both logic and reason. 

Wo are told that the luili indu&tr\ is established in India on a hmi 
basis It has been in existence lor the last 5U or 60 tears Tiit^re is a 
pi‘o{),i!)ih1 V oi -,unK (' 0 ]jipelition Mith ?*] anchor ter (jr Lancashire goods. 
Bi'tj Sir, may 1 ask the millowners themselves or their representatives to 
SUV wh) diier tMi AcaiN the\ have not \cl succeeded in eoiiipctiiig with 
^daiicliL^ter or Lancashire? They are still where the\ were Is it not 
Llie tdci ihat have misiiswl llnir opportiuiiUes, that thei iia\e not 

ttilnii iLc iiinest adveiutage oi ilie opprirtonilies which did come to them at 
tin* time when lU’olit^ rose high? Xow wlien the industry is passing 
through a critical stage which ]>erlia[is is lut the result of ant foreseen 
bicuh*nt, it is no eitlicr ot CSovenmiLni or of the public. The public 

ha\f‘ ervui tiu s\i ipatL\ and -upnort to this industiw since, I 

siippo.se, before the early nineties. The Swadeshi movement and then the 
Bo\cult movement (aime in and that supported this indiistrw But the 
profits which thi^ millown-'rs made did not go for the development of the 
induslr} itsilf The wt'nt in Iwoian articltw like motor cars and 

ether luxuries, if not in other ways. But, Sir, I agree in one thing, that 
tile tax is bud. I do not support Governnient in their action or in their 
view. If the Government find me in another lohbv it will he on the 
ground that the tax is bul, and I only vote on the othe'^* side to vgive 
expression to my view that the tax is bad and ought to go in time. But 
I hope the Jossniw ivhich the present position of the mill industry teaches 
will not he lost on those shrewd business men, the millowners, and I hope 
the industrx will not come for anv protect ion ns in the ease of other 
industrir‘s. ( 1 'Fe/Vr : You <-upport the Government?’') I would gladly 
hav(* supported the Government hud the tux had any meril about it. My 
province does not stand to gain anvthing from the iTmission of provincial 
contributions. It ma> of course come. But if this tax is remoTid» 
certain] V. Rir, llu‘ industry of which my Brecidenev is proud and which 
is ilK‘ pridf‘ fd the wTnle of India will gain, and I hope the Government 
wdll soon find their ww to remove this tax. I do not ivant to go over 
all the sins of the millowners. I only want appeal to the country 
and to the millmvncrs that ihev should tal^e the GovtUTunent’s decision 
in the most sportsmanlike spirit which Ih^y can. 

Mr, M« JosM: T should like to make a personal exulanation. When 
I spoke last time on this motion I stated that although I was in favour of 
the reino-^'fil of IIk* dutv T did not oiippoii. the mot ion the ground tlwf: 

1 thought tlie millowmers had gVen a threat that if the duty wa^ not 
abolishcvl they would reduce the wages of the lahourcr*:?. I am now a‘-siin‘d 
ihat the millowners did not intend any such threat mid I thenuhirc propose 
to support the motion. 

Mr. President: Tliat is not a personal explanation. The Honourable 
Member is now explaining the attitude of the millowners, 

M. E. Makan (Bombay Northern Division: Muhammadan Eurnl) : 
Sir, the debates which have taken place up to now?- tend to show two 
outstanding questions, and they are these — ^whether the surplus of the 
Budget should be uFlised for the reduction of the provincial con tinbiit ions 
or tlio a bolition of the c otton excise duty. Either of the two is certain. It 

* Transkiioa of speech delivered by the Iloaoarable Member la ^^eraaeiilar. 
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[.Mr. AL E. Alakan.] 

ib equal!} uujimb to uplioH the ei')U'>n iX* is(i tiu!} a*- ' t f u i e t-n uim- 

^/ineial coniEbntion in the ease of Bomba}. H rumm i tr j * oj , ,o 
ol the strong protest of the Bombay Council. I luu t hiuij to \f>nr 
that the whole Bombay I^residency is utlerly dU.oitisPi h \ai!i ihs in n . 
ment of the nation-buiidhig departments due to tlu* want tii oufic » m m ai* }. 
I hope this fact will not pass uimoticed by Ibe hinaiu" Ab lo hi In n, 
in addition to the abolition ot the cotton rXib'-t* di.t^v, ^ - I ui im 

Bombay Presidency with regard to tln^ t*nun‘ibafiOi ^ idu },< 

overlooked. 

Several Honourable Members: 1 mo\o that t! . ot < ni f i i ?e 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“ That tJie question be now pat."’ 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. Presideiit: The original question was: 

“That a sum not exceeilinq Its. 71,66,000 bo giante/l u.t 
Council to deh'dy the chmye which wiU cunu in com h* of |»a}ioua aia n„ im ,i 
ending the 31sl day of Mmch, 1926, in respect ui * (*imoni>‘ . 

Since tvliich an amendment has been niuvrd : 


“ That the provision of Hs. 77,000 for the Curlon i'lw u* hhuibh ,hih< nt Ic omatMi 
The question I have to put is that that provision ht* oiuiii d 
The Assembly divided : 

ayes-to. 


Abdul Karim, Khwaja. ■ 

Ablocinkar, Mr. M. \\ 

Acbaiya, Mr. M. K. 

Ahmad Aii Khan, Mr. 

Aiyangaah Mr. C. Buraiswami. 
Aiyangav, Mr. K. Kama. 

AiyeiP Sir P. S. Siva&wamy, 

Aney, Mr. M, S. 

Ariff, Mr. Yacoob C. 

Badimz-Zaman, Maiilvi. 

Belvi, Mr. D. V. 

Bhat, Mr. K, Sadasiva. 

Cliaman Lall, Mr. 

Chanda^ Mr. Kamini Kumar, 
(Jhetty, Mr, R. K. Shanmukham. 
Dalai, Sardar B. A. 

Das, Mr. B. 

Das, Pandit Nilakaiatha. 

Dutt, Mr. Amar Nath. 

Ohazanfar Ali Khan, Raja. 

Chose, Mr, S. 0., 

Coswami, Mr. T.'^C. 

Gour, Sir Hari Singh. 

Cniab Singh, Sardar. 

Hans Baj, Lala. 

Hari Prasad Lai, Bai. 

Iyengar, Mr. A. Rangasvrami. 

CHtdani, Haji S. A. K. 

Jiminh, Mr. M. A* 

Joshi, Mr. N. M. 

Kastixrbhal Lalbhai, Mr. 

Kamm All, Shaikh- e-Ohafcgam 

Manlvi Muhammad. 

Kelkar, Mr. N. 0. 

Lohokare, Dr. K. C. 

Mfekan, Mr. M. E. 

Malaviya, Pandit Madan Mohto. } 


Muhui. Mr 4 uiuhhI» M 
AtiM I. P.imlit MKifitlilm lh\.!i 
Misru, Ihtmlit Ibok.iiufi \adf 

Niiyju, * 

Hayiul 

MiiUilik, Sardar V, X. 
Namhiyar, Mr. K. K, 

Nurain ihiss. Mr. 


. sh. KiO*<*rilnl 

Ni'Iiiu, Pundit Molikl. 

Nehru, Pandit SliamiaL 
Neogy, Mr. K. C, 

Pal, Mr. Jhpin Cliaiuira. 

Patel Mr. V. d. 

Phookun, Mr. lArmi llarn. 
Purshotamdas TInikurclaR, Sir. 
Kaiitacliandra Ban, lliwaii Bahadur M« 
Bangaclmriar, Biwari Bahaclup T. 
Banga Iyer, Mr. C. 8. 

Bay. ^Mr. Kumar Sanfcar. 

Beddi, Mr.^ K. Venkatammana. * 
Boy, Mr. Blmliendm Cbandrii. 
Samiullah Kham Mr. M. 

Sarda, Bai Sahib M. Harbihw. 
Shafee, Mauivi Mohaamiad. 

Singh, Mr. Gaya Prasad. 

Sinha, Mr. Amlhka Prasad. 

Smha, Mr. ‘Bemki Prasad. 

Eittha, Kumar Ganganaiwl. 
Syamwhpaib Mr. 

Tok Kyi, Miung, 

Yenkatepatixajtt, Mr. B, 

W4ihum% feafi' 
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NOES-42. 

A’hIuI Ivhimiu, Khan Ba^hadar ] 
Miihaininad. 

Abdul QaiyaiO;, Nawab Sir 
b.lhlb/ ida 

Abul Kaaem, Maiiivi. 

Aimied^ Mr. K. 

A]ab Khan, Captain. 

Akraiii Hiisbam, Prince A. M. M. 
Aliinuzzannui Chowdhry, Mr. 

Asln\orth, Mr. E. II. 

IMinre, Mr. J. W. 
lllockett, The Hnnourahle Sir 
Bd‘5iL 

PnMy, Mr. Denva. 
lUiidon, Mr. E. 

(■\tlvoit, Ml. IT. 

Cl a ike. Sir Groff rey. ! 

Cos-iave, Mr. W. ^A. ! 

Ciav\foui, Colonel 'J. D. ' 

Eleriini'!;, l^lr. E. G. j 

Ei.'bC'i, Sir Cordon. i 

Cliulam B.iri, Khan Bahadur. I 

Graham, Mr. L. i 

Mira Smgh Ihair, Sardar Babadni 1 

Captain. I 

TTio inulioj) adopted. 

Klian Bahadur W. 11, Hussanally : 


TInd&un, Mr. W. E. 
luncb, The Honouiiihic Sir 
ChdiTeb. 

Lmdbay Mr. Darcy. 

Lloyd, Mr. A. H. 

Marr, Mr. A. 

MicCaiium, Air. J. L. 

Alitia, The Honourable Sir 
Bhupendivi Kath. 

Afoir, Air. T. E. 

Miiddiman, The Honourable 
Sir Alexander. 

Naidu, Air. AI. C. 

Raj Xarain, Rai Bahadur. 

Ran, Air. P. R. 

Rhodes, Sir Campbell. 
Rushbrook'Williara<§, Prof. L. E, 
Sd^tii, Diuan Ikihadur C. AC 
Visvanatlia. 

Singh, Rai Bahadur S. AT. 

Staiiyon, Colonel Sir Henry. 
Toiikinson, Air. H. 

Webb, Air. M. 

Willson, Air. W S. J. 

Wilson, Air K. A 


Sir, when tlie division bell was 
3 *aio*Tv 4 I caiiie luiiiiing and just wliea I was two })aees away from the door 
ii was locked against me; I wanted to record my v<Ae bjr the Aeob 


OVEKTDIE AND HOLIDAY ALLOWANCES OF CUSTOAIS BtaFF AT Iv.HlAGin. 

Mr. President: Does the Honourable Member wish to move bis re- 
duction ? 

Khan Bahadur W. M. Hussanaliy: Yes, Sir, I do. I do not know 
whether I am eaiitd upon to move on behalf ot my triend Air. Harehaifdrai 
or to move luy own motion. 

Mr. President: i havo hw^ a notiee from tht‘ Kmioiiruble Alember 
himself, No, IB on the Ust. Docs he wish to move it? It k a reductioa 
under the subdiead 'Sind Division — overtime and liolid«T\ allowances. ’ 

Khan Bahadur W. M. Hussanally: I gave notice of this motion in 
ojder to draw attcuiion 

Mr* President: 1 w^aut to know if the Honourable Alember wkhes to 
move it; if ho intends to take up any time we shall have to postpone it 
till the afterncx)!!. 

Khan Bahadur W. M. Hussanally:^ It will not take more than two or 
three, Sir. I Bent notice of this motion in order to draw the atten- 

tion of the Board of Inland iievenue to the provision made with rt^gard to 
this item which appears at page 9. Figures are there given o.! fees itwkd 
from people who have dealings with the CiistoniR I)epartment in the 
various Customs Houses, and the explanatory note at page 9 sluwvs that 
while Bombay levied actually Es. 1,50,416 in 192B-24 bIio spent in that 
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[Iili'in Baliidui W M Hussanall^ ] 

\edi Lb 1 18 7%, tlit icvifetd tstmatcb ioi 1921 2j h v li i |! 

Is 1 % 000 diid tlio c^pLiidiiui at Ls 3 01 0(H^~-~ th lit! i 
flit LLceipts In the budget foi the iit\i At^ii tla^ |i i d L'. 2 10 UOu 

lecciptb uid Lb 2,'h)000 L\penditiiit But ulaii \l ! t K i i 

uc hnd thH -^^luk m 1920 21 ilib if cauls %\eio Ls 12 “20 n it! \i i i 

iiio ils 13 108 the cstimiLs ioi^ 1021 2i h \ ^ i i k it 

Iis 50 000 and the expcndituie at Ls 31 liHI 1 ^ ^ i \ i i ji 

thipc hlc Is 15 000 and for the iu% ^eu Ji ]i \ i n ?U u % 

icuui s 1 d Es 25 000 onlc unda t\i aid t a t j i \ i i n 

la 30 000 ci^uo 11a uc he'. Ilw d ii tn 1 i i t i ! t p li 

to tla Giistom cmplo}ecs for (aeiiunt ak tl it il \ in 

Uoui"b of duB , ind 1 do not ^Lt Avh\ ir \ in i id j I i 

adit ait t thib biun so t'li is L a u In w ( nc in I il i s l f 1 Mii 

js concerned tlay pio’^ide for lecapis ct It*, ^ t) 000 i i » i 1 liu { 

1 similir imount, ainilarh m ( liitt in I Bun t f\ i 

onH iiaOmis House alitie tla\ us t> hoa ^ i M tiMO [ i 
lot see "wli) GoACinmcnt aie oniitkd to leitiu t i ^ ^ \ ih i It 

lo go to the ofhceis \Bio letuallv aork ind ^na t th a i ) i i 1 i 
Customs Houses me iiOtd tlu t\hok anii Uni i u tl I ti t i i! | il \u 

1 do lud see ah\ the Kaiaehi p opio should It rukttd in ih > in ini 

Tlio Ivaiaclji Puventivc b< ivia. and tla App m i 4 S ni n \ \ f it 

Ui uiued and there have been \ci\ lu^^c conijlini. 1 !i t i i ill 
IP idau cm tQ that tin staff ut dcpiutd 1 Ihi it 0 *.0 1 •' it i 

haid for them to heir I tlautui r <pi i th I ul f I * u Uj 

reconsider this item and pa} the stiff m lull uh it 11 m 1 ^ 1 i the 

public lor it 

Mr. President* Ecduction meved 

Ih t the pioMsion foi o\eitimG nd i "jIi 1 il! wii is m i f I t| Snsd 
Oai icn Ic }(diatd ^ Bs 100 * 

Mr. A. H. Lloyd' Rii T Ihinli. I c rn LXflui iii i i niu 

{La,ii!,Uioi) — TOi ghd I im getting a better midi ) i mdiii d tb. ! un 
ct»tbe Home —If the Ilononi ibk Mcmbit i id stmiii il ii ]n !i h s 

itfeued to a little mare earefully he ,,oukl li i\( ,( ( n i fool n i n ^ i i 1 u 
winch 'illiiilcs lo the firt that there ii’c soincnhal dhfti iif n u im /il^ 
at Kaiachi horn those ekewhert Tlie Oentnl Bond oi 1 ( \ i mu !in> m t 
had tune to discover oiartly how this diftciciieo in Uh »(< uiiiu ' kmh, 
ibout but the not result w this incichant*:!’ ovnfiiiK nid (, vi immh nl 
(1 limit IS ill nut IS tai ns po wlik tioin tli < >1! d » mi i > im 
■ nerehants The tola’ colleetiona made from meidmiil ! yndi i lt< ads 1 nid 
HI m the revised estimates foi 192123 for Knaeln an 1 s TOOiiO, t!i. 
total disbursements under heads 1 and II are Rs 81 (W) f>f this suiu if 
Ik 81 OOO onlv lis 'AGO is not distnbutid to offiem Ihti t t s n 
the total amount distributed to otfiem m the wn\ ol fins h hs 77 IGO, 
rgain&t iceeipts of Es 70,000 Thereifore mstrad of making u pi dil wo 
have actually made a loss at Karachi, and the figitres shovs ihut we are 
budgettmg for a somewhat similar result next year 

Khan Bahadur W. M. Hussanally: Under the eiroumstaneos, Rir I 

Withdraw mj motion * 

The motion was by leave of the Assembly, withdrawn. 
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Ml President Jhc c]iK-,ton xs 

^ ^ Ik 1 i ir fv cfdu j; 1 70 89 000 le ^iMitccl to ilie Go-veinor 

TUiti I II ( me t!t.U ti< ci \li lIi wili come 

Sir Han Singli G-oni (Oiiuiil Pir'^mces Hindi Divisions iNon Miiliam- 
m lu iiij i uui i liuli ii 11 under th s liead 

Mr* President: Will tht Hairuiiblc Hcmbei tell mo vliat be v\ants 
1 b n tiailirn to 


[\^ \siD F'^lINniriL )s Fsi 
Il^xi S r^^li Q-f ir: ^ I i ^ t m a 

^ ^ ^ 1 J I l I I m 1 1 i tuetd 1 Fs 100 

Mr ProSH!€iit* I unit hv uhit F \ ints ti diavt lii ntion to 

Sii Han Singli Goni. It is b\i>iis I ii vo fc nted 1 out in m} nott^ 
til. ii Is \ ii It I iiiti nd d 

Mr. President: Ibd is \lja 1 vant to understand, I do not uiidei- 
si niii Its 111 * uim^ 

Sir Haii Cingli Crcnr* i h a 1 e m >iit in th Nuccch What I wish to 
I ofin t ut to Hh ^i)\ininHiii is lint tlu ivpcnditiiie iindii the head 
( list >!us Ills / iiL Up h\ 7 I ildis ind m the tiisiiing }eai a fuither pro- 
\ s m Is mu'F* hi mttcU'.td (vpindituic on cstahiishiuint to the ixteiit 
F h 1 libs ill d Is t ^ ^ tlu u 1 IS luen m ilic cnnciit and iie\1 \eai 
an iiKii \ i oi 1) 1 dvhs d tvpcndiliue 

Mr. A. Eangaswami Iyengar: M i\ I , Sn it ibis irntlei his not 
b ni di, { us^i i in ((iinu n n with \fr B C I s motion^ 

Sir Han Singli G-onr: Fu uk mu lioni (hi^louis lus gone dovn In 25 
Ik It I iluuhi i ( IS i me mo I liiing md expenditioc using, 
md I nil loniphiuin F d E a ni tlic Gov inin nt to i\p1mi v1j\ li is 
il n ihn has fun utli i im n txpcnditurc \ lacli I h m pisi uirmi inxl, 
ill n u ill iiuouu. li in i iistn lus jf m do n In 1 kl [ ni ^ iFo 

I i il ui in c nn cti n uih I ib li inc mdf i td laecipts irr n ( iistonis 

m n { diu 1 ) un men ist d \\ ak done tl e ( ml ns ift hut to the 
iiu 1 isi ] trnfi, md cons ijiunth i si no pistific itu n x liii vci foi nnu is 
in 4 * 1 F f u i I IS d iff to ti c < \i ni t 1 net oinic d c li n im 1\ hi 13 LLhs 
Sn III 1 C tin nn fa a Uni finds m lai nnun 

Tue lIononraMe Sir Bam! Blackett. Su T thmk tin llonoin i]»k \Icm] rr 
liiiniidi i' ni nil Fke II i '.the {iisioin uicnne of 1921 2*) ho gone 
do\ii b 25 hi Ihs II In ^ ould look t n \ biidnl s| (ccli In vnild ^ce tbit 

1 f\| I mu cl that the <ioss uvtnac has g me up \a^ lonsidciabh but there 

V IS s spicii! ifimul ti the IhiiUia'S'. in lespcct ot i Pnv\ Council cheision 
whiih iiud 4hf nd figme af)]>cai lathci lonci thin k r the icar before 
Wi aie estimating tor n eonsidn iblo incu ne in net icccipts in the cunent 
leai s) ill d the In i ]mniis( of the Honourahle kb raber is ineoiTcet 
TliBie liHH been m nuiiase and not a decrease, in customs revenue His 
second pn nasc x based on a eoniparmn of this itars budget estnnatos 
with last Years re vised estimates Thai is not a com])Arison of like with 
like If he will compare this year’s budget estimate with last Year’s budget 
estmiaie^ he will see that there is an merease of less than a laMi I have 
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not got in my mind at tlin moment any exact exi>iaiiatioii ot tlie ai 

wiiicli tlio increase has taken place, but it was brought to our attiniinii 
num\ times during the a ear sometimes by the Oiiuinberb ui iJumuitice, 
lor example, that there w^ere dela\s in the Customs House and c(au})iLhnt.'n 
had been made on the whole of insuflieienc) ul staff rutiier tliaii oi j-taif 
being too large or the expenditure being too great. The ITonourahk hlein- 
ber has also to bear in mmd that w'e have now^ not ()nl\ ver\ iiirgt* ''uooiHit] 
tariff to work but a protective tariff in addition. Wlien uli ihs ‘■n* rjvum- 
stances arc boine in mind, I think that the juBtificaiimi for ti boded' tsin 
mate wdiich is very little in excess of last \earT budget esiiniuif* is rjuid 
and tlio exphinatiun ought to be taken as saiisiachnw . 1 stn* nt> roo •.*>!! inr 

supposing that there is any room for any important reduciiiJn hi thi-. eraiit, 
and I would suggest to the Honourable klember that he should ueeept iu> 
explanation and witlidraw the motion. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour; Sir, I beg to withdraw the muiion. 

The Motion w’as, by the leave ut the Asselllbi^, withdrawn. 

Mr. President: The question h: 

‘‘That a mlucod sum of Ps. 70.89,000 he gi'ant»‘d to Ihe (loxtroui (h^suiai iii 
Louncil to defray the charge which will come in course of pa\mc‘ia dimnc IIh* \‘ar 
endmg the 31st day of March, 1926, in respect of ‘ Onstoms 

The motion was adopted. 

^ adjourned for Linieli till iuont^ .Miiiuto-! to Three 

Ot the Clock 


The Assembly ro-assembled after Lunch at Tweutv 
of the Clock, Iilr. Deputy President in the Chair. 


Minnies to Time 


Dem.w'd Mo. 19— Opium. 


Mr. Deputy President: The question is: 


“ That a sum not e.xeeeding Rs. 1,78,95,000 he 
Council to defray the charge which will eomo in 
endmg the 31st day of Maich, 1926, in respect of 


granted to the Oovenioi’ (ienerai in 
coarse of payment during tile v.-ar 
Opium 


Opium Policy of tub Govbrnme.vt op India. 

Mr. _C. Duraiswami Aiyangar: Sir. I rise now to bring before Ibis House 
a question which 18 of great importance. All along wa hav. been 
dealing iiyh questions relating to domestic grievances and domuslic luuiii- 
lation. pus morning my revered leader, Pandit Motilal Ndhru 1 ms bVen 
terming the cotton excise duty as a disgrace and he mentioned t u word 

Lfb*or;.'i;^iroA!r?AdiS=e‘ “t* -'r™'?®" *'• “"»w 

India bnl brfoie the whole wld, beloreThe “sL^'e “ 

where India is talked of m a very low strain. (Mr. K. Ahwmd ; “ Wl^fc 
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ah ^ut i lii.i.' ‘".r .’ a- : a I e i}ih:tbltuutb ('liiiia and if Mr. 

Ivihiifr* id-lhi. As i * ' ii\. > i- t ) s ai Indhi, 1 dai’esay lie will ]je wel- 
esiUiJ ill hj..D,s fid ( Ml i i.j n!^ i'htef there. Sir, irom tin* >ear 1758 
tht* imJk*^ \n leh isi> f t . ii d In tlie C*over]iDipnt of India iu tlie 

iuatl»‘r m! < a uni Irdn * \i i-. Imm i (tr< e »ntinuous histoin of outrage on luoral- 
it\ Slid (*i\ i!] -ut i /f! I' -•'> Usinjiii-, Sir, though it is a \er\ unhappy coiii- 

idd< in'o, ih'ut n n *. •U” i 7U .1 ivo Ihnpin situated close by sboiikl adopt 

iuo dhi(. r»‘iii hi.i ' < nil >o In iln- s(‘ar 1790 the Cliiiiese Eni}iernr is^ned 

an ed et pvtAhti .ne -ul ih >' tA* import ut opium into China and also 

ImiA -0 j ^ 1 1 -m - t p o’n ^\h’ 311 same >ear, 171Hh 

\v< 1 . d ia I’d * 4*1 ' ^ imi fhnu! j S ‘t^v nc\ for 1 ha‘ inanidact tiro and 
i c’ I '• ‘U r * mnn }r p ^ o ^i;i, oni nj r-amlrv and iniim, if ]!' ssibhs 
ro* !i in s.(o,ipo "i n , I liim a duptliru uith JJeugal opium, and t,o iind 
Sir, tha* h tla tiiin r. ^ la ii*h 1K>0 st> noioh expansion liad heon made of 
opium »*iihi\ni \i in i’hn ‘unmr\ that tins iiovornment bt^gan Finu^rth 

ophmi ini * tho M l.mpo-t \ hh-u IrUod. b, 'mto ilu* lAnidro whifdi proln- 
bitf'd fl, ^o mnC -f ,1 /I h hd in info ilie iiist (’hines^ Mar, nddcdi is 
UtnuralK Kii o\ n a- ih» noium War, whitdi cost us not only a inond deyru- 
d:1i n hnl Mdo a eondah ra'oh 1 of uiom‘\ lo the Indian iteasury. Sir, 
\Cion a In ah \\a- e tutundod in hie ; N‘ir 1842 with China, this Government 
no! -‘tli'.fiMi viih ti rriti rial ncqiii-ilion, vatii commercial acquisition, 
with iiiouei u*\ a(M|nid!ioin hut 1lie\ slid wanted that legislation of opium 
import miNt also la n jah* ihit, Sir, llu' Cliinese Tilinistors wen* not aide 
to appr aieh tlieir Ihnpoior wiili that question, and so, Sir, it liappv*ned 
llifd r)jir Cejuu’iiiiien! o alh>aed to '»m uagl e o] 4 mn with the eoiinivamce 
fd the /dlireiN liter* and vilho'Ut the knowdedgt of the Emperor. Tlien, 
Sir, wo find the sic* aid Chine-e W'ar in 1850-58, wiiieh indod in a treaty 
iii tin vear IH5H. and Oa u oj! find oi e nI ii this Govi'rniuenl succeeded in 
legalisint* I lie iinporl n* opium into China hv having a duly imposed upon 
il, Sonu, flow or utlnr, tide Govenum-ni will not cease forcing its opium 
upon an Jiinfdre wlueh d>>e'. not want it. In the lear 1868 a hirtluT objec- 
tion was raised b\ t‘K- Chine^i* Emperor and iliis GoYcrimieni succeeded in 
retainiim hs import but with an euhaneed imfiori duty. Luckil.v, a sf^eieiv 
for tlif‘ ''•uppr»**'sion oi opium wtM starbal and it earricwl (ai such a vigorous 
agitaiioii Irom the u-ar 1874 that tlie Foreign Secretary in ike H use ..f 
ihiUimofis was obliged \n sn\ in the V‘ar 1891 as follows: 

ila* at 'ay u*iie aiay tenauiau* the trtMly on givincj twelve irsonths' 

and In pi'uftH t {|iraiMht% th<'y oi.iy < s chide it altogethej. This I think I may 
hdy that, if the th,\»>namat thfiughi it pr.jper to raise the duty to a prohihifive 

exleal ei shul mit ths* mimlcN nltegfiher, tins c‘f*uiilry -would not expend oik-* puwjtl in 
powder or shot or lose tlie life of a sohhir in an aiteiiipt to force opium im die 
(iiiiirsed* 

Sir, ihis s^liows that iliis Government are not convinec'd of ike i in moral ity 
of ihe irairie hui will emmeui lo stop import into Cdiina only when Cliina 
iakf*s the nec'essars stiqis to stop it. iliis looks like lhc‘ faith wkieb some 
nmnviohmi noiiwaeoperators have in non-violence in ihaf they will be mm- 
violent only ho ioiig ns they are not aide to he violent. Sir, tins kind cf 
atfiiiide hag been |KTKi‘vering1y held by this Government. In 1898 we hai 
a Koval Commission im Opium. This ('ommiBsion came all the way to 
India mid iimcJe its hufuiries hut, Sir, ihe report of the Commission Avas 
most difiufipointiiig ntid for that report the rcsponBibility wms largely due 
Ic an aiiccHtfif In office of Sir Basil Blackett, f.c., Sir David Barbour, the 
Firiaiieo Member tii that tiiufs who contended tor his 6 million of opium 
revruwo ftbt being lost and who shed eroeodiie tears for the people of this 
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country wlio would otherwise be taxed immensely, ii this .avenue was to 
be lost. The recommendations of that Commission^ were (Ij mat- tae- iim 
portation of Indian opium was allowed by tbe Chinese tioyerniiiciu. is 
that a pretext, Sir, upon whicli you can^ force a poison into otiier couiitru-s.^ 
Can you force poison into other couiitries for the sinrple rea.:vOii jliatyiu'y 
did not object to it? Can voii murder a man became he docs not oincet 
to being murdered^ Sir, the second recommeudatjon was that it was^uot 
imposed bv int'nuidat'on or pressure of any kind. ^Bumly tJieiv uh-s .o> i mu- 
midation or pressure except war winmever they resislwi ih Tlut iicsi rawan- 
mendation was that tlie withdrawal (ot Cue laeli'MU trade Aywulo liU'Ve noj ihimo 
ticai effect on the consumption in CJiina. Su’, l-e nw hb/ a i.n,, ;(.‘i:iyns 

plea — that ‘if tluTe is no I'eaiiction in the consumja-mn oi a'jfiuni in tflrma 
there is sufficient ground for our iiTip.jriing also our ^tpium iiito lliat 
couJitrv. Tile lourth rC'Cummeudalion wlteli ilie\ maih,' ‘ww t iim t.Tf. 
\dtlidrawal would Ite unjust tp the Indian eidtivat-av <vi; Ihoc 

did you develop tliese cultivators of poppy in this country? i.l 
your*' iinancial beiieht. It was for your purposes only tlmt two luidis oj: 
acres of land are locked up against |>rociueiion ol useful ff;e?dst'i,hfs and, 
after you have taught tliese cultivatQrs how to cultivate ynn sa,y 

tiiafc tliese cultivators wmuld be prejudiced if ymi stopped tlit‘ iinimr? at 
opium. Sir, tlint again was no good reconimcndalion rit fill. I'lu'it, it 
is stated that the people were not willing to submit to fresli iu;xaii,oii un 
this uiceoiuit. It is a very good theory to say, os iltc'iugli you have 
been taxing the ])eople only according to their will. Ycai never lux thesvi 
people against their consent. And yet in tlu^ nuittiT uf opium \uu 

would plead that the people do not consent to.i'um'e taxation. Tlmii, an- 
other recon'iinendatioTi woas that it was not likely that tlu3 English (jovi/rn- 
memt would contribute iovarrds the carrying of tlm nmasure, jis'if ihe 
'Englisli (Government conlTibuting towards all our deficits. Ihit, Sir, thcf'C 
3a '0110 thing. One bad thing whidi was committed by tliat ( t'\iirmis.<ion was 
that they likewise held, along with these rt’coiinnendations, tliat India com 
giderod opium to be ’harmless. They reported that thi* eating of ofriuof is 
not I'mrinful at all, and that is the theory 'wliich seems to l)f' held </Veii 
to this day and that, Sir, is the pity of it. ,, E,rcsrn the 'f.r'ipers nx'eiw'id io-day 
w^'e find that replying to Mr. Buchanan in the House of Commom Em'i*!, 
Wiiitorton said that The view of the Government of India, Injsad on the 
findings of the Iloyal Commission cm Opium of 1B05, was that c’ent'iiries cjf 
experience' had taught ihe people of India discretion in the use of piX'parecl 
opium 'which was for theonost part without injurious conso(|ue“iici:>s. Ilie 
disti'ihmtimi of opium' was S'trietly {'.ontrolled in accr»rdattce with t!io irrovi* 
sions oi the Hague Convention. Lord Biidvcnlioad did not propose to inter- 
fere with^'the disf3retion of the Government of'India and ilw Brovifwinl 
Governments in the^ exercise of this control.. That,. Sir, Is tln^ rofdy wTiich 
has been viven in the: House of Commons and which nmys urn. have r.r*{ 3 ci'vc'rl 
to-day. , 'Till no'w they have been, holding that it 'is. liamiless an'd in spile 
of protestations of 'so juany eonvent-ions’ and; conferences this (lovenii'rieril 
would 'not yield an' inch' tO’ agree in 'the view, that opium is hitmrftil and 
P'oispnbiis.^ (Here ’Mr. 'K. Ahmed' intermpted.) Don%'' . sm;iiggle your 
interruptions in an opium speech.;’ ^ ,. 

Tram 1906, Sir, , there has been, some, oh angft, GMna entered into a con- 
traet with , the I,ndian Govemmenfc by, which the. Indian Govekimont agreed^ 
that , withih ; ten' y^tes , they w o'dmplete impGrt of ■' opitmir aii^ 

Sn; 1911: there: : was ■ a : farther ’ contract by ,', which the perip'd , was' expedited,. 



MOT 


lirD'.*!;:! — li^i of demaxdb. 


Aixii !li‘' ^ F ,0 :o.{ ^-.v.!uo oiA'.iV^ go ^vith the non-virfcuouS" 

' :i. lOo ,„r^ oiiroh.;!/ dt, ‘creased, the iiicom,e in- 

A -.l a d r. ; 0 ' lA. J.^tAi l,.ega:i to sell at Es. 4, GOO' 

ena A-:.!' . ■ = y ; . .o - r/.vs do; io'i„]*i'S. in lOlet after a reduc- 

1001 >.[ c .,t‘ v- 1 i .y ,,^0 O:,;.. oais 9'd einres. Air, wiieii^ 

tld.^ lA,j\‘'ryOec:: . ' o, 0 :;yr *'yo.ni anoan into ('ihina, they gained in otlier 
3‘eay'''er“‘. _ ‘I io-oy n'cra 'yS-.r tA;on:,„,- \riA] ;vhieh they entered into coii- 
ov a .-a, y ; [.or.i s, Jeong, Diiteli Indies, Siam and 

Brin-Jy X'Oin I'ty'ne.'*. yOo An’. I '/onduer, and 1 eorisider wiilioiit tlie least 
]K,‘Si':;il inn. Ui,';' It::/ ro.Ofy.' b.-f' n a c'nnhhied siiielue and murder. We 
n,re Iniliu-/ and r;n,: idso eommitting murder near 

India and <'nit 'a.dn- |j;di:n Sir. An. :c, y..-dn''‘y nehiab rniist ncfcessanh- go, and 

in the u-t'iTfA m l,Vn:<l:r Ihnhrd X.-arn I wonid say that il you consider this 
to 1)0 a, (hrarra-rn Ao/ dia^.naje. ■ uo at oi.ec and, not luy slow’ measures 

and by ynalu.d S;r. j •.', .■oiih‘1 rein] i,j a. small passage from the ob- 
sorvan^'me of Oaoi',;. 'A,lh. Goih Anri' isory says: 


I ,'n '(hr l'A ;0 I'liid ^iu ijal.'H/r:-' *’41 vSiitardj'iy nindiis. I have seen men 

11 } vfirinn- jiUictM kjI U'er'io;"-. 1 have vi>;iled many idiot and Innatic asylimis 

I’tiil I liavr nvv»0' ;-.<'!•(! xoou d.rst r.aUion of Oh'-dt'-: image in the face of man as 

I .srov m ‘ oirtvoi'annim ' oyiam drr.- (O* Lovkra/v,'. To my dying day I shfill carry 
ti'iv r‘‘V:oTi<,.oAfai' (.4 fir (Arr Ilf a ii'-niii-riiy,* y.amg ivonnin of IS or '19 years sprawling 
on Ihr: >.<'!! ri d'Otlir- ot no'!.. lu'-r o.rovoi tyve.- liattened and chilled with, coming 
:',uip<''.r and h-T iioo, tir.’V.vn htjAr trom her glittering v.'hiicr teeth. * ^ I came out 
stagp'rj’iiig riifd faint with the p-.ii'un hidru a!mo,sfd4oro.’' 

Unit: is ihr‘ snvnig eoudnmnniiou whieli .^Jr. (A-dne lias inade of the opium 
tins 11 Ilf ant urn here. 


Sir, eoihiiyg to inlornal (’■mi.-umptioo!, yon iujd thai in the year 1921-22, 
IBo'ITiH iiia.iiiitb vvtsre. pnal’ocod. o-f whirdi (hlS^ clicsts were s;r>eB,t in local 
eo'fis'umpnotn Sir. wo Imvc lonoi t.^4cl ilmt An'* praji’tiee of eating opiiirn. is 
not onitfinod (dily to* tnhdf.s bm i.*- e*:!' nded ty rldldroji niid babies. Those 
who an* woi'liing in hteO»ri«‘s, we arc* told, ro’e udrniiiistering opium to their 
In’il.lvs in orrlo.r lo prevent Hiem crying during tluAr {ihseiice. To tliat extent 
ilie, use of opium has hieen e:^t ended. Are wo, Sir, to allow such extension 
ot o|,m!ri], I'lfili am'we Ihe hebii:;- a.s \v«ll as the adults? AFedical opinion 
jN strMi)i;»' that (o-nsumpuetn oi'mini leads to .several' kinds oi: disease. 
1', H'wki/s po' »•:,!!/ *,'maeiati‘d. tiiul unhws yrnn' political ](rliey i>' to 
mrdo'* flu' "I'l'fdian fiC’-iple t'-maeiided and also their iieighl'fmirs emaciated, I 
Ofi're.suy., Hiiy thai you will agre(* Amt ties Hpre.vtd of opium roust he civerr 
'Up I'fV t'liv fiov^'a’mueni' ns an a.et <1' virtuons nueasiire. Afr. Ch F. Andrews' 
iirm gdv»m Iffgiircs. t-le say.s ll.jai In indristrial .eraitrcs in Calcnitta 144 

seers per lO.fjtiO.arc consumed, in Ihangoon 108 scors fier 10,000 are con- 
sumed. ill 'i:ryder:il'»ad (Sind) 02 seers in'-r 10,000 are eousuij'U'd. For vari- 
ous oilier 1 'dfice‘s he yivtss oi)'nn‘ figures, and you will find, .Sir, that the 
li<;*;'W!ie e»'f NnJ’, ions decidra,! ihat B se-.a's la'a* 10.000 would be the wholesome 
ftimi'j''At' 'that (um he .allowed. .Wr* Imve gevi. 'these' figures, arid in the face 
(a'f;fJiesf*Aigi;irs'S prevailing it"? iTidiistrial ccrd'rcs, do you. expect Jhat this nation 
.wiil ever prciSper, phys'fcally if you. are, going to force opi urn ' upon these 

' ' 'reference to tlw guppresBioo' ol opiuim sev^rfil yhttcwuaticmtd , coii- 
luAve I'leeu held, and what huB been tlie attitude of 'the Indian G-ov- 
urirl the British Government in thcs'e'couventloiis'aml conferences? 
Tiny? have li'eawpliyviug the sarne giuiie with them as the'y are playing wdtli 
ii«t 111 r^iir luterrmrmntterB. Wor#. like .-progressive ysltvpg” t^i.progM^ 
sioppagcA' "''gmdt'ia^ stoppage, words' which, .ihey. are using lor IndianisatioB 
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ot ulie sorvicGS and ilic of rGsponsibh' motTinncnt ior us — liu'-f iis^ 

llie I lirasc'S whicli ihev have been even in pi eor!\eiilinns md 

conferences. Bir, the nations ot the \’\orld are not likeK to lu rhH*('i\< ci e-s, 
the people of India, tind T think they must make up tin ir mind i > hriu" 
in nnn’c definite phrases than phrases like these in the Liaieie* of Xati^ us. 
Hir, when America contended in the Leai2;ne of XatimN tlnu lln* fd 

opium produced for non-raedical ainl non-seicadifie ]>ur]>f)M*s i-, jui alaui' ni.d 
not lej^itiniate and that no surplus production should he inadi in .in\ r^anUr; . 
our Indian representatives there made a reservation in these terirw: 

“The !'‘'e of raw opiuni according to the estdihshed prrutife iti Lndu led i- |ijt * 
duciiou lor sikIi ase are not illegitimate under the Convention.’'' 




of 
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That fakt's away the entire efh‘ct (d the resfdut ion. I’ht 
intro'duced a reservation clause which fakes away the effu*! 
entire resolution passed at the Convention. Sir this is th * 

V liich they treat the matter, and ulnm in this As<,tmibl\ sum* 
curable Mcm])ers inclndinc^ luy huiuhle stll put a (pie>lintt to Sir 
Blackett, the an.^wer ^ivmi was that th(‘ proc'codinps oi the Loauio 
Nations did not disclose an\ «iieli stfdcuient nnid<‘ In Mr Cnniphell 
was with reierenco io an article written b\ i\Ir. Andnws Mi\i}jo ih-n \[|. 
Oampbdl said in the League oi Nations that in Iho mntlcr of opiiiii} poiiev 
the Indian (rovernnnmt and even the headers of [nibl'e opini* n hi tliis eouidrl 
have not raised any' objeeiion, including among iliost* je.idm's, fioIJmle mal 
Mahatma Gandhi also. There is the dciral that tlm parBmilnr uamoi. 
was not iVnmd in tlie proceedings oi tin* i^ciieuc of Xeiicn*** flow over Sir' 
subsequent io ilnd, there vas a pisasanis' eoidfa'enrt iu ihi | lulul'Brth 
vinces on tlie 12lh June, J024. T!ie peasants ei ndGuHl 
passed a resolution eondemniug the ]K>liry^ of ilu* Cbnernniful la 'fh 

inatier la' tin* siu’cnd of opium. On Bn 20Bi Jni f . Ih2|, lh(.r,' ujis o 
ing of the all-India Congress (^amuiiteis nluVh p ^d n h* 
fh} nning Bu \0!!T.‘ poliev <t Iho Govt*rnmen1. Orj iho l2Bi Aucu4 p.p>| 

' 'M Tmeporance h\dera1ioii passi-d a sin ilir n sobrlion 
Alabaima Gandhi himself has slated : 


If the whole of the opinm traffic was stopped und the .sah f,, uhhIu'wI 

Dse <tnly, T kyiow there will he ao agitation against it woith the narm Fn,ii f} 1 
moial standpohh there is no defence oi the Indian opinni pohyvP* ‘ • hi 


In thest* strong terms he has expressed opipum. Apd 

tIuiL Aon Ihid when IhiM matter came up l.-r di'scuKsioj'i iiT the 
Cuinicil of Htate? The EouourHi.ie Mr. AUAVuiUts, „„ "hu f 
n1 'iov.Tinnunt, regretted that except for h fow wurkcra iik(. ;\fj. 
there had hi'Oii m-,v little public opinion ('xpresaed in Ihin nuiiuh mid hi'd 
that the Indian Nalional eongrcKs discovered Shis opinni qiU'siion' onk- !"{ 
year. Hir, is it a fact that public men of rcpnlc in this c.niiitrv inchidi' A 
the leaders of ihe Indian National (’oncress, discovered this ntiinm n.,ii,.r 
only last a ear or recently;' Have they been awakened roiiv bv itie ■i.dLit,-’ 
s<'t u]) bv Me. Andn-ws’.' If you read ilie biid“et speechcM of Mr 'c Id i > 
you will find that on several occasions ho lias declared that tlik" r ' * 
policy must go, and apart from the (piesiion of tht> siifipn-ssioii of the o 
evil in India, he was very anxious that its import into the m.iffhl • ' 
eonnky Hhina must be stopped forthwith. Even though ho hnd''Tchm!d 
this ra such .strong terms, we are told hv the Honourable Mr Mr.w A k 
that there has been no public opinion in this country e.,nder!uiiii<T d”, Air*** 
«f Government in this matter! ’ ’ «>« policy 
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X'‘n‘, Sir, 11 . 1% Li. u ill ji \ iiiebtiiig winch \uis recently held, 

i‘c 1 #“' A n d Ji.iint 1 uHtuiiit, i d nr.^t on the 25th January 1925. By 

till i!iiit‘ tilt ’v riru*hed tin ttth ht hriian 1925 two delegates withdrew — that 
n, Ana ru'a and i linai — tlu^ liiitibh <iOYeriiJiieni would 

iiol iilluA iiuan to procitd (>iid -.tep towards progress. Ttiat was the indig- 
nation with which thes hit tlu' i'aaeiilion and still Loi'd Itobert Cecil, 
upptadnu^ to lln‘ (liine^e to sti^p xurther produclioii, emphasised the 'British 
pt)liip\ in i^-rminnliiig the oianm mil, but the (’hinese delegate distinctly 
hialed lliat a-*^ no tindt rial. hie liad been given to suppress opixiiu sinoldiig 
in Ihe iar ca'^terii t< rritfulos the delea:ation considered no good purpose 
Sir, in tin tinai Comcntion which was agivth to on the 32th 
Mhriiaiw 1925 tia r< is au iiu a dispute .aaail i1k'‘ period of 15 ^\ears. The 
oill o] liworniJitUl ae(‘t]iU 15 \(Mr-> — tlie ihatidi Guvernnieul includes as 
an icieiosaie to il ila liKhan Uo\ (‘Uniitnl. Tlse American (hjvernnuait wuint 
,d*.f> 15 wars, but the fldi't'ivnce b(‘lw*eeu tile two Chwernnuaits Les hi Ibis. 
15 wsir-- inan lie* date o1 tlie Lonvunioj*, llnit is, from J<iiiuar\ 1925, is 

wlad Ameri(‘a wants I hit what do tin* Lrltish CTOvemnuait and tlie 

indiiiii thwernnueil W'anl ? llie} wumt that 15 }ears must ])e rct'konod 
titU'r il has Ihm'Ii a^'erlaiued b\ an Inteniationai Comiiiissioii that no smugg- 
is taking place irom China, that is, irom the time that* China goes dry* 
Sir, wli\ do \ou compete with (diina in <i matter so iminora] as this? \ATiat 
dues it iiiaiter wlu‘lh(‘r ('hina l)ecomes dr\ or not? Is it not the duty of 
Cow rnmeid to inaku* India drv f hst ? Is it lira y<nir duty to teach an ideal 
i>j other nations? Imitsid ot doing that, mju si!('k to \Qur himnce and not 
to the polim {>f puttingd(»wn the t vil II lluit is an evil tluTf' is absohilely 
no tlonbl lliat the Indian ( b a i rnmt'ni tmd tin* British ( rovcaTiment are 
ffot nt iiion.di to sb»]) it in a dam h1n ' ha\e cot tin* powra’ to do il if 

Mil\ llie\ will it Sir, till-' eaistrictiou *9 the puiod of 15 Aears starting 

Irttui idle dale ahtai Chhia la-emin's d!W i- (Ute of ijn naist evasive answei's 
that lla e pe,a)}c‘ Could p(js.ib|\ ha\t‘ giwn to the licaeiu* of Nations, and 
it is liie chits of lid^ lloiisc* to sla w to iiie work! at laree tliat this House 
is not prepared to poslpcaie tiie stoppage of tliis ewii even b^A a da\ . This 
Ilofisc* must exfiress its strung ('(judiannalion o! tlie vuv\ of tin* British 
CoViU’ninent aid give ‘ippoval 1o the Annaacan view In the matter. 

Sir, other c<aiii1rit‘s have got iHn-uruus Drugs Acts. TTutu is the 
Ce\ion Uf>imii Ordinance, there are*a> .oaim otlmr Acts in other coimirios, 
but wlmf »s there in Indhi? f b< lic*v. . if a-, a bovver I cam (‘xpress ia> 
opinion, that all flam* p* rs ui ? v ho are v« nding o]sinm, e\en ihoagh it be 
imJiT tin* aidlioriiv CfU'hu'red upoii (inan io Oovermueni, can be prose- 
called under Sfalion ‘Vil » I the Indcm Iha-d 0 tde fa* administc ring dele- 
ttalmis sulrdan(a‘s and poisem to inhale and to swallow and iluw arc^ cer- 
Ifiinlv liable to be punished under that seedion if \o\i onlv take the necessary 
Ht<g>s Th<>sf‘ vendors of opium cfumd ph ad that tluw have got the anihn- 
rilv of Dov'UTimeni If onh such n c*ase caan h<‘ taken htdorc* ilu^ (Vniri. But 
wliifdi Court will convied,- miv surdi lawsc/u in tlm face* of tin* poliev of the 
government, whieh is so o|>en, and so dedinife? li is abscliiielv nectN- 
siir iliat ibis counfrv should, as soon as pnssihhn take the neeessmw steeps 
to put do‘*m tins opium ewii altogcdher. It may be nsked. if rdl of a siiddcm 
tins is stooped, what are we to do with those porsmm who have cultivated 
popp\ alrf“id\u to whom wejiavc* 1o i>nv, and for wliieh we have made a 
provisicai in ihis Budget of *Rs. 1,58,00,000? Sh, did you not kuowytho 
trend of evc^nis and the view of t|ie League of Nations? Did von not know 
Bnit llns Opium llenarfmont, whether vou will it or not, must vanish alto- 
*gcther from your Finaitcial stotemoni? If ^o, why did you allow poppy to 
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bo C‘Lilti\aied to such *111 ixiciit tib to lmii ai i... i 

l‘b 1,5b, DO, 000 lo be paitl diirnii, thu viar.^ 0 m«ii l Oj i ^ 1 

it, Aoii h itl brtior L*ut UftWii ,\oiir lialitarx iXpcitOixMiu a d iiu tiOhi * 
toi’b aud tbcn bring iii a biipplcincntan Ibidaat rail i* t'l, n c* r« i a a lu- 
departimeiit, called the Opmni DepartniLni , in llu ibakc’ 1 h m‘ i- - ^ 
kiteh no excuse wh\ \<jii *,1101114 continue tins li^pirtmut f\tn \i‘ \ 
longer. 11 ior mediciiidl lairpObtb >ou rc([rjre <;piuni lur \ it t nsiui , , c ’ 
i daresay you have got 615,000 seers of opiiiui on Innid ubiLh ^ > a ! 

balance wMcli \oii alwa^F keep on litmd, and out <?1 lb at ;,uu can ei rt ib 
spend not onK lor inedicinai purj^o^es, but <iko for gi\iir‘ r^ lU i to 1 I 1 
if Aou want, wlio are so much addiek‘d to opium tluit tia; e it nift du \oth- 
out it imniediately . Thereiore, there is no ground v, h; iho 

Opium Demand must bo allo\^ed even to the (gxiiait of 01 iC pit . 

1 sec several amendments proposed b\ lionourafile MemiaTs oi iliis 
House, some asking for Es 100 ciiis, some asking for the ipptanfcnn nl ol 
a coniiiiitteG of inquir\ and so on The mol ion lor the appointment ol a 
committee of inquiry is neither more nor less than a one It 

might well have eorae irom the CTOvernment Benches because that will he a 
pretext which they can give to the League of Nations iiuit they arc taking 
steps by appointing a committee of inquiry. The inquiry vilf en nid" 
lessly, and the Government Avill say to the Lraague of Nations thai tin v an 
very prompt in carrying out the policy of the Convimlioin I will nut for 
one moment support any such motion. That committee oi inqiiir\ will luue 
nothing new to enunciate or to discover. It has In^en diseowrt'd dffinitGy 
that there is a great deal of poison spread in the eountrv and it oucht to be 
put down at once. That opium is a poison and a Lad one has iaa-n dcfniiiciv 
silted and proved. That it has spread hero a t;ront deal is also definiio, and 
W'iiai, Sir, is the purpose of appointing a committee of inquiry at Rn(*’h a 
jy wirld is iuhancin^' rii))iil!\ I'asK- ILuaair 

able ireuibcrs who have G:ivon notice ol such a motion not to move ii, Lni 
on ihc other hand, if thtp pkaiso, lu t'halk out ii ])rot,a'i,ssive proifrainum h\ 
cutting down 11s 40 Inidis tliu veur, 50 lakhs nexi \enr. and so on so iha'l 
tour icars hence the Ihins; may vanish from tin- hu.kci slaffinwil alto 'w 
ihev. But for mv part T fee! st.-nuniv and F am pcrlcctlv certain lU. 
House also does the same, that this is an evil uhich cannot be allowod lo 
continuc for a day longer and must go at once. 

Sir, with these few words I move my motion, and, it tlu' Ihesirh nt n 
pjoased m p ow me, J ml] myself move a modification moving a redhe 
tioii of 90 lakhs which will moan that this year you cut down bv 00 lakli^. 
and no.xt year this vanislms altogether, but if I am not in ordJr in doim^ 
that, I move the first mot’ on : " 

lhat tlie Demand uuder the head ‘ Opuim ’ ho omitted.” 

m. S. K. Datfca (Nominated: Indian Christiana): 1 have Imd enn- 
sidembie ditlicpiv this afternoon. I have only been in this JJouk « verv 

• , ^'’?r ^ am learning and Icarnin-. quicldy that modestv is not 

a virtue that you t.ughl to cultivate here. Indeed, Sir, I proposed' that we 
should make a reduction of Ks, tOt). My friend compdl me now iiv his 
action to speak on a moiinn for the complete omission of this Demand’ 
At the very outset I desire to call the attention of the ITonse t > the p£v 
Ol the FdiiBi India Compa-ny and later of the Jr, r J* ^ At policy 

to -the cultivation and control of opium In a dcen/itch 

d.tod the 2411, Oetober fS"'th;; ™ Ltrtta M 
let™, to the emtol of the eale, of opihm. They '«ip«ed 
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to restmin ilio ubc ot lliK peruieioiis drag it po^sibk ” Tlu} wtiU 

on to saj '‘to prevent ilie use of llie drug altogether eveopt stiieiiy tor 
int'dieine, \\e would glad!} do it in compassion to mankind’ . Thai was 
ill the \<iar 1817. li 1 itia\ bt* pcaiuittod I nil] quote c< rtain oilier 0 ]>inioiis 
relating to subsequent ears wdiicli wnn’e strongly held sonit' ol the lust 
(dbesals raid others of those times. 

Whiting in 1820, Tr out enaut- Colonel James Tod, IVnItieal Agent in tht 
\\\st**in llajput Stales, in his book on the Annak and Antiquit\'^ oi 
iiapislhan said: 

“ dhts peinuious plant lias lobbed the Rajput oi halt his ’ 

1dus diug which has tended moie and moie to the pliysicul and innial digiadalioii 
01, the luhahitarits than the comhinod lunueiues of pebtilence and uai. ...” 

Evccrahle and dei noialising plant.” 

A 8u}»eriiitendeiit ot Tea Tlautalions in Ahsani wrrdf tliiis. 

* Dieadful plague which has depopulated tins heautilal (uuntiv ’ 

‘^diiis cite drug has kepi and does newv keep down the popiilatioi! ” 

“ ke\v^ but those who hace resided long in this unliapp) coiiiitiy know the dieadiiii 
and iirimoj d olfects which the use oi opium pioduces on the native.” 

Idial uus in 1848, Apparently there was in those days a consensus cd 
o])inion against ilic use ot opium but the altitude ot Govemineni changed 
and in couiparativciy recent years the ChA'crnment, as all (iovernments do, 
nioukkd their policy in accordance with the immediate situation which 
prismls iLsidi before them 1 will rclurn to this point a little later Now 
wn‘ come bac-h to the KoyaJ Commission of 1895, that is 80 years ago. Tin 
uppoiidment of that Jhwal (‘ommission was not due to action taken by 
the ( rovernment of India, but was dne to actuin takim by" (au’tain pliilan- 
liiropisis in tbe United Kijigdoin, pn^smuv oi public opinion in the Unittal 
Kingdom ri'snlting in the a])poiniiuent or this Commission which reported 
in 1885^ Now’ it is to this document ot 1895 that the Ikno- rnmeni pin 
ilnlr faith. Wt‘ see in the newspapers to-day an official statement mad.* 
in ilie House of Commons which looks extraordinarily like the replies givmi 
to tills I]ous(‘ by the Honourable the Tinanee Miinbisn Over and own 
again we are udluTed to tla* Tloyal Conimisskii of 1895; indeed it is tlu* 
gospi I ,ic cording to tin' Finance Hi'partnnm. Now, 1 ma\ remind the 
Hfyusc tlvif ihom is one greni differoneo J)niwo('n the gosjie! and this 
docimusit; the Christian gospel is obtainable in every language m ivtiy 
fjart of^fhe world and obtainable cMisily. I have had the greatest diffienltv 
in tracing this document— the Koyal Commission N Tleport ot 1895, and 
T have a very shrewd suspicion that the Finance ^lember himself has no{ 
rend it Hc' may havw but (‘eidainly not the Under Beeretarv of Stall 
for India Now, let us turn to the tWms of reference of ilik llo\al Conn 
misAon of 1895. The Commission w^as asked to report umono other thing- 
on the following matters: 

'' Whether the growth of the poppy and the mnnnfaetore and sale of opium io 
Biitiyh Jnclia should he prohibited except for medical pnrpobe?, and whctlior this 
proliihiHon eould be extended to the Native 8iates.” 

Thov replied that it could be done It has not been shown or admitlel 
In the pi'ople that the growth of the poppy and the mamifactiire and sab* 
of opium in British India should be prohibited except for mcriical purposes. 

Tn the second place they also say that prohibition of the growth of the 
poppy and the manufacture and sale of opium in British India except For 
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medicinal purposes involves llie destruction of the export trade of BLiigal 
opium Irom Calcutta to China and elsewhere and this would nitlict a very 
heavy loss ot public revenue to Government. Again it was the considc^ra- 
tion ot the public revenues ot India. 

The third of the terms of reference was : 

The elleci on the finances of India of the piohibitioii of the sale and export of 
opiunij taking into consideration the compensation payablej the cost of the 
punontive mea sines and tlia loss of leveime.'’ 

The fourth was : 


“ Whetliei any change shoit of total prohibition should be made ni the s\stma tit 
present followed for legulatmg and iestricting the opium traffic and fur uosiiig a 
revenue* therefrom.’’ 

The reply of tho Commission was that 

‘‘ the regulations for the restriction of the consumption of opium may be nmeiidtHl 
in various particulars. We are not prepared to make recommendations vithoiit rarefui 
study of details.”' 

Those details were never stated : 

The fifth referencie was: 


the consumption of opium by the different races and in the different distiicts in 
India and the effect of such consumption on the moral and physic'al condition of tliti 
people.” 

The reply of the Commission was: 

” We have made exhaustive inquiry into the consumption of opium in India and 
its effects. We find no evidence of extensive moral and physical degiadation from Its 
use. Tho whole question of effects of opium as medically considered must be worked 
out later in detail upon a careful collation of the large mass of evidence liefon* the 
Commission.” 


ihat was never done. So much then for the Opium Commission report 
of 1895. One of the membois of the Commission, Mr. Henry Wilson, 
Mciiibei of Piirliamcnt, wrote a* minute of dissent. He discussed the 
evidence of the various poopp who gave evidence before the Commission 
and said that among tho Indian witnesses the pro-opiumists, as they wore 
called, arc wealthy, the anti-opiumists consist of jounialisls, iaw>tTs. 
teachers, professors and Indian doctors. Here then are the great wculthv' 
landlords on the one hand who said that opium was good. On the other 
hand, you have important persons who are trueJy concerned for the* web 
tare ot India and they were against the policy of the Ooveriment of 
iiiaia m 1895. 


Let xis rexl pass on to the next document in the history of this opium 
policy It IS Lord Hardmge s despatch of 19U on the quLtion of opium 
nd the opium traffic. It upheld tho recommendations of 1895 and 1 
shall quote a passage which is a panegyric on the yiriuos and value of 

opium. That passage nms as /oiiows: 


ZIa. tTT.JZ’a’'vmSH^ZZATiiAS'‘t'S' “ •Wv.fllo 

suffwcr.s of all ages The vast bulk of 4e Indfan ^ ® 

are strangers to the ministrations of qualified dootorf^or dru!rLkt^'“"Vv,!. 
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acLeptance oi iiaidbhips standing in the of piompt access ^to skilled medical relief. 
In these cucuinstaiices the ase of opium m small quantities is one ot the most 
important aids in the tieatrnent of clnldien's sutfexings. It is also a frequent help 
to the aged and mfiim, and an alleviation ni diseases and accidents which aie accepted 
as incurable. I'o prevent the sale uf opium e:xcept under regular medical presciiption 
would be a mockery j to many millions it would be sheer inhumanity.” 

That document of 1911 laid down Ihat opimii possessed certain 
medical virtues. In the firsjt place, it was a specific against malaria an 

exploded theory. In the second place, that it w^as an aDOci}ne, aiid there 

aertainly experience ivas with the Government of India. In the third 
]>iacG, it was necessary for the ailments of children. To this matter I 
shall return in a little wliile. Might I at the outset here state that 1^ do 

not condemn the Govcrnuient of India out of hand. As a matter of fact 

the Government of India have made efforts to control the opium trade. 
The first was the suppression of the trade with China. I do not say the 
conscience of the Government of India was stirred. It wns another can- 
^ciemee outside India that made that possible. {A Voice: “ Have the} 
any conscience?'’) No Governments have a conscience. In the second 
place very definite slops have been taken in India during the fast 10 reap 
to restrict the area of cultivation of opium and also to restrict the trade in 
opium. But in spite of these endeavours I will show, and I desire to 
t<ike up with a little care, the incidence of opium consmnption in various 
classes and races of India. IMy friend Air. Burais^vami Aiyangar referred 
very pertinently to the figures set down by the League of Nations, the 
result of a medical inquiry, as to what consumption of opium per capita was 
necessary to meet the necessities of a population, and the figure arrived at 
was 6 seers per 10,000 of the population. Now let me turn to some of 
the areas in India. The consumption in the town of Calcutta is 14B seors. 
(A Voice: “ A day?”) No, a year. As a matter of fact the consumption 
In the whole of Bengal is singularly smaller than that, something like 5, 6 
Cl 7 — I cannot exactly remember the figures. (Mr. A. H. Lloyd ' “8.”) 
In Baugoon it is 108, in Lahore 40, ,in Feimepur 60, in Cawnpore 29, in 
Madras 20, in Bombay 43, in Bambalpur 44, in Bhoiapur 35, in Karachi 45. 
Indeed, Sir, the other day the Finance Member of the Bengal Govern- 
liient In his speech introdiiciffl^g the Budget of the Bengal Government in 
the L(»giskitive Council ga.ve us the figures of the consumption of opium 
in Calcutta and in Bengal generally. From those figures it is clear that 
almost a third of the total amount of opium used in Bengal is consumed 
by the one million people in the city of Calcutta. Does not that dispose of 
ibe argiirooni that restriction is impos.sible as medical relief is impossible? 
Is it not in these large industrial areas and great cities in wiiich medical 
relief is most easily obtained that consumption is greatest? In other 
words, in the remote districts consumption is small. It is precisely in 
those towns where medical i*clief is available that consumption is so largo 
Hint then is one of the things which I would urge on the aitc-nrion of 
“ imnn'nmeiit — particulorly in these industrial areas. (Mr. Darcy Lindsay: 
“What is the Chinese population of Calcutta?”) About 8,000 I think. 
Now let m take another factor. In the first place then the high incidence 
in towns and Industrial areas; in the second place the high inendence where 
certain races are concerned. I will give you some of these figures. The 
figure for the province of Burma as a whole is 28 soers per 10,000 of the 
population; but in the districts of Mergui and Tavoy it is 147 and 65 seers 
respectively, while in Bangoon it is 108 seers per 10,000. Now Mergui and 
Tavoy are precisely the districts where there are large bodies apparentiv of 

J ' B 2 
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Chinese origin v\iio nurk in the mines. XU, 

subsluiiiiii! numbers ot Chinese Indeed, I believe tlial it I \\il\ 1- 
ni) Honourable irieud the Member ol the Burma Chaiibier cji C’umiiinin 
he uoiild tell y)u that the Ciuiiest* workman will not wuik imk Ii- 
oblaiiis vi certain amount ot opium. In Burma ilsCi — I triNl the iUinnec;* 
Member lor Burma will speak in ibis debate — tlu, sale o| oomm i ti.i 
Burmese in Upper Burma is prohibited nltogeiher b\ Jaw, and tbi'- bUJ« 
incideuee ])r(,)babl\ is due to the large ( hiuese popuialious In llu^ lor es ro o 
in ilial particular province. There are certain oilur ieatun^s wli(*h I n 
not seem to imderstimd wdih regard to the iueidmice. Y(ai fuid a 
high incidence of opium consumplioji in hiil stalioiw, or rilbci* in fhCuio" 
‘ )uiid the hill stations, in the Xilgiris and tin. distiicl M Simla. fi m i' 
Im due possibl) b) the presence of the Covernimui d liulai w b- o d< 
iuain industrx is to gmvern India narcoticalK. Aii'dlnu' b nlun* it tli*.-., 
figures (o which I wall refer is that on the east coast rd fmdui isum lb 
district td Codavari ii]) to the districts ol Orissa, the staidafard dlstriem 
the incidence ol opium consumption is exceedingdv high. I reh-rrMi 

to the Hoyai Commission’s licporl and I have tried to make intjuiries wh^ 
this is. The Government verOon is that wherever \on have hea\) pi? 
eipitation of the monsoon there vou thirl people indnluiiiu ifj opium ' \«(W 
that does irk hold^good on the other side ot Indi u tin* wesh-rn ^adHcrd 
ot Jndia. It does in tlie northern ])orti<)n of the Madras lha'sidiaicv and in 
Orissa. 3Iy own nj inion however that it is due to the very largi* isniera 
tioii tliat takes ])]aee. Coolies from precistdy those n^gions go Iruo As-^im 
and to Calcuttai and ubo^'e all to Burma and there tlu'se liabitw are cum 
iracted which lead to the spread of the habit in the uoriluTn disiiha <a 
the Madras Presidenc} ns well as in tim B(>ad)oard disirieis rd GrisMi 1 
Aulf not deal \vith the figures of A.^saim T do hop(> that scaue Membm 
from Assam will take them u]). 

Xow [ rIuUI }>af.s on lo nnolhcr fenturo of the wl\iatioii, isMinrK, il(,. 
.iLpuin'ifration fjf ojjimn lo childivn. INF'iy 1 <|iK(fi> fhc oiiiiiif,)i o! Dr 
•J Ilium 1 Mistri, o lad} doctor iiractising in .Bombas, n-hbre sfic sinw. 

PV-T'‘‘V‘' TV'" Hifdioal iicU^fce i, ^oi-v suudl. Tlic ..u'.-.U-M 

Ori Cn Y Wp thorn quiet while the mother goes emt to work o'f 

P ) t om a prevf^ding fdse impre.ssion fhnt it is good for llu> healthy o|,nvtl of i i l II 
C?) it IS largely used to check diarrhoea in the shape of a deeocUon’ nronared iiv’hnthD/ 
poppy capsule, m water. I Imre had two cases of noison I . j 7 

uig the disadvaniaffes, etc., 1 succeeded ^inrpl/i cxpl.tiio 

cont. of children. The mothA aiT«s't T'T’- 

things explained in a satisfactory manner.^ seated as nifionnl beings and 

nm> then is a responsible opinion mtJi regard to tbp ponditions in Bombfu 
Now on tbe I2th Pebrua^ 1925 the Coypmmenrof BomLv In Tl e 
Bevemxe Department issued a Bosolutinn, and this Rpgolution says ; 

to one-fortieth of a grain khweS opmm^”ordiLariIy ghta restricter! 

(Hiantily to any extent; and the balamlk we UnVetad I ■“! ,™«y ‘'’Wy m 

tisA" 

ad.ninis«hn, tl ehihren. 
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1 1 of tins kind is for the benefit of infant life and not otherwiMn Govern- 

joeiit do not wish to understood as approving ot the use of these pills. They trust 
that with tlie giowth ul education the haimful effe<*ts of tins practice would be more 
ileaily leihzcd, and would lead to its discontinuance. But until that iiappens, iJie 
liceiisnig ut htdayni ('. appears to them to be herieficial than otherwise." 

May 1 jjoint ouit one oilier matter. Quite recently n new theorx has 
emerged tviih regard to the use oi ojiiuin, and 1 mention it here in eonneeiiuii 
with (diildreii. It has been laid down on high aiitboritx iiuii wJiereas opium 
is bad for the wdiiif‘ races, it tvill not have the same ]n'niicious intkienee on 
ihcise weho do not belong to tin* wliiie laces. This liieorv has been exieiided 
aod SiWeral new thoiwies were advanced tliai it was pernicious ior ilu^ white 
and the a ellow races but tluit it wris onh the brown races who apinuvutly 
linurished imdcu’ a la'gimen uf o}iiiim given to tlieir cliiidren. Take lup an\ 
t)n ik uu trojhea! uu^icine, one cjf those ])opu!ar liandbooks wliich Euro])tauis 
in indie u^v Aviib reeaid to cbildreiik ailments and to the eaie of (-hildren. 
Invai'iaiily there is a w ainiiig in such b<iok which tvarns the English mother 
in wcjoIs such a-, thesi* : “ When you emiilov an ayah, hewarc', have luT 
hands exiiuiivd h st '^hc slnaild secretly^ give opium In yom tdrklrisi.” 
ITiat is invai'iahiy done. The European is wairned against lliat prac'ticao 
Oil tlie ether hand, we are told tluit it does not really matter, iis for insianct* 
ill eonneelinn witli the udininistraiion of opium to Ihe {diildi'en nl ilu* 
labourers in ihe Bombay industrial mills. 

\ow IfT me ])ass to anoiber consideration with regard to which 1 desire 
an invesiigatirai, and that into the medico-legal features of ilie (jUe<-iion. 
Two nt the most iin]ioi'taiit ])oisons in India are arsenic and opium. Aisenic 
tor a ptiiod over 10 yiairs w'as responsible lor very nearly twice liie uumlitT 
of cases oi pois/ ning caused by opmm. Oh the other hand, the figures of 
arsenic poisoning are dropping sleadil^v ovcip yaair, wluTeas tla^ case-, dis- 
i'eveud by (dxauical c^xaminations show tliat cases oi jioisoning bi opuim 
an- still <about the same, that is over a peried of 10 years, and wliai is the 
i*ea<-03T? Tlie reason to my mind was the ])assing of the Poisons Act in 
whifdi Arsenic is specificaliy mentioned and tlie Local (hivermmaits are 
givt'U power to control tlie sale (d arsenic. t)]>ium however is not Ireaital 
that wa\. Here is ont‘ of the recent rei)oris of the Olninical Examiner <d' 
the Bengal Govi inmenl. He says: 

‘*682 Immaii Ai^cera Aecre c-vamined in 1923. The kinds of poisons directed m llie 
aboAc \iscera and in tJie wtmii and eseveia received along with them liaAC been shown 
ij! Table Til. As usual, the most common poison detected in fatal human poisoning 
eisvs {/.o, in laiman -Mscaa-a and \oniit and excieta received along with them) was 
opium including morphine.” 

In a recent repoif ngnlved from the Punjab it is shevwi that mil oil 577 
mists of luniian poisoning investigated by the (’liemical Examiner, opmm 
accounted for VM or 85*54 ])er cent. Anoiber matter to wliich [ <iirt*ci 
the attention of i1ie Government is the question of illieii traffic. Those wlio 
are acquainted with the geography of ramtral India know' how the Indian 
Btaies are intermixed wn’th British territory, and to my mind it is possi!>lo 
that it is across tin'' frontiers illicit traffic in opium may take place, and we 
trust that (Tovernm{‘nt will make an investigation into that matter. T 
w^ould also call the attention of the House to the evidence given ])v Air. 
Oibbs, the Excise Commissioner, quite recently before ibc lExation (kirn- 
iniitae, in whieb he drmv the attention of tlie Oommitiee to the fact that 
the cultivation of o])iuin was spread over 27 districts in the ITnitc‘d Provinces 
and to the fact that cultivation diffused over such n large area might give 
rise, and indeed would give rise and did give rise, to illicit traffic. The ])o1icy 
•of Government, he added, ought to be to concentrate ihe eultividion of opium 
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and not to allow it to be spread o%'er such a larire urea. I In Ih \ f the Chiv- 
eminent liaYC already made inquiries uilh re^curd jn 99' i% .aid 

with regard to the eonfeumjdion of opium 1 a ehildre!! and tin i i/h ui'ich rice 
of consumption in Assam. Tliere is one oilier luatlia’ to I h i\e not 

yet made a reference. In reply to a quehtion the other d i\ Be linn eii* ihlu 
Finance Member said that ihe consumptirm oi ophmi v lo < i npt.n b\ 
some people as a religious practice. 1 do not ktK'in it D Ita tm! liiu' to 
make a research into the religious praeiiees oi the pt on!* r he! i -.nee 
he made ihat slatement, and T am not sure uhelht r I * dis** rid am 
evidence along those lines. I admit ihat iiu re is p* s-.ihls a siiiuh « xei p- 
tion, that of the people oi* a remote eoriK'r of A -.am. umtaig tie Uossins, 
and even there the evidence is so flimsv ns ia Ih* uninofu rtli. Hut it 
seems to me tliat anything that is praeiked h) a grouj> ot poiph/, !iout‘ver 
small that group, may be represonied us licing reiigioin; Indu 4 t! c ih‘-5re 
o! the Government of India .to retain the OMnse dniv ou ioii n prodindion 
might be said to have almost a religiouR significnncN*, 

Weil, Sir, I am afraid I may be excei'dinu tie* i/uim* liiidt bu! lei me 
make a few remarks with regard to Government !?oIit‘\ reeardine iJo' »‘:vport 
of o])ium. FTere then is the first document with regard hf lie n drifdion of 
opium export, namely, the luienintionnl Opium (^mveiiiifjn si oind m Ihc 
Hague on the 25t]i January, 1012. India wan included anmug tht' ■^igna« 
tories and the person who signed it on ludialf of the IhdOnh ChueriiiiHut 
was no less a person than the late Sir William Mcner d'his 1 5n'iViaiiio!i 
lays down in articles 6 and 7 : 

‘‘The contracting Powers shall take measuros for the gpebia! niiti ulloctiu* siippre'^- 
sion of the manufacture of, mteinal trade in, and use of pirpased epumn due 

regard to the varying ciicumstances of each cuuniry conccnicti, unless regy ialious on 
the subject are already ui existence. 

The contracting Powers shall prohibit the import and cKporl of prepared opium; 
those Powers, however, which are not yet ready to prohibit inunedititely the <» \port 
of prepared opium shall prohibit it as soon as possihlo.*’ 

Hero then is a Convention at which India wan rc‘priscnted ami ni which 
Great Britain’s delegate gave his Bigrmture to an agrouiiieni \h>w those 
International Convontions were continued till tin* xears 1014 and 1014 
and then again after the war. Let me reder bricdly to the luecdiug which 
was held of the League of Nations in May 1928, On Hits oecuision the 
American delegate asked that the following two proposHioiis 'diraild be 
incorporated, namely : 

“ 1. If the purpose of the Hague Opium Conveuiion is to ho achieved arcorditig 
to its spirit and true intent, it mixst be recognized that the ii&f of opium products for 
other than medicinal and scientific purposes is an abuse and not legitimate. 

2. In order to prevent the abuse of these drugs, it is necessary to CHteivise the 
control of the production of raw opium in such a manner that there will be no siippliis 
available for non-medical and non-scientido purposes/' 

The representatives of the Powers associated theniselves with these seJiti- 
mente except India which made an excoption with regard to opium. The 
Indian reservation was that “ the use of raw opiiun, according to the estah- 
hshed practice in India, and its production for such use, are not illegiti- 
mate under the Convention.” It was then proposed in 1928 that u'hcn 
the Conference met again in J924 the matter should be discussed. The 
Conference had accepted these American proposals with the Indite reser- 
vation and when tltey came back hi 1924 it .was feitiby fte Americans that 
they might consider how thpee, ■ pswiplSS .«s€d be dvm eSecI 

in mat hannened? Appatmiilf <» thp of; the British 
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delegates (the Indian delegate was probably responsible for this) it was 
proposed that there should be not one Conference, but two Conferences — the 
first Conference to consist of representatives of the Governments of tliose 
nations in whose countries opium was produced and in whose countries 
( |)iuiii was used. That was the first Conference to which reference has been 
made in tliis House tins afternoon. That Conference met at Geneva, 
Wiuii happened? The Conference was in essence a meeting of the whole- 
sale and retail monopoly dealers in opium. There is no other phrase that 
we can use to describe them. The\ were either producers of opium or 
allowed this opium to be used — ^in other \v'ords. they uere a body of re- 
presentatives of those wlio had very large financial interests in this opium 
trade. Tlio Americans asked that this Conference slioiild not meet sepa- 
rately but should meet in the general Conference composed of all the 
signatories of the Hague Conveniion; but that again was disallowed and 
the Americans u'ere voted down in that matter. Now, these two com- 
mittees met together. Of course when the merchants, wholesale and 
retail, met togetlier, the one tiling uppermost in their minds was how they 
should j)repare for the next Conference at which these verA’ troublesome 
American>s would be present. That to them was the whole programme — 
how they could meet these people, verv idealistic people, who had come 
there to make a demand to which these people as merchants could never 
accede, Then came tlu^ result of the first Confei*ence, the agreement (that 
agnanncait was drafted apparently by our delegate, Mr. John Gampbelj). 
As a friend of mine wrote to me from Geneva, this w^is signed in unusual 
circumstance® — the agreement was signed by l^fr. Campbell in advance and 
it WHS hawked round the corridors of the hall of the League of Nations — 
India's delegate asking for signatures to this agreement. And what was 
this agreement in essence? One of the most important provisions of it was 
that minors should not be admitted into opium dens or c)])ium divans as 
they were called. As Bishop Brent for wliom personally I have the greatest 
fmd the highest respect, remarked, one of the American delegates at tins 
Geneva Ckuifc^rence said words to this effect: “ In 1912 you were going to 
suppress this evil habit of opium smoking; now after thirteen years yon 
l)ring this proposal forward that minors ought not to be allowed to be 
adup'ttcd into opium dons, a provision which ought to have been madc^ 
years ago. Arc you really serious? Are you really serious in this 
matter?’’ After the first Conference, the second Conference met — with 
whait result? With the result that what America asked should he done 
was tiOTod down. The Pow'-ers refused to accept it — in other words John 
Bull and Goiiipany again proved too powerful. There was Britain; there 
w^as India which was another name lor Britain; there was iVustralia which 
was again another name for Britain; there was Canada which was another 
name for Britain again. And that group of representatives with other 
nations who were also interested in this traffic determined that this Con- 
ference should be brought to naught. Well, Bir, in conclusion, may T 
ask whether India is really standing by the document which her represen- 
tatives signed in 1912 and reaffirmed in the Treaty of Versailles? The 
Hague said that prepared opium was not to be oxpoHed. India says We 
do not export prepared opium.” But we all know that it is prepared as 
soon as it is exported and it is really no reply to say that we are not 
transporting prepared opium. 

In the second place, Sir, I wish to draw the attention of the House to 
the very powerful influence which is exerted in London. To whom is the 
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ii.{‘kgatr oi: India iv^ponsiblt ? 1'* > tlu‘ Indian <»n\(ninuid. !<* Uu > i n ! n , 

)f State or to tin IndiHi.5 a matt<r oi iact ihuia'^ u n lo! id* 

OTaii^ed ni Leiidoii. A eiore and a halt or U\o er* ti ^ * iuim ? - i r io - 
pai'Ht*ve!\ >uuili auioniit compared w tli our total U'^nnii - h’, li a Oj oi 

he U'^ati* e.iu‘ ia‘ieeaie or the dele'^ute o£ the Judian idnw* \ ’ 

\\ hat iU(|>|)(ns‘^ Tli and ]>rnha!)K ^ ane odit'ial ! h ( ^ i h 

Ohha'iuiat loiidht r Tin r-otnut ot tijt StMii- SAdmuioiH s o ^ d « 
to :u) io dO iM r c(‘iit <n it, tr in opium. In \( >i i ; n' 

1 was a!)oH! *roiir \e<nN aG;o— ihc‘ total k I * ^ t 

L- iild hati hcN u ni(d im.nK trom ihe n\fniu- wi n s ii 
inonopih. Tin (a)uniri(‘s, tlu‘ Colonit m i oi ^ a i > 

'‘icrhiet* iheir n\einn‘: it is an <*n aiuons proporti n < i llao no n a nh 

there in Lomlon ihe\ nun 1 tf)gtther, thee conie i ) t«‘nHs Mth iht led m 
deh‘gate I ask Sir, that this should K sifif^p^l W dl t * t, < « ol 
.d Indhx declare Lheh’ ])olicy? Are the\ wilhnu to mike ,m impiio mis 
tin* internal eonstnnption of o])inin and (heads tu e<* half po m d h 
lo ihr^ Hmise? \ext, are the (h vernmeiit of India Xvilliim ^ * iiipui* mio 
*]tis qu(‘stion of the export of opium? Are tlan uillimij to i *ko tin m tial 
step? The (^rown Colonies aia^ not wiliim:; to m« \i‘. It lor iudJ h ii 
to t<‘ike the hiithiiive in this lonitta’. The m md *^(n-e (d dm \t add T In in, 
^dn'(-"d It is op*n‘uiinq in India to-da\ ; it is opeuMtini, in ad iiikmal o d 

* ffah’s Wlintevt*!' ihe Finance "Mc’mlier may sa\ to-da}. ' h Ou v i the 

< lovernineTit of India inu) dteide to-day. the snpipresshai oi *hiv (i, e* • n 
honnd to come The iinancos of Ind’a are not vtn*y had pid now * Til! tic* 
t lovtamneni of India be nillinq within th(‘ next few yt‘ars io suppi it 

Whii, Sir, 1 am done The Ilononrahh* the Fmanct !\b mla r i!o d* r 
hn perhaps in a moment <jf petulanca* threw it at sona* of iis who bad hod 
o (juesbon as to wdndher public ])odies in India, tin* Xati<ami rom.h'-. . ami 
cmiaiu (liristian bodies, had asked for tIk' suppn‘ssion (.1 this frndo In 
^aid lliui in every country there W(T<‘ in^opk* who d* ana! to eriiifOo^ 
{loii'mineni Well, Sir, I do not caiv uhothi^r I erh’('*K( (hnmmmni; 
Avhetinn* I oppose (lovi'mmcnt or sipiport (hwt'mnnmi is me not a 
niateridl consideration. What does matter to some of us in IITk IlfUNe 
he 11101 a! wdfare of the people* of India and our £(()od name in int«niial 
affairs. The Finance Minister will ^>o in a few years, leave India: Iml our 
cliildnm and our ehildr(‘n*s cliildren will have* to hear tlu* !)nr<len that k 
imposed upon them; and I ask that aiplirase such as anil (hnermmiii 
in a matter like this should not be introduced. 1 ask tlu*n timt we uiio 
pesin* to sec* a better life in India and tbal our name unci our luuid should he 
held high in the world generally as people who are wdling to support iliai 
*vhich is good and right, that our representations should Tccscivt* tlu* con- 
sideration that they deserve. With these words I eominend tin* nuitioii 
{modify it suitably as you like) to the House. (Cheers.) 

Maung Tol Kyi (Burma: "Non-European): Bir, I thank you for giving 
me ail opportunity of mtervening in this debate at this early stage* My 
Honourable friend Dr. Datta bps niado out a ease for the total siipprefisiou 
of the opium traffic very convincingly* Ha hm dealt with the subject so 
eompreiicnsively that thoso who follow him have hardly anything to »a5k 
it is said that the history behind the cotton excise duty* is ^ bigek one. I 
think the history behind the opium*, ptrobkln in I®|diadi a IlftolSf ohi% tod 
Ihe soopet the opium traffic in % t toppt^cd tW fibfe 
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n hi I i . - 'K (-.iih-i ]/ \\r\ iA tht. < h > vi miuent oi 

i 1 : 1 V I i ’u - di < .n <1 lilt Isalicmi Cnn^ivss and f>tlier 

: IS J’l it A n n uik*! itain tujii- that ai't* (‘UtnilA 

\ • K-* ;m |a- ni I < lit*’ i>t tLi ^ ! A* iJiiiu lit. IIjia li.nt ^tatc'd tlal lias 

1 J ' Hiss- 5* vtlljlN ni tlj. |>« opit . cUid th 11 lipilllll should 

it „i '. } ,A \ 3) <l ‘iii d luj piap And u/t, hir, 1 *»ia 

. ? . ^ !. a*'l{Hh liltfl ]\ iijt, utatAiS ul tho G Sl)‘n ' 

! a 1 * i G 1 iht A ‘ 11 * Opsisui ^ oi itrsuei^ at Gmeva is i i‘i*\ disappoinl- 
1 if ' t *! n h I M -- i n that j so]1s in India <iu morn ov ii ss 

a*d I id 1 » n li 1 > 1 i Gill Tn p‘ * India iMUiiot do \iitiKUt 

,* iiii hi h u' j A u\ V/ oAi-- rl tin h t\ oi India !ia\t 

,, s.nd j» ' i ' I Ai ^ 1a\s in ah d *1 tdftli sonu'lhhn^ iiko 

t n1 3 o| 4 1 Mt ’ ii n t it flu 1 I hi i]oa--f t ) lo^pLct it Wt lau'^t Ai, 

/III h "1 Im U * Mt U« ih U ’ « '-t Mi t]»l ]<to]«h 

oh ,1 , 0 (| t ( it ih if OM ,i LK.ii Ui in\ diihiaultit s in tlu* \Va\ o1 

Mi|f u-ho. » uui '* .{jo \\ u IsuiunA t nn\ ntti do not iiiid aiis 

'laiindlv in . ua < *f^ •* lo h» ]»f h a si n^ ilaliltifsn, .it It nsi as i I'Aanst tin 

Ihnnt.at.., Gi h* * fs! tu,tnt\ yai^ r so, iiurnnins ha\t boon [Aioh.hilod 

f fill i .hio i I liuo. Mid ih*- p *lit'\ ot pifshihitlm was so -iirietl\ tuitin^ed, 

1b ti 1 pn ‘s in th. o an ouh d.uou or 4,nhC} lUirnniUs u Im (oiisuint' opium 

Mr, i d) H i M *m\ n .non uh\ this poll \ oi pnihihuitsii 'nlandd noi b'‘ 

t idorn d in huiia 1 ht thsMnninni oi Ihama lia^o alnnid) bt ^aii 

fs II that pol'tA K nj in i tfa iion-Hunnans. 11u <fuanl*i\ oi csnium 
. di uium! ill Uiam? i uoa pro^n '-siv‘ Iv dtidiiuni', ‘Uid I hopa Unit tiia 
’ i\ /Gill no! ho far d,*mHn, \.hon wpiiuu in Ihirma s\iU he used oidv lor 
{ludimnul nd seoiillln' p!npO‘,t‘«. Sir to m\ mind, the n!il\ ddlicult\ ni 
tla uat *] lie G a* nuin m i nd iui^- ihh pn.hhm 's thi dish ealisiii oi 
n \M!Ut^ G it \ou!d U’ist ii *m tin -utldni ai-'appt iU’n)e<‘ <f opium reccapt^. 
Gml i Ihink Gus <1 lVieuh\ mu h« niautd b> adoptnn* the j o!ia\ oL 
* \tiiipuiN|dr»« Git* opium mu mn slurlnp a pooMd o! f'ne u*ars. ll is 1rue 
tbu tin* !s*et ipis fioui opmm t-onu^ to somnihiua like tbon ernros, but the 
« npaiidiljim h I'HO eron s Hu* n»*i n'enac is ooh about l«7o ciWiB. 

ii Gan Ion an attimpl \u le made in « xtiumiisb tin whole in t uvuau^ 

mnhn( onl\ oiu xenr, thefi'* u no dould the rovemns rd the roni‘rnimau ot 
linFa, uould fie fFNloeateii, Init ii wr* reducn* tiu' tX|anditurc' 1)\ ofie-htlis 
mi‘r\ )ear, d lie* tmi of five xears ilm o])iam revuna* wil} dKapfiear and 
Gem will lie no disloeatiou of publie revenu(‘s. 1 would tht‘r< fou sug^n^st, 
Sir, that out of the i‘Xf amdiinre of |.7d lakhs, we hhould reduce 10 lakhs 
this \eur, aiiotln r 10 lakhs next and ho on. Sir, this loSs of 1(> lukh^ 

of O’veiiuo p( r uaumuinuot do m any luirui, it is oul} a drop in the ousau 
as eompHred with the total ineouu^ of the Govi'rnment of Indhi wliieb is 

ouathiniit like* 1141 uiid ridd eroreB. During the ytuir which is about to ekise, 
due to the speda! efforts of Hin Rxeeilencv the roimnanclerdn-(1iieh ihe 
hdlitary expenditure has been cut down by ov«‘r 1 eron*s of rupu^s, and i 
hope that Mk Exeedkmey and his successor will do then* hxA bi*st io cut 
(Icwn the military ejopeiiditure in the next lew years to the luininmni limit 
by the fneheape Committee, and T hope that the expendhiirc saved 

trw Military DeJ:)artmeni can make up for tin* loss of ivviunie 

from opiiim. St, there is, I think, another wb>} by wliicdi wti 
can find ihe ainoiirit necessary to make good the of reveput** 

The Govmimmt of India have recently fonnulatod n gchomo for the redpe- 
tbn or avoidance of debt. That scheme has been made without prnpiudy 
eomnMiig this House, ^ I am glad io note that tho (inmthn will coiru* up 
again ftt the next session when 1 hope that the amount set apart for tlie 
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sinking liind will be considerably reduced Sir, I aui nrn ni h 
bebeve tliat no Sinking Pimd should be provided for prf)fliKdive debt \rj \ , 
we have got 725 crores at the end of the }<‘ar 1924-25 as prochicnut' d< bi 
s.nd only about 288 crores of unproductive debt. That is, ronghi} spe'djiag 
< ur improduotivc debt is only about 2^5ths of the total (It hi Now, tbf 
Government of India have put b} about 4-78 crorrs aN a Sinl'Oig i und I 
all the debts I think, Sir, only 2/5ths of that sum sbould r« st rvt d f- r 

Milking fund purposes If this suggestion is talu n up b\ Uuw rmut ut 

of India, we should put by yearly about 2 crores <4 rupt^is f(ir tlic ndutdefij 
or avoidance of debt Sir, as I have pointed out, we ln\( evn‘\ hep Im 
have something in military expenditure and also to om r 2 (ra»s ni 

rupees from sinking fund [ think these tun savings ao me»re than 
sufficient not only to make up the loss ot onium rev( iiue hut aK s In maJo 
up the loss resulting from the abolition of the cotton dui \ H i\ 

with these few words I move my motion * 

Mr. J*. L. McOallum (Burma Nominated Official): Sir, i am not pre* 
pared to go back with the Honourable Mover ot this motion tfj the 
1799. Ho devoted most of his time to the old days and thiaiiy, \\Ikii hv 
did come down to the year 1910 when the Goverameiil of India liad a rtwoiine 
of 941 lakhs ot rupees out of opium, he perhaps wisel\ stofipec! tlu-re ll 
he had come down to the present year, he would have found that the 
revenue had shrunk to just over one crore. Now, we haw* Ixvn trealeci io 
two very different kinds of speeches by the Mover and Dr, Ihdla Tin* 
Honourable klover's speech was one pf condemn<iiion and ver^\ litll* 
reasoning and his condemnation extended especially io the policy** ot the 
Government of Iiniia of twenty and more years ag<n Br, Lhiiln guvs* ih a 
scientific dissertation on opium with very little condemnatifHi ai the present 
policy of Government In his attack on Mr. McWaiiiTs' spefali in an- 
other place, the Honourable Mover referred to the findings of ilic Itoyal 
Commission of 1895 on public opinion in India. Well, I want to know what 
the public opinion in India about the opium question really is, 1 am not 
one of those who agree with the Commander-in -Chief that India is iioi <i 
nation I pn perfectly ready to admit that India is a naiiori and even that 
public opinion can exisf there. But that public opinion, as so often happens 
even with public opinion among western nations, is bv no means iinaniim a 
on the subject of opium. The opium consumers themselves are generally 
dumb, else they would no doubt be in favour of free traffic in the iniL 
Their opinion is anyhow prejudiced and I think we must ignore it in thin 
discxission. My colleague, Maung Tok Kyi, says that the Governmeiil of 
India have treated public opinion with contempt. Now, as far as I liavt^ 
been able to ascertain public opinion, i^t takes in India one of two mail! 
lines. One is the line taken by the Mover of this motion. It is the aclvm 
cacy of complete prohibition I have the greatest respect for this opinion 
which is held by many of the most respected men in thc^ community, but 
I think It is formed on an incomplete examination of the facts and I do not 
think it represents the views of the majority in India. The other Hue' advo* 
cates control but protests against the policy of the Government of Indiii 
because Government carrv that control too far. There is a considemble 
body of public men an India who talk about the saorifiee of revenue for a 
mem sentiment. They say that that sentiment is more British and 
American than Indian, and that, if India, at the bidding of the westim 

^ That the under ihe bead * Opram ’ be wdacetTb^TBsTH^ 
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Diitions, liad to give up its opium revenue, she should be compensated for 
llu} ]c)ss ot that revenue by the holders of that sentiment and usually more 
tte[}eeidll\ L\ the British Exchequer I believe that that opinion more 
aeeiirat(‘l;y reriec's the opinion of a majority in India. 

There are three main lines of policy open to a country situated as India 
is. The\ are ( L) free trathc, (2) control and (3) prohibition. We may 
lefivt* ilu^ first oiy of account The second is the pofic}" of the Government 
( t India and to iiii mind the nnl}’ reasonable policy in present world con- 
ditions. G jVLiiiment assumed control by monopoly in von/ early years but 
very soon allay tlt(> amount of money which came in as revenue made 
them so frighiaicd that lhe\ appointed a Eoyal Commission which reported 
in 1805 Thosi findings the ba'^^is of the Government’s policy to-day 
and they are tlumdore exlnanelv important Dr J3atta has already read 
some iu ili« House and I do not think I need mention an> more than the 
s<aiienee : 

We hn<l no eodencp of e\ten&uc moral and phy'^ical degradation from its use,’* 

cf Jill exit ion of Govermiicnt is that those hndingb arc as valid and true 
to-da\ as ihe\ were in 1805 We are continually being told, and ^ve have 
Ijet^n told b> Dr, Datta to-driy, that g<merai Indian and world conditions 
have alteri^i so much 'since 1895 th^t there is now good ground for a gen- 
eral advance tf)Wnrds Prohibition I do not think that such a case has 
been madt^ cnit, and wvmld like to give thc^ House some of my reusons 

First of all, let xne admit that there docs^ seem to me to be a certain 
inconsistency in the policy of the Goveinment of India They rest on the 
findings rd the lioval (’onimissum and the\ wmild have been justified by 
thost‘ findings in going on with their policy of contx^ol, without attempting 
to restrict consumption below the level at which it stood in 1895 They 
have not been content with this. They have flirted with Prohibition It 
may yimoat be said that their policy during the last 10 or 15 years has been 
control with a view to final Prohibition. They have restricted allowances^ 
decreased tln^ number of shops, increased the retail prices and reduced 
exports emormousiy, with the result that a revenue of 941 lakhs in 1910-11 
has shrunk to 166 lakhs in 1923-24 and to 131 lakhs in the revised estimate 
for 1924-25. 

This is n sort of inconsistency, and protests have bi‘en made, as I have 
pointed out, against it, but on the whole the error, if it %vas an error, 
listening perhaps overmuch to the uninformed enthusiasm of the West, 
wuis an error on the right side, and w^e need have no misgivings in accepting 
the result as a faii accompli. 

Since the Eeforms, opium has become a Provincial subpet, and in all 
provinces except Assam a Provincial Transferred subject Since that time 
control of internal consumption has been a matter for Local Governments 
The provinces have not like the Central Government sacrificed revenue, but 
they have reduced consumption by raising retail prices. These prices are- 
now so high that they are probably incapable of furiher enhancement. 

The revenues of Provinces w^ere : 

In 1910-11 ... ... 164 lakhs; 

1920-23 (last year under the old regime) ... 276 lakhs; and 
1923-24 ... ... ... 270 lakhs. 

Control of internal consumption is not now therefore strictly relevant hx 
this House. 1 submit, however, that the matter ought to be discussed ia. 
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tills House, because itlie polic\ ot tbe Local GoNcriiuients \\ a policv iiHuiii- 
fed from and encouraged by the Central Govemiuent, iiud uioii'eniT, i.e 
Provincial Governments are not members of tbe League oi iSatioiis and i ht \ 
can only defend their policy before tbe League of iSaiions ibrougb tin t * n- 
tral Government which is a member. 

As Burma is the only inovince in wbich a poliev of Proldhuioji lia^^ Oi, is 
detiiiitely adopted, J may perhaps be alhjued to cx'ciipv iht* lam m te* 
House for si litlie in t^xamining its residis. The poliev i*- n P lod 

to as Hegislratjen. We haw^ luo s\stem-> oi regisiraliuH in Ihatrf.o^ 
regisirafion uhich is ib’ohibition, and a r«‘gistf'air‘n uhich n iiu 1 la 
P}‘ohibiiion register nders to J-furmans onl\, the oUu‘r tt> iininLurman'' . 
mainly Indi<ms and tdiine^e. i>ui these ialttn Mauiig Tok Ku wisd i ♦ 

he put on the same lines as Burmaiis. i think 1 can sliou llial iluo t' 
serious grounds tor doubt tis to the eftieacN </i the prcihihit i«ai p ^ur; in 
Burma, hi 1893 all Bimnan opium cousuimrs were lueistt rt d, ;?nd llte 
rt^gister was then closed. But there wiTe prueiical difiicnHie^. if 
found that all the consumers had not been registered. So, in Ih 

rigister was reojieued and consumers who were over the age nl 2a in bsPd 
were enrolled. In 1912, these Burman consumers numbered 11.019 hi 
1921, tht' mim])er had fallen to 5,41)5. It may he noted in passing ihai ad 
these 5,000 were ovor the age of 53 in 1921, a fact which conhrum ? ite of 
Bit' fmdings of the itoyal Commission in 1B95 that opium consumption in 
moderation docs not shorten life, 'These 5,000 art* spread all o\er Ihinua, 
and as ilna’e are 10 districts in Burma, the district avt'ragt* of Bunnes*' 
o]3ium t'onsuuiers would be round about 140. It js funhalilv imh , 

There is no riaison to think that Alaungmya district, a padd\ -grow ing ih It i 
district, had more than its fair proporliou of these' consumers. 
a zealous Excise Commissioner discovered that some ol the euiti valors aufi 
hslienuen f)f this disirkd. had acquired tlu' habit of taking small (h»Krs «»! 
opium medicinally as a proteiylion against damp and fatigue. He persuaded 
the Local (hwemment to reopen the Rt^gisier lor that district on!\, as an 
e\periine!\t, and on the strict condition that they wt ih not if) la* allow i'd 
uifu’e than a small medical allowance. What was the result? On the da\ 
tile IicgistfU’ was n'opened, tlune wen oiu' Uumsand applicants lor reeid!'5e 
tion. I do not sa\ that the .same, thing would happen in e\a r\ distrii't in 
Burma if tin' iiegislers were reopened, but from my mm imparies i kiinw 
that the number of non”r('gis,lered Burman consumers is large*, especiali} in 
Arakan Division, I would hazard lh<‘ guess that the lumdur (jf nonu’i‘gis» 
h'red Burman consumers in Burma is at least as large as the number cd' 
nwisii red consunierR. 

This is one fju'i whkdi destTvos the deepest consideratiori of the advocates 
of Prohibition, and another is the increase in Binuggling. fn India the 
(kmiral Government pavs tbe cultivator about Hs, 13 or Its, 15 for his 
opium, manufactures it, and sells to tbe Local Governments at Ks, 30 
per seer. It is retailed at various rates in different Provinces. In Bimmi it 
,!s retailed at from Es. 110^ to lis. 140 per seer. It is (bvious that ihesc 
figures offer tromeiidous inducements io smugglers. The Mover, Mr, 
Duraiswami Aiyaiignr, asked, ** What does it matter whether China goes dry 
or not?’' Wdb Sir, T wish to maintain that it is the thing that matiera 
enormoiwly both to Burma "and to India. {A Voice: Why?'*) Most of 
the smuggled opium in Burma comes from the frontiers of China. Ahput 
*99^per cen.i of the illicit dpium^ wHch is seized in Burma cotoeS from 
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euloree itb orders. In fact, it is this impotence of (diina A\liieli is at the 
root of all the differences between our representatives and the Americans on 
tile League of Nations. The Yunnanese or the Bhan cultivator will be well 
compensated if he gets the same aniounl as the Alalwa ciiltivalor. This 
opiinn is imported and carried ail over Burma, and retails at about twice 
the price of shop opium. 

Ill 1920-21, the latest year for which I have got figures, idle amount of 
smuggled opium seized in Burma was over 2^ tons. The proportion seized 
to the proportion smuggled is of course unknown, but is variously estiiiiaied 
at from 10 to 50 per cent Speaking in the Legislative (hjiiuci] ol Burma 
on 20th August of l.isi \e,ir, the former Excise ( ’omimssioiier, wbr) iva*- 
responsible for the experimeiil in Maungm\a told of one consignment silzed 
in aiioiluT \ear whic'h amounted to nearl\ one Ion. ITe report menlimis 
that the smuggling is bdng taken up b\ even the most unlikely classes oi 
the community In Mandahn 0,080 tohis ivctc seized in iiossessirai of the 
Angio-Indicin st, nogi <'pher of i h’gh (lovernineiib officitii. 

Tlie siicei'ss of ih'ohihition in Lurmn is therefore a ver\ (luuloful (|i!aiitii>, 
and I think Assam would be well-advised to leave it alone and continue the 
policy of control. 

llegistraticni of a non-Buiman is easii^^ aeliieved. The cmisuiuer lias 
onh to prov(^ to the h/cal (‘Xcisi^ otlicials Uiat ho is a consunaw, and he 
is forthwitli registered and granted an allowance. I should like t(j say a 
word oil bt'hali of the (Oiinese consumer, ofhm a smoker. He is not the 
dope-fiend he is sometimes imagined to be. On the contrary, he is ex- 
tremel\ inoderafto One or two pipes in the evening usually sulljce him, 
and th(‘\ do noi do liim an; liarni. Tdie Ciiinaman is one of the best 
(dliziuis Me hav(‘ gch in Burma. He is honest, hard-W' rking and well- 
behaved. 

'To reveit to tlie general internal consumption of all -India I maintain 
that the poliex of the (TO\erunient oi India, as pursued during the last 15 
\oars, practical!;, meets the demands even of the xVmoricans on tlm League 
of Nations. The main difficulty is that wo caiiiiut make our formula ot 
'' legitimate ” needs agrte with tludr formula of “ medical and scientific 
needs.” In India there is not the requisite medical staff to enforce this. 

Dr. Datta reiern^d us to Mr. Patou’s panipliiet '' Opium in India.” 
In that pamphlet Mr. Baton suggests that we should investigate tlie possi- 
bility of allovdng medieeJ authorisation to eonsume opium to be gL'en h\ 
” indigenous practitiomn^s not on the medical register.” I have no hesita- 
tion in saying that if you allowed authorisation in Burma by the local 
” medicine-man,’* the consunqition of opium would double or treble itself: 
in a year. The use oi the word ” legitiiuate ” instead of the "word 
” medical ” means that tlie allowama^ can be fixed as now by the local 
excise officers and I contend that the results showui by this fixation prove 
that that system is tlu' only practical system. 

T should also like to sn\ a word or two on Mr. Andrews’s pamphlet. He 
publishes an interesting set of figures to show that the consuinjffJoii of 
opium in India is about 12 sevens to every 10,000 persons. The figures look 
as if they might have been compiled in a Government office, and so I 
had hotter not go too far in impugning them. Tiie League standard is 6 
seers per 10,CX)0, and we are asked to work down to this.' T doubt if the 
League would accept responsibility for the eountrv where it has a local 
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sine io SH\ , “ \V(' been nuikiug iioiiest etfi rts mid tbi. 

i-^ ^i<‘iduali\ failin,^ irdui tlie \ car Tlu' Hon nr < A* Nn \\i ^ ^ 

Edk the Finunce Momhei, hml to .itlniit, “ I <iin iiol rt‘s|'OU^ii;:t to! 
was happening beloio lh2l, hui from id21 1 know that eoiimunpliia 
grHiuai]\ 'Lalling ’ I inainkiin .that it js tlie oi tin n n-e* r t n 

U! tveuieiit ihal ib still working. AI\ fiund aware 1 hat a lasuhik n F - 

lieeii eairied tor Pdal prohibition. I am >nire that eano e\efi- ■ ^ 

ioiun'l for sheKiiig ii again. AH irieucl has ml, replied I lieo Im oii:”i 
]» ate him and am, iherefons at a dibadv mtagm I am ird siin uh il i ^ 0*1 ' 
lie will after on heliali of (he ( rovennneut Rv will po'^-tihi m' Oh 
it is not j)ossi!)l(‘ to s((![) illicdi sal< ol Aiahia opium and so.p h o'i! eri ' ' 
ot 111' {H)pp\ ”. So total proluhirion is out oi' the ({ii(‘^lion ll 'e«\» is i ' . 

are rcail\ so helpless in tb.at matter, which 1 do not t)ei]t\( Oa * m no m 

wdi\ not f)ass uecessaiw legislation ,ind entrust us wuli tlu wo-ri.. ouo 
will soe that tlieie is no illicit imjjort (t opium peo\id(‘d wt art not t ! 
to jail again. In a piaco' like Assam, I can sp( idt with c ih'ah uei , 11 - 
quite possible to stop the illicit sale and iin])ort of opium. Iis (4h(} pi u* •- 
il ma; be difficult. I urn an Assauuse. I lm\e liw(‘4 t!a !‘e a^d I lia\i oui^ 
ill troublous tinass and the (tovc'rnimaii Imd hoi n pleasi'd in -rial im i 
jail for twelve months for canning mi this ttmp(‘ram*e wort, hui f kii m 
for certain that (lie bulk of the opinion is in fmour of prohihifion, Ii w. 
could bring the cousuuqithm down t ) that extent within ti natiiths, lio\< m 
nieiit, if smnousl\ inelinerl, could surel\ firing it down lo a miaF 1 iieer * 
tent \Vli\ make untenable excuses? \Vh> not plaiui\ sas , “ We caimol 
afford to lose the revenue. You ina\ pass lUisoiutions but \ou caiiuni male 
Us acd upon them.’' Tin* Honourable Ylr Binlia (if the Ibhiar and Oris^ . 
(to\ernuunit has made a candid conhsssion in that matter possibh. beeaiio 
he is alter all an Indian. 1 will ask inv fiiend io la> his band on Ills ia 11 , 
not hi-^ ohicial heart but bis human heart, and sa\ whetlier the conihli''i> 
in Assam are not xmw deplor.diha Thr(‘e-fourlhs of tla* populalii 11 nan 
wouaan and chiichvn — in certain distrieH taki> opium. I’ltai lias not krpi 
iht'm iway from malaria or kala azar. Honourable Meania rs tmi> lmo»\ 
that there are tie trading centres in Assam. '’Fhe labour |,>opiilation wbieh 
ct'imes io about 12 lakhs do not take opium \ci. I am surt‘ tlK\\ uih 

gradually do so. Tlie tea planters are careful not io take mm itdtlichid I 
opium, because a man who takes opium is perieeny us('h ss and that imd » - 
the quantity eonsimua] in particular areas nmr<‘ startling. Smoking a pipe 
or tw'o a day, just as recranmended the Honouralile Hovtaiiment Afi inber 
from Burma, might do good tp some p(‘ople, hut taking opium r(\guiarl\ in 
the quantity which is allowed to be taken in Assam cnimol but ruin Ua 
health of the strongest man. Tt has caused Iiavoc in Assam. Tliereforo 
the only tiling we can do is io associate myself with l)r. Dal in 
in expressing our strongest condemnation of tlie policy tlud is 
being carried on b\ the Indian Government. The Assam GmoTiimeni 
alwais look up io the India Government and therefore if ii is com 
donmed here T am sure that the Assam Government will see tlud this opium 
iraftie is not carried on in the manner it is done now, Tt is natural tlial 
my friend the 0-ovemment Memlu'r wants to come Iasi. I liope tiiat 
somebody from my province will be allowed to re.ply to him lieeRiise there 
is atisohitely no excuse whatever so far as Assam is concernod for not 
adopting more drastic measures for fedxxcJng consumption. Only the other 
day we had made an inquiry into the opium evil. There mm from 

the* Government side such as Eai Bahadurs, Government pensioners, doctors 
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and others who ^:»avG (‘videnoe Wt' bad carried (m the inquiry throughout 
Assam and eyen tlie hardmed opium caters told us “ Save us from this 
habit; we cainuf'l g(d out oi it. You must do somelliing to help us 'h This 
inquiry was finisl'-ed onl.v tlirce mouths ago The report will be published 
shortly. Air Andrews he! pc* I us iu the deliberations and our thanks are 
due to him. The bulk of the* opinion as rtuorded in the report is in favour 
of prohi])iiion. I hope tlie Assam rxovia-iuiiont will this time — -I am only 
expressing a pious hope — uece])! the Kosedntion for total prohibition and will 
worlv upon it. If it is not good ior an\ other })ari of India, surely it is 
good for Assmii. 1 desire once again associate luxself with the remarks 
of the Honourable Air. Duiaisy ami Aisangar and Dr. Datta and support 
the cut proposed. 

Mr. Karaini Kumar Chanda (Hui-ma Valley cam Shillong: Non-Muham- 
madan) : After the very ahl ‘ siieerh A* m\ Honourable colleague Mr. 
Phookun there is not much 1.11 for nn* to mention here and I should like 
only to supplement what he has stiid ti. d soma of these things have been 
dealt with most ably f>v nn Hor.oiu’ahle irl uid Dr. Datta. Sir, the House 
must have seen from the hguri s whicli niv friend Mr. Phookun placed be- 
fore it that Assam is the worst place in the wliolc of India, Burma included, 
where the opium evil ha.s attuned the most frightful proportions. There 
is no place in the whole of India wlnu'e son will hnd so many persons 
addicted to the o])iuin habit; vin re \oii will find so many infants drugged 
by their mothers for the purpose of keeping them quiet while they go to 
work. My friend has given vou the figuros for the districts of Assam. 
The figure for the province of Assam is 52 seers taking 6 seers to be the 
index figure, according to the figuros of the Tioague of Nations, I wish to 
point out that this figure is ralher low. 'rho correct figure should be higher, 
Assam includes the Bvlhet disirici. The House %vas told the other day by 
my Honourabh' friend Afr. Anev, who moved a Picsolution for the transfer 
of Bylhefc to Bengal, lhat R'dbet was a Bonevali district wherein 94 per cent, 
of the people talked Bengali. New it is a fact that Bengalis do not as a 
rule take o])ium. Bvlhet bv itself contains more than one-third of the 
wholt^ population of the provinc<v Tlic population of Sylhet is 2|- millions 
and the whole province has 7 millions. Now in Bvlhet itself the figure is 
•9 seers per 10,000 population. Similarly in Goalpara, where there is s 
large Bengali population, the figure is onlv 2 seers. Now, if you exclude 
Bylhet and Goalpara fron^ ^ssam, the fifrure for the province will be much 
higher than 52. As it is, i1 is Uih hiLdn^st figure of any province in the whole 
of India, Burma included. Thus, as I say, Assam is the wwst place in 
the whole of India, where this (wil has nitained the most frightful propor- 
tioiiB. That being so, J submit Sir, that if in any province opium ought to 
have been a transferred su!)ject, it is Assam. But unfortunately Assam 
is 1h'^ fiiilv firovinec wlu‘r(‘ orjiiim is n n^served subject. In this connection, 
Sir, I am surprised to find ilnat not only Afr. rampbAl but the Honourable 
Sir Basil Blackelt madr I1 k‘ ^iMomnni flint iu the whole of India opium is a 
iransf erred subject. I wdll just quote you the answer of Sir Basil 
Blackett. . . . 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett; T din not dispute the fact that it is 
reserved in Assam. (Laughter.) 

Mr* KamM Kumar Chanda:^Bir Basil Blackett admits having made a 
stnieraent in this TTouse that opium wnn n transferred mibject. Why did ho 
make that statement? Wos he unaware of ihe fact that m Assam it was 

i 
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not a tniiisferred subj(a*(? And (\in|)b ‘M iit ii 1 i o ti 

Nati()!is iioi oiilv said that, bui he said tlLd >* tla* \u | h o’^hah' ' 
to put a slop to it tlie^A could (‘usiK do ,i. !‘ut ;oaj hofo* , in \ sio t, i'- 
not a transferred siihjeei. It is a restart d subject, aod lie \-sao. a. tstiie 
plain that it is due to the action oi the iasi t1iit i ( N conn,-.-!* r o* A-Mirsi, 
Sir Nieiioias Beatsou-Bt ll, now Hie llevtTt'iid Hir Xedi*fh. lb a! 

0 missionary of the Cliiirch ol Enttbuid iu Kiddt*rp'C\ lE Ut'^'<ood i 
Beaison-BelL It was cine to him tliul opium coiiiinues u» In* a ri 
subject in Assam. There is some justiheation ua* till- t* ho* !. ,e ' a’ 
■was due to him that opium w'us not a ir;mst‘-rr<‘d ’‘•’difert. lb hi 

tolerant of any criticism of the ereist^ ]>olie\ oi A'--, cm I mu^ nii, itUMp ns» 
incident to show this before this Hoiis(‘ Ibd n.duidur PhmiMliar ( o oh 
a retired Extra Assistant CommissiomT, \Mu a Membt r n! \s,sni L< .,1- 
lative Council. In 1919 he made a remiuh hi bis ‘-omm Ci < rliithCn * ili.» 
excise policy of Assam and eondenminp iho ro\uiur* Iran npifue ahi«h fe* 
characterised as tainted monev. Sir Xicdiolas Beats aidb 11 * ihf ('hln* 

Commissioner and President of the Council, fie Hew IhUj a n nTd- rave 
in the Council at this and openly insulh'd the Ihii fl ifiadm* in sic C., uhAI 
for his statement. 

Mi. W. a. Oosgrave: Bir, on a point of order I would aCv \our ndinv fis 
to whether the Honourabh' Member is jusCfb*d in aUaekinv o’ retired offhe r 
o! Goyernment who is not here io rl<‘fen<1 bimseli. 


Mr, Kamini Kumar Chanda: J am just (‘vpiainiuv fhai the A.^. im* ure 
justified in their complaint tiia,! opium eonUniies to be a rcMTVed Mib|i‘ci uu 
yiccoujit of the action of Sir XTcduhis Bealson-Bell. Sir KiidjeluH Ihei eii- 
Bell said that this Member of the Councib I he Bai B.ilnuliir. us uii ftiheer ei 
the Government, hud himselt participniul iu 1iu‘ immoml poliei t»l iIim \ .e 
Government, and ht‘ hud drawn his ]au and was dnuGnu bis pensifui tnuu 
this tainted money, and it wois put up to Ijiui U> nlimd ihni amoiin! d1i»s 
matter was brought to the notice ol ilu* Viccu’ov, i,ord Chelmsforfi. Iml lie 
did not interfere, and then it was (-anha! up in afifieid to the 
late Mr, Alontagu. Mr. Montagu would not at flrnt fielii-ve 
that ^ the ^ I’resident of a Council and lailer of a Prmiiiee woiihi 
so lilt’ forget Ills position ns to insuli n MeinVicr for dtiing 
liis duty honestly in the f’onncil. lint uflenvnrdR when all llie iiiiin i . 
wore sent to him be decided that Sir Nicholas Beatwm-lh-ll Man 1-, anol'e 
gise to Kw Bahadur Phanidhar Chaliha. 1 shnil not repeat ib<- siihseonent 
history of this matter.^ Tfc is dear (hen ilial 'he coinplaint of fhe AHsanie.se 
that It was due to .this ruler, Sir Nicholas In .d.srm-lleli, tlnil opium can 
tmuos to be a reserved subject in A^sain is justified. If opium had been a 
foansfarred subject the (fovernmeiit would liavc l.ecn forced before now 

earned bv the Council huf the f-toveniment have not paid unv heed (o it 
son oTf woThv fofW Brijut Knladhar ('halihn, a worti.v 

r^OTcd a Biy.nf T-A 1“^ Plumidhar (’Iniliha. 

GovernrnoM folnb ’1 rceoniTnending to the 

mediS ?nd Siilf conmmiption of Ophim in Asamn except for 

roedicina] and seientifio purposes he totallv prohibited, Now ive have (o 

HonourtbfosIr'Winhm Tf’ the 

SS otonosed ft K^rMlpepifocillor of the Assam Gov- 

©rtiment, oppose It ,(jnd it js very unhMy tihat li^ will pat mj stteptibn 
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tf» Ibis iie&ohilioii. M\ !ri(‘tKl Mr. riiuukun &pt>kc of a coinniittoe and I 
will just give mui a list of the })orboiib ^\ho were exaiiiincd : 

'f'lio Opmiii Intiuuy Cumuuttee wliohe rrpoit is about to be published examined 
526 uiUu-hse^, ihiiost all of ulhun aie for total prohibition except for medical arid 
“cieulibc imipou'b oiii\. 01 the wiiue''ses 26 me Government pensioners, JO title 
lioidtofa, 11 Ciiairmeu of local boards and iiHiincipaiitie.s, 22 medieai practitioners^ 
72 opiuni eater^j and tlie lest aie public men of ali shadcb of opinion/’ 

Ml. Fib A. (UiHijruve: ‘‘ Wliu the uiouihcrb of the Coiniuit tee ?”} Home 
I I (hu lending men oi A',snrn. Kow, Sir, lln»re is aiiothei point on which 
1 winh to draw the afteniion of tlie J-hnise, and that is the very inaccurate 
Btatiaihut of Sir Fasii ihaekeli. It was stat ‘d ihat opium eating is not so 
harmfui as u]»iuiu Miioking and opiaui sinuking is practically not in existence 
now. 

Mr. M. M. JosM: Are \ou an expeii in this inntier as Sir Basil Blackett 
is? 

Mr. Kumar Chanda: I do not claim to bo. 1 am told that this 

is ihc‘ ]*eal laci, and il I may mention it iny old friend Mr. Cosgrave said 
a i*a‘ other day, Mr. Gampben said the same thing in the League of 
Ahtlions, ihat tln‘re was no opium smoking in India And I hud the Honour- 
a!)h' Sir Hasil fhackett made ifie same statement in this Assembly in 
answer to {piestions \os ;hhH, MMi md />lu * n fhv January 1925, pub-* 
lished in Volume V ol the As‘*ombly d(‘bates, page 285. Wliat he then 
said was: 

‘ Buuuti is the only province in India in whir)) npiam is smoked to any large extent, 
etc.” 

Mr, Cbimpbejl mack* tin* same slalouienl ilu'iv. 1 will tell him what the 
ansuiw ol tin* Assam Government was on Ihis point. On ihe 4ih l^lareh 
the fonowing question was put in ihe Assam (Vaineil : 

“ (a) Have the Goveimnent of Assam seen the ie])ort in Ihe pie.ss .some lime in tfie 
inoitili of November lasf, to the effect that Mi. John Compboli, the repx'osentative of 
Ibo Gineuitmoil tjf in the Lengiio of Nations Opium C'onfereiice in Geneva, said 

ihal Iheie is praeUcally no opium ^ni<jking in India? 

{(i) Are tile (Jovinaimeni of Assam in a po.sition to say that linre is no opium 
smoking in Assfirn? ” 

h1u‘ nnswiT of the Assam Goyiaimioni was this: 

{(/} The Goveinuient ha'. e nolned in the piess a statement ascribed to Mr. 
(JampbeH al th(‘ iniM-iing of ilio Opium (‘oiifermee of November the 6ih last al Geneva 
io die ( ifeet thud the ))vobleiu of opuiin niiokuig did not exist in India. Without the 
I'ccord.-, of the pioeeedings '.\iiuli they have not yet received, they arc not prepared 
io assume that Mr. Campiull ha* been con eel ly reporled. 

{(f) Tilts Govei'uinent are aware that opium is htnoked in Assam, and the Government 
of India mu.si also be awai’e of this.”' 

1 woiKli*r how in ilia fnco of (bin the IJonourabU* Sir Basil Blnckctt made 
ihe statenKuii that opium smoking is confined only to Burma, (fho 
iii^noumble BnMI Blaekctl : 1 did not $uy that it was confined to 
Bniriiia.”) I do not know what other moaning his reply can haveu Sir, 
ray Honourable friend, Mr. Phookim, has stated how this opium evil has 
been to some extent reduced in Assam : this was so through the action 
of ihe non-co-operators, 2, OCX) of whom had been sent to jail. I may. 
supplement that statement by slating the fact that not only this, but 
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[Mr. Kaiiiini Kumar Ohanda.] 

Maliatma Gaudlii 'visitod Assum In B(‘ptcmia‘r 1021 and a lanikU^antLi was 
started in November 1921 and between NoViutlMr 1021^ aiid tin Kl A|fril 
J922 these people wore seii to jaii, and in six in Asaan iiuiKlias 

were let loose and Pimiiivo Pollci' (luards pwsPd Ii In lliis v a\ 
that the non-co-operation movemenl was Idilad In (bninitmiit 

themselves have admitted in the Excise ileport lor Itrjo |||,,|^ radiir- 
tion in opium revenue was due to Aluhatina (landhi's and tlie 

propaganda, and Mr. Campbell, wliile fh-Uaiding lln Cuxnnintiii id 
India’s policy before the League of Nalloius U\n \eais aLTo, Inm^d lumped 
compelled to take shelter under the ncune ot Malnitinn (bndiii Jhil 
this year, xvhon the American deit'gaies ymrpo^ed lu pui in a petit iiiii 
signed by Arahatma OanJlii and others lor pulling an r nd to iIsi-h i \ iL 
Mr. Campbell rose to oppose it and ii was ruled out ni fa'df r Kir, Afr, 
Phookun has made the statement what the fall Iroiu IU2I, win n Alaludma 
Gandhi visited Assam, was. The full ei'iecd was nion nnek«‘ 1 in tin* b>llow- 
ing year when there was a drop of 600 nuuinds. Alihonuli so man\ 
workers were sent to jail, there was the monumtum set eoing leading to a 
decrease in consumption, but unless Govenmu'ui an* more ^^^unpatlietii* 
there is no guarantee that there will not be a la]>se. Wlnit tlie Assam 
Government is seriously concerned with is an;v di crease* nl exidsi revimu*, 
The second best source of rexTnue in Ass.mi is (‘xeise. It \it*!ds mon* 
than 89 per cent, of the total receipts of tin* prAmaas and ii is no umider 
that Government should be anxious to kce]> ii as a reserved ^ubio^*i and 
should bo concerned about the fall in the income from opimm Kir, 1 do 
not think I have anything more to place before ilie House In wav r»f 
supplementing what my Plonournblo frimul Mr. klK>obiin lias -.aid, and 
I do not think I would be serving any useful purpose h\ repeat iie*: all On* 
arguments. Kir, I associate myself with the remarks of m} Hoiiotiralde 
friend Mr. Phookun. 

Sardar Bahadur Captain Hira Singh Brar (Jhmjab. Nommaied Nom 
official): Sir, I rise to say a lew words in this conneclion. I have iieard 
that perhaps thousands ol children, tlumsands oi women ant! tliousunds ot 
labourers die annually by taking small doses ol ojiium. Gld men lr>o 1 
believe are said to have died irom this cause in the Asbum Jlills and in 
Bengal, but none of them so fur us I know have died imm this cuuBe in tlm 
Punjab, I am not in favour of encouraging the habit nl eonsuniiiig 
opium, but at the same time I am not in favour oi the total stoppage of 
the sale of opium. In my part of the coaiiii;v, Bir, opium is \er\ generally 
used (An tlQUOurdhlc Member: ‘‘ Do \ou use it?”) hoili a.s a stimulant 
and a tonic after a hard day’s work and as a cure lor varirais diseaseK. And, 
Sir, taken as it very generally is in small modtraic dost‘H, it does no barm 
but on the contrary has beneficial results sometimes. Ho genemb Sir, Is 
its use among many of my people that in ^some Sikh regiments opium is 
carried as part of their rations on field services and a Bmail. close of 4i is on 
every occasion issued to the men as pfurt of their rations* I immn to the 
habitual users of course. Now, Bir, the argument for prohibition is always 
tbis^ that indulgence in opium pr any shniUir drug or liquor leads to 
thereby ^ruim the physique and morality pf the eser. 
But* , excess of anything is had and, ' further, the man who takes 
anything ifi excess is really a man of weak chameter, Atid up iinount ol 
idgislation with a view to prohibition will ever pi^eveirt Mai from wmf 
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(u Ills appetiiu. it lie Pdimvt get opium, lie will probably go in for some- 
tiling \\urhi‘, tur t xninple, bhuugj us 1 buppose many ui my friends bere 
brink even «,la\ (Laiigiiterj, or vfianib, as be\erai do, or a little peg to get 
rid oi tlie eta} b iatigue. liiat ib always the result ot total prohibition. The 
men ui \\i*ak ciiaraeter probably go m for some drug which is worse than 
ibat proiiibited. It }uu prevent use ui one drug, naturally that drug 
gucb but uni} to gi\e way to some other kind of drug. And the people of 
strong character, accu&tumed as they have been to a moderate stimulant, 
would \er\ oiteii turn their energies to the illegal acquirement of what 
tiie\ consider the} have !)c‘en unjustly deprived of. And what is the result 
ol total prohibition? Ab in the ease of America, it would lead to an 
incivabu oi law le^biiebb in large beclioub oi the people {An Hofionrable 
Jltnilnr . W hat is the medical opinion?”] The medical opinion is meant 
ior wt‘ak persoiib like }OU, not for strong persons who possess a good 
ph}hi(piu and strung mm-als. I do not think that at this stage we can 
afford to ci’ieile similar lawlessness in India. Well, Bir, 1 think towards 
the evening, as 1 am sure i am much interrupted, I shah be compelled to 
take a little dobc of opium with a glass of hot milk (Laughter) to get rid 

^ of all this worry, fatigue and exhaustion. Many of my Honour- 

* able frieiidB, the previous speakers, could get up quite fresh 
and cheerful next morning. 1 oppose this motion to do away altogether 
with opium, and 1 think it will do more harm than good. I assure this 
House that they need not be afraid at all that a small dose of opium 
will kill an} bod} who is not actually sitting the whole day in a shut-up 
house like this. 

Mr. W. A. CoEgrave (Absam: Nominated Official): Sir, before I deal 
with the bpeeches of my two Honourable friends from Assam, I would 
like to congratulate Hr. Hatta on his extremely interesting and very 
nuderate speech. Speaking as an officer wffio has had the fortune or 
misfortune to serve in some of the heaviest opium districts in Assam, I 
only wish that all temperance relormers showed the same moderation in 
their views and in their way of expressing their view^s as Dr. Datta. I 
s(‘e no reoBon why we should not try real temperance. But if his views 
mean proiiibiiion us I understand they do not, 1 do not agree with prohibi- 
tion. Hcjch Dr Haifa w^anl prohibition? No. Dr, Datta as far as I 
imderstand him %vanis real temperance, not prohibition. Therefore I 
agree with much of what Dr. Datta says. 

J>r. S. K. Datta: I am afraid the Honourable Member is labouring under 
a misapprehension. As a member of the medical profession I have to say 
that most members of the medical profession cannot but view with dis- 
gaiisfactkai the giving ol opium without restriction, except of course for 
purely nudieinal purposes on a doctor s advice. 

Mr. A. Eangaswami Iyengar: That is prohibition, 

Mr. W. A. Oosgrave: Sir, many Members must have seen in the last 
few days this pamphlet w'riitcn by the Iteverend C. F. Andrews. It has 
bemi circulated in the library for the last week presumably for the purpose 
cl propaganda in connection with this debate (Mr. N. M. JobM: '‘Eduea- 
iiom”) 1 would point out that he mentions on page 2 that Assam is far 
the worst of all provinces with the alanning opium consumption rate of 52 
seers per i0,CX)0. In some districts of Assam where the Assamese pre- 
dominate the rate goes up to l*/3 seers per 10,000 and 189 seers per lO^OOQ 
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Mr, W. A, OosgraTe: I c in ^im ilu fmius- ilu ficmiB o{ cimHii«|itN3}i 
pu ton ihonsiind f)Cop*< m hcis I pioposo io ihnn lot ilu foni 
pTiiieipal dishicM ol (ho Vsuim Vallci, nmuciv, Danwy 

If and fukhunpm uhich irc Bn gtud oiiiiun disliic*M 

Now 17) 1892 01 111! coTmnin)7tion per jOftOO for fbr Dfimmp disl»nd hhh 
262 v<cis~m 1922-21 ihfil hfts boin lnim,ht down 1o 106 aom, thai is 
moio fhm half For N'o'W'onE' Iho fisuroa for 1892 93 wwo 277’sf<»rs m 
1922-23 aft.r lhirtv yoar. ihoy arc- 171 for lha Rihsaijar d.driof the 
fifriires for 1892p3 were .119 Reeis rnd thirty yoar<i laier they tiore 110 
seers, that is, they had bedn 'reduced to onaMhW, while m mg^ri$ the 
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and in each ticket each sale of two tolas to each individual m in t ie 
case of 22,000 people, and you can imagine what amount ol work wuuui 
be involved in this matter. I would like to tell ^rny Hoiiuurume iriiiidte 
that in 1923-24, the last year when I was in Lakhimpur, the opumi 
from the Treasury in that year were reduced by 23 nuuiuds. esow ^ tiiio 
quantity is not very much to ^people who cun oiilx thiiik in itTUis ol Hit 
League of Nations, but I think that in an opium eating distric! a ivilue 
tion of 23 maimds is a substantial decrease, and I would ilu 
what happened on account of that substantial decrease. A large man mu* 
of shops were closed very o^ton for some days al^thc^end oi I he nioiilh. 
In other words, the amount rationed was really insufikdeiit. beveru 
these opium eaters used to come to me and complain to mu about tlmu' 
wants, they used to complain that the opium shops liad insui’heienl bitwdis. 
People came to me with bitter complaints. Here I would like to ineiitiHii 
one point in which my Honourable friend Mr. Phookun tried to umieipnto 
my arguments, and it is this. If you try to restrict the su|;)pi\ opium 

tco much, you have two new evils to contend with. (.4 Voire: Wlut 

are they?’l. The two evils that you will have to contend with are the 
smuggling of Malwa opium and illicit poppy ciiltivatioii. Now mv lime 
Durable friend Mr. Phookun has tried to anticipant e my arguments by saying 
that illicit cultivation is quite impossible. 1 do not know whellier it wnh 
he who gave this information to the Eev. C. P. Andrews, ^ but I shall just 
read what Mr. Andrews says: On the other hand, it is easy to 
how much opium poppy with its white flower is being grown All 1 
can say is that this may be true as x^egards the open plains of Hindustan 
where you have got large wide fields, but in the jungly ]>artH of Ahkhiio 
especially towards the foot of the hills, and on the north bank of the 
Brahmaputra, there are a large number of places whare illieii cultivalimi 
of poppy may succeed. 1 know from my own experience^ lhai there were 
several places in the Lakhimpur district where illicit cultivation of opiuia 
was carried on. If, therefore, the supply of opium is cut d<nvn too muedu 
the people with their keen demand for opium will, I am sure, bo able, how^ 
ever wrong it may sound, to square both the village headman and the villagt^ 
accountant. 

Mr. Bavaki Prasad Sinha: What are you there for‘? 

Mr, W* A. Oosgrave: I am there to do other work as well. I am not 
supposed to go round evei^ village. 

Now, Sir, the other poirtt I mentioned was about the import of Malwa 
opium. If Honourable Members will bear with me for one minute, 1 can 
tell them an interesting story of opium smuggling which I perftoii- 
ally detected, thanks to one Marwari falldiig out with imotln r. i 
got secret information that a large amount of Malwa opium vi'iis 
coming up on a certain date consigned to a man under a fictitjoiis 
name. I got delivery of these two bundles of cloth from the 
Bailway company because these bundles were booked as cloth, all the 
way up to Assam, and inside these bundles of cloth 1 found 38 soew of 
Malwa opium. All I can say, therefore, is that, if you cut down too much 
the supply of opium, we will have to face the imports of contraband Malwa 
opium into Assam* 

Now, Sir, I have already told the House about some grievance of the 
opium consumers. I suppose Mr. Andrews or some of the t^partnet 
reformers refer to these people as addicts, but how do fefy 
faro when they cannot get their ordipary dpse? Vtlh Sifi 
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1 must say that I was rather surprised at Mr. MeCalium saying that he 
did not (think it was necessary to consult the wishes of the opium con- 
sumers, Personally, I leel a considerable amqunt of sympathy with 
opium eaters. (Applause). I am not an opium eatery gentlemen ^ 
(Laughter), and I am not going to regale the House at this late hour 
with my own reminiscences in this matter, bi^t I have a considerable 
sympathy with the poor opium eater, especially with those who live in 
very jungly and malarious places in the submontane parts of xissani. t 
have had opportunities of touring in some of the most jungly parts of 
Assam. I did the census in 1911 in the Mikir Plills, which is one of the 
chief opium areas, and in the last census I was in the Lakhimpur district 
and toured among the villages at the foot of the Abor and Naga Hills. 

Mr. DevaM Prasad Sinha: Bid you also take opium? 

Mr» W. A. Oqegrave: JSTo, I took Whiskey as some of my Honourable 
friends do. (Laughter.) Now, S,ir, I do not want to labour that point. But 
it seems to me that it is quite unfair to insist on prohibition for one class of 
people and in one class of exciseable article and not to observe it in another 
excise commodity used by other classes of people. W^hy should the poor 
cultivator living in a malarious tract be deprived of his dose of opium at the 
end of his day ’s work ? He can only get two tolas of opium at a time 'and 
he frequently has to go 20 miles to get that two tolas. Why should he not 
have his dose of opium as much as a rich Member of the Legislative 
Assembly enjoys his glass of wine or perhaps even two at either Maidens' 
Hotel or the Eaisina Hostel? 

Now, Sir, I do not want to say anytjiing more except to say that I 
have got no mandate in this rnatter from the Government of Assam but 
personally I see no objeefion if Government agree to appoint a l^epresent- 
ative committee to inquire into the opium question in India. I can see no 
objection at all to this proposal. One reason is that the last Eoyal Com- 
mission Wixs held in 3895 since which time much water has flowed down 
the Ganges and it will do no harm if another committee of inquiry is now 
appointed. My reason for holding this opinion is that I think that if an 
authoritative inquiry was held, on which people of moderate views like 
Br. Batta were repx*esented, then I think ft iiiiglit be possible to dispose 
of many of the exaggerated and wildly hyperbolical stories that are invented 
about the evils of opium eating in India and especially in Assam. 

Appointement of a Committee to inquike into the Policy of tub Gov- 
ernment OF India both in regard to the external and internal 

Consumption ob^ Opium. 

Biwan Bahadur M. Ramachandra Eao (Godavari cum Kistna: Non- 
Muhammadan Eiiral) : Sir, I gave notice of a motion on this subject. The 
Honourable Members _wi]i find it as item 40 on the agenda paper. The 
motion is: 

“ Tliat the Demand under the head ‘ Opium * be reduced by Rs. 100.^' 

I suggest the appointment of a committee to examine the policy of the 
Government of India both in regard to the external and internal consump- 
tion of opium. Sir, if it is permissible, I should like to move this as an. 
amendment to my Honourable friend Mr. Buraiswami Aiyangar's motion. 

Mr* V. J* BaM: May I rise to a point of order. The motion is to 
omit the whole grant. Is this amendment in order? 


w 
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Diwan laliato M. EamacliaBdra Eao: Sir, ihr inauf tiiai 1 iM.hu 
make is, as 1ms been pointed uut by Mr. Cobgra\t% tiuu the la-t inqijjry 
on tlie subject ol' opium was made in 1895. i would also nwitv ila ^0 0 olioii 
of Honourable Members to the Heoulution bults undtr^ulhfh omjIi Ihe 
Provincial Governments a^s ueli as the (JovynuuisU oi ludiii are ^pMOsible 
3n this matter, rnder x\riiele (HI Bxcise ih a un|M but 

with the exception, in the case of opium, (d* eoittruh cuhivai'un and -ale lor 
export. These are matters lor the (.’entral ChA'enjimiii. ^ ImitUr. , Sir, 
the point that 1 wish to bring tu the notice oi the HouMm- lliai in reLMrd 
to the control or cultivation, the manutacture and f!u‘ ^au e\|)iU.^tlu» 
Government of India are responsible. Jkit in regard to ilu* aetiiid admiiiis- 
tration of excise, the sale in (he provinces and the inO rr.al ion 

In tlie piwinces, the Provincial Gf^vernn units are laainli 
it is this division ot iiincthais to-day that accounts h»r tie* I itU that the 
lepresentatives of Provincial Govcriuiients have imdertakeii to deiend the 
policy of their respective GoTcmmenls. Tlu-nlnre. Sir, il tbi. fjiu-tioii is 
to be fairly and satisfactorily solved, it stauns to me il!'!! ihertp shfuild Jn* 
a comprehensive inquiry not only with referenct* ly) i!ie>^e uhich 

are within the purview of the Oovernnic*nt of liulia, naiiir'i\, culliiaUon, 
manufacture and sale for export, bui also in regard to tin ncfiud adiitinis"* 
tration in the provinces. I thendore think, Sir. that tie* iiiie ei*me 
when such a comprehensive inquiry should be inuhrtakmi and il !*- \uth 
that object that I tabled the imdion for the constitnlitiU ol surli a conn 
mittee. 

Sir, some reference was made by my friend Mr. DuHa to tlu'^ siatiyof 
things in Madras. I may point out that in regard to the district ^ viiji 
which I am connected the consumption of opium is imadi inor*' tlmn^ in 
other parts of the Presidency. 1 am referriiig in the nortlmru diHlricfs 
and the Agency Tracts. Ganjam consumes 22*957 seers per lO.fidlb My 
own district has the honour of taking ()6-137 seers per lOdlfMI of file pfqmliu 
tion. Then the Kistna district, which is also within cunKlitueiicy, lukeH 
19*971, whereas the Deccan districts appear to eonsunn* very liltle. T!u^ 
city of Madras, which my friend Mr. Kangachariar represenlH, cfiiHuine.’H 
’26*B2B. Then the next is the Nilgiris with 21*21, wliereas (‘hlnglupiil und 
Jlorth Arcot show comparatively very little consumpiiofi of opium. II si'eitm 
to me, Sir, there must be some climatic or other reasons why tin* eonsump* 
tioB varies in the various groups of districts and it secans to me that that in 
a matter for some inquiry, Then we have liad siaicimmiR made in this 
House which are absolutely irreconcilable. Some insist that the sale of 
opium should be under control while the popular opinion is thal lliere U 
nothing wrong if opium is taken in small quantities as raptfiln Bira Bingh 
stated to-day. Therefore, Sir, this is one of those subjecds in whicli there 
has been a considerable amount of public opinion in recent yc'ars and it is 
clearly a matter in which Government ought to undertake an inquiiw and 
not only with regard to internal consumption but also with regard to mh 
outside^India to which prominent attention has been drawn in conneeMon 
with the sittings of the Geneva Conference. I hope, Sir, that this inquiry^ 
will be undertaken and that all aspects of this case will be threshed out by a 
representative committee. I comtnend this motion to the Honourable 
Members. 

Mr. Iftresideiil; Amendtuent moved to the original ftiuondmoiii: 

•** That the Dmm^ under the hee.d ' Opiuna ' he redneed by Rr, 100/* 
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The Hoaonrable Sir Basil Blackett ^riuauce ileaiber): Siiv in view of 
ihe tiiiii' tbi^ md tlie fact that on an important debate oi this 

wti it n. iiii|)onani lijat the Goveinment's reply siiouid be fnlh 1 should 
iikt* tu vuii^iilt t!ii‘ upiiiioii ul tin Hou^e on the question whether they 
desirt* t ? io a ^peio'h uiikdi must approach an hour’s length and 

ma} b «‘5 ii iio4 an o*pia1e at an) rate a soporific, at this period ui the 
tveiiiiig, (Cm a Let Uh iinLli/'j 

Mr. President: Ii Lie Honourable Member really wishes to speak at 
length Oil IL 1 had htitir adiouni the debate. Thera may be one or two 
r thf‘r Aleiiibers who ui^h to ^peak as well. 

*Pandit Madan Mohan Maia?iya (Ailaluibad uud Jhaiisi DiviGonb: Non- 
MiihainiiijKlaii Ihirali: Hat I point out, Bir, that the lime at our disposal 
is V(‘in liiiiited and that iherofure should eontiiiue the meeting now 
and if ne(H‘bsar\ sii later in the menings in order that the many items on 
the prugrauunr' ‘-hunid haui t-hanee. We have very little time at 

uur disposal, Sir, aial 1 think ue ought lo go on with the discussion and 
also sit late in tlu‘ evening. 

Mr« President: 1 am quite ready, other things being equal, to sit in 
the evening, but 1 may point out that the debate on Opium was raised at 
1\veiity IMimites to Three and it is ikwv Half Post Five and not once has a 
closure been moved. The Chair must take into account whether the 
closure is moved in order to judge of the attitude of the House. I am not 
prepared either to make the House sit late or to sit myself now when the 
closure is nevca* moved at all. Honourable Members must protect tbcm- 
i^eives and the Cliair against that. 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Friday, the 
Ibtii March, 1925. 

f Speech not corrected by t& Honourable Member. 





